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Deaths continue
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Cox’s Bazar highway 
yesterday morning. 
Confirming the incident, 
Mohammad Erfan, officer-
in-charge of Dohazari 
highway police station said 
Mofiz was the truck’s helper. 

Among the injured, the 
condition of truck driver 
Abdul Mannan is critical. 
He is currently undergoing 
treatment at Chattogram 
Medical College Hospital.

Besides, pedestrian 

Nazrul Islam, 70, died after 
a speeding biker hit him in 
Joypurhat’s Kalai upazila 
on Friday.

SM Moinuddin, officer-
in-charge of Kalai police 
station said the biker Shanto 
was also injured, as he lost 
control and crashed on the 
road. In Sylhet, six, including 
two children, were seriously 
injured in a head-on 
collision between a bus and 
a private car in South Surma 
Upazila yesterday. 

Brick kilns burning 
wood, bamboo 
instead of coal

Croplands in Lalmonirhat, Kurigram being damaged
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Bricks are being produced by burning 
wood and bamboo instead of coal in most 
of the brick kilns in Lalmonirhat and 
Kurigram in violation of the law. 

There are 174 brick kilns in the two 
districts. Out of this, 111 brick kilns are in 
Kurigram and 63 in Lalmonirhat. Recently, 
a mobile court has fined two brick kilns 
for making bricks by burning wood and 
bamboo instead of coal in Bamanerbasa 
area of Lalmonirhat’s Aditmari upazila.

Farmer Nazir Hossain (67) of Khatmari 
village of Rajarhat in Kurigram, said brick 
kiln owners are collecting wood and 
bamboo from the surrounding villages. 
Due to the burning of wood and bamboo 
in the brick kiln, the cropland around the 
kilns is getting damaged. Wood-bamboo 
ash is flying and accumulating in the crop 
fields, he said. This does not happen in 
coal is burned.

Farmer Mozammel Haque (65) of 

Dhairkhata village of Lalmonirhat Sadar 
upazila echoed him.

Brick makers working in brick kilns said 
around 5,000 to 6,000 tonnes of wood 
and bamboo are burnt in each brick kiln 
every season.

Atiar Rahman, a wood trader in 
Kulaghat area of Lalmonirhat Sadar, said 
brick kiln owners are buying a large amount 
of wood and bamboo this year compared to 
previous years. Wood-bamboo is being sold 
at the rate of Tk 5,000 to 6,000 per tonne. 

Manowarul Islam, inspector of 
Department of Environment in Rangpur, 
said, “On the pretext that the price of 
coal has increased, brick kiln owners have 
started using wood and bamboo instead 
of coal. We are getting complaints from 
different areas. Drives are being conducted 
against the listed brick kilns in phases.”

Contacted, Mohammad Ullah, deputy 
commissioner of Lalmonirhat, said DoE is 
operating mobile courts and will fine brick 
kiln owners if the allegations are to be true. 

UN groups
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any report focusing 
exclusively on enforced 
disappearances in 
Bangladesh, nor has 
it published any list of 
individuals, due to the 
confidential nature of its 
individual case procedure, 
it said. 

It further sought to 
know about the steps taken 
to protect members of 
Odhikar and Maayer Daak 
from acts of intimidation 
and harassment.

18 Chhatra Odhikar
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“We heard that students 
of some institutions in 
Bogura resisted them. The 
students had an altercation 
with them,” he added.

When asked about 
stopping Chhatra 

Odhikar’s human chain, 
Bogura Sadar Police Station 
Officer-in-Charge (OC) 
Noor-E-Alam Siddiqui told 
The Daily Star, “Chhatra 
Odhikar Parishad applied 
for today’s programme but 
did not get the permission. 

That is why my officers 
stopped them.”

When asked about the 
BCL attack, the OC said, 
“We don’t know anything 
about the BCL attack yet. 
No complaint has been 
received in this regard.”

Friday is a fun day for children
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Attojiboni” (Unfinished 
Autobiography), written 
by Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman.

Jibon Barua, a sales 
executive of the stall, said, 
“CRI published 10 parts of 

‘Mujib’ in Bangla and also 
published 3 parts in English. 
All of them are selling well.”

In the afternoon, readers 
of all ages started coming 
to the far.

Jyoti Roy, who came to 
the fair from Laxmibazar, 

said, “This fair is something 
I look forward to all year. I 
have set aside money for 
this occasion.”

According to Bangla 
Academy, 260 new books 
were published at the fair 
yesterday.

Nilsagar: bird sanctuary turned tourist spot
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Nilsagar is situated at 
Dhobadanga village in 
Grogram union under 
Nilphamari Sadar upazila, 
16 kilometres north-west of 
the district town.

According to a local 
history book written by 
Nasiruddin Ahmed, Raja 
Virat, a once-famous 
monarch, dug the vast 
waterbody in the seventh 
century after a Hindu 
goddess told him to do so 
in a dream.

He named the waterbody 
“Binna Dighi”, after the 

name of his beloved 
daughter “Binnaboti”. 
But after the place was 
declared a sanctuary, it 
was rebranded as Nilsagar, 
ignoring locals’ objections.

Before, migratory birds 
of eight to 10 species used 
to go there in November 
and stayed till March-April, 
Shyamlal Mohonto, an 
elderly of the village, told 
this correspondent.

“There used to be many 
trees here. Guest birds ate 
their fruits and spent nights 
on them. There are fewer 
birds now because large 

trees are scarce,” he added.
Prof Birendrnath, head 

of zoology department at 
Nilphamari Government 
College, said, “Migratory 
birds are sensitive and feel 
disturbed if they find the 
slightest change in ecology.”

