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HC seeks list of 435 
plot owners
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday wanted a list of the owners of 
435 plots in Tejgaon industrial area along with the details 
of present status of the plots including their photographs.

During hearing of a 11-year-old suo-muto (voluntary) 
rule, the HC bench of Justice Abu Taher Md Saifur 
Rahman and Justice AKM Rabiul Hassan ordered the 
ministry of housing and public works to submit the list 
before it by March 15. The bench also asked the ministry 
to produce a layout plan and the relevant land acquisition 
case documents. The court fixed March 15 for resuming 
further hearing of the rule.

Assistant Attorney General Mohammad Nazrul Islam 
Khandaker submitted a report from the housing and 
public works ministry to the HC bench, saying that a total 
of 435 plots have been allocated in the area since 1950.

Lawyer Manzill Murshid appeared for Human Rights 
and Peace for Bangladesh, which became an intervener of 
this case in 2019, to assist the court for its disposal.

Following a report published on Bangla daily Samakal 
on March 24, 2010, another HC bench on May 9, 2012 
issued a rule upon the authorities to explain why the 
allocation of the plots should not be cancelled. According 
to the report, the BNP-led four-party alliance government 
allocated the plots to some former BNP state ministers 
and journalists in 2006 by violating a Rajuk plan of 1994.
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LIVER TRANSPLANT AT BSMMU

Bogura’s Monetzar 
returns home
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Monetzar Rahman, 53, of Bogura returned home 
yesterday after a life-saving liver transplant at 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University.

Monetzar’s sister Shamima Akter, 43, donated 60 
percent of her liver last month to save her brother 
while the cost of surgery was borne by the Prime 
Minister’s Relief and Welfare Fund.

The Department of Hepatobiliary, Pancreatic 
and Liver Transplant Surgery of BSMMU confirmed 
the information yesterday morning.

Monetzar was admitted to BSMMU a few months 
ago. BSMMU surgeons performed the 15-hour-long 
complex surgery on January 1 supported by the Asian 
Institute of Gastroenterology and surgeons from India.

This is one of the only seven liver transplant 
surgeries performed in this country so far. The liver 
donor will gradually regenerate the liver. Earlier last 
month, donor Shamima was sent home.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday directed the government 
to take legal action against the persons responsible 
for cutting down hills and hillocks in Moulvibazar’s 
Kulaura and Habiganj’s Dinarpur area.

The DCs of Moulvibazar and Habiganj and 
director concerned of the DoE have been asked 
to submit reports to the HC in four weeks after 
complying with the order. 

The bench of Justice Farah Mahbub and Justice 
Ahmed Sohel issued the order following a petition 
filed by Human Rights and Peace for Bangladesh, 
seeking necessary orders. 

HILL CUTTING

Take action against 
those involved: HC

ASSAULT ON NAVY OFFICER

Erfan Salim, four 
others indicted
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday framed charges against 
Awami League lawmaker Haji Mohammad Salim’s 
son Mohammad Erfan Salim and four others in a 
case filed over the assault and attempted murder of 
a navy officer in October 2020.

Dhaka Additional Chief Metropolitan Magistrate 
Muhammad Asaduzzaman Nur passed the order.

The magistrate issued an arrest warrant against 
Erfan, who  was absent during the hearing. 

The court also set March 6 for starting trial.
The four other accused are Erfan’s bodyguard 

Zahidul Mollah, chauffeur Mizanur Rahman, 
assistant Qazi Ripon, and Madina Group’s protocol 
officer AB Siddique Dipu.

According to the case filed by navy officer 
Wasif Ahmad Khan, he and his wife were verbally 
abused and assaulted by several SUV passengers at 
Dhanmondi on October 25, 2020, following a dispute 
after the vehicle rear-ended Wasif’s motorcycle.

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

UN Secretary General’s SDG Advocate 
and Belgian Queen Mathilde 
yesterday concluded her three-day 
visit to Bangladesh, highlighting 
the importance of building resilient 
communities and leaving no one 
behind.

She mentioned that the people of 
Bangladesh are the main drivers of the 
country’s development and that it is 
critical to build inclusive societies in 
the aftermath of the pandemic, recent 
global economic volatility and the 
devastating floods that hit the country 
in June last year.

In a statement yesterday, UN Resident 
Coordinator of Bangladesh Gwyn Lewis 
said the Queen’s visit highlighted once 
again that progress towards the SDGs 
needs to be accelerated.

She added that the UN and its 
partners will spare no effort to support 
Bangladesh in reaching the SDGs by 
2030.

During her visit, Queen Mathilde 
saw UN’s programmatic work covering 
several sustainable development goals, 
including climate action, gender 
equality, decent work and economic 
growth, responsible consumption and 
production, and quality education.

She visited a garment factory in 
Narayanganj, a Unicef ability-based 
accelerated learning centre in Dhaka, 
and a water-treatment plant facility in 
Khulna’s Sutarkhali union.

The Queen also went to Cox’s Bazar to 
see the ongoing humanitarian response 
for the Rohingyas in Cox’s Bazar, where 
she met with Rohingya women, men, 
and youths, and volunteers working 
in the camps. She also visited various 
facilities supported by the UNHCR and 
its partners.

In a statement, UNHCR 
Representative in Bangladesh Johannes 
van der Klaauw said the Queen’s visit 
comes as the Rohingya crisis is well into 
its sixth year and against the backdrop 
of a serious decline in available funding.

‘Bangladeshis key 
drivers of development’

Says Queen Mathilde, concludes her 3-day visit

It is critical to 
build inclusive 
societies in the 

aftermath of 
the pandemic 

and the 
recent global 

economic 
volatility.