During a recent visit to 
Nilsagar tourist spot, this 
correspondent noticed 
only 8,000 to 10,000 birds 
flying around. Before felling 
trees, locals estimated that 
their population was nearly 
one lakh.

Rubel Islam, caretaker 
of Nilsagar, said migratory 

birds do not even sit on the 
foreign trees. They float on 
the waterbody all day and 
fly to surrounding villages 
after sunset in search of 
food and shelter.

Contacted, Deputy 
Commissioner of 
Nilphamari Pankaj Ghosh 
said, “To ensure safe shelter 
and food for birds in 
Nilsagar, we’ve launched a 
project for creating natural 
forest by planting bird-
friendly local trees. The 
number of migratory birds 
is increasing again as a 
result.”

Illegal, undemocratic
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work as cleaners. They 
arranged their living space 
by constructing the colony.

However, after the 
Liberation War in 1971, 
the authorities identified 
these cleaners as garbage-
management workers, who 
were eventually replaced by 
Bangalee cleaners.

“No initiative was taken 
from the government or 
any autonomous body to 
rehabilitate us in other 
professions. A section of 
our community has been 
living in Dhalpur ever 
since. Now our homes are 
being taken away from us 
as well,” they said during 
the protest.

Contacted, OC Mofizul 
said DSCC will evict the 

space on February 12, and 
that is why they asked the 
community leaders not 
to create any untoward 
situation.

Meanwhile, on February 
9, while handing over the 
house keys to garbage-
management workers at 
Dhalpur, the DSCC mayor 
said he will not tolerate 
any encroachment of 
DSCC land while he is the 
mayor.

Taposh mentioned that 
unscrupulous people have 
been charging authentic 
g a r b a ge - m a n a ge m e n t 
workers to stay in the 
colony.

“Our land is being 
occupied in many ways. 
Landgrabbers and 
different vested groups 
are occupying the land 
and benefitting from this 
illegal act. I will not tolerate 
this as long as I’m here. 
Our garbage-management 
workers, our employees will 
stay there, and it is our duty 
to look after it,” he said.

End of an era
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and a shopping mall was 
constructed there. Rupbani 
came crumbling down in 
2000, Rupsi in 2008 and 
Kaya Hall in 2019 -- replaced 
by multi-storied buildings.

With the demolition of 
Malanch Cinema Hall, the 
silver screen era has come to 
an end in the ancient town 
of Tangail. Its demolition 
began on December 18 last 
year, and the structure is 
still being broken down.

Malanch Hall Manager 
Abdul Miah said the 
journey of the cinema halls 

began in 1974 with the film 
“Jighansa”. Business was 
good then. Later, due to the 
lack of audience, the hall 
suffered huge losses, year 
after year. Even then, it was 
kept open for a long time.

“If films with interesting 
stories and high-quality 
production are made, 
paired with digitised 
cinema halls built with 
government support, then 
this industry could survive, 
even thrive,” he said.

At present, two cinema 
halls in Nagarpur upazila, 
one in Madhupur and 

another in Kalihati upazila 
are functioning irregularly. 
However, due to the severe 
recession, the owners of 
these halls do not know for 
how long they will keep the 
establishments open.

Rokhsana Khan, a 
teacher of a college in the 
town, said, “When I was 
a child, the families who 
lived in the town would 
watch the evening shows, 
while the working-class 
people caught the night 
screenings.”

“It’s a sad fact that 
the cinema industry 

is expanding all over 
the world, but halls in 
Bangladesh are closing 
down. This is particularly 
sad because cinema is 
not only a medium of 
entertainment, but also a 
powerful medium for social 
reform,” she added.

“Now many good 
films are being made in 
Bangladesh. So, if those 
who can help come forward, 
along with government 
support, the cinema hall 
industry has a chance 
to survive,” concluded 
Rokhsana.Tawfiq Aziz
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was a student at Dhaka 
University.

He joined The Daily Star 
in 1990 as its founding 
managing editor. He 
became executive editor 
in 1997 and worked in that 
capacity till his death.

The first English 
sports commentator of 
the country, Tawfiq Aziz 
was the resident editor of 
Cricketer Asia of Hong 
Kong and Sports Times 
of Lahore. He was also the 
founding editor of the 
fortnightly Krira Jagat. 

Family, friends and well-
wishers are requested to 
pray for the salvation of his 
departed soul.

Submission
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will be held from 2:00pm 
to 5:00pm in the Jatiya 
Sangsad (JS) complex.

The president may hold 
office for five years from the 
date of assumption.

Incumbent President 
Abdul Hamid assumed 
office on April 24, 2018. 
Accordingly, his five-year 
tenure will end on April 23, 
2023.

According to the 
Constitution, members of 
parliament are voters in the 
presidential election.

Awami League has the 
absolute majority in the 
current parliament. If there 
is one candidate for the 
presidency, the election 
will not require a meeting 
or voting in parliament.
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Sharif Rafiqul 
Islam passes 
away
CITY DESK

S h a r i f 
R a f i q u l 
I s l a m , 
f o r m e r 
d i r e c t o r 
general of 
Bangladesh 
Water Development 
Board (BWDB), passed 
away on Wednesday at his 
residence due to old-age 
complications. 

A milad mahfil has been 
arranged at his residence 
today after Asr prayers. 
His family members have 
requested all who knew 
him to pray for the salvation 
of his departed soul. 

Jumbled electric wires hang from an electric pole overhead, while vendors sell clothes right beneath them, 
unaware of their safety. At any point, if the sparks of the wire get caught in the clothes, a grave accident may 
occur. This photo was taken in Chittaranjan Avenue of the capital’s Sadarghat yesterday. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN


