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What’s the point
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They said at present, two-
axle vehicles (six wheels) 
can carry a maximum of 22 
tonnes, three-axle vehicles 
(10 wheels) a maximum of 
30 tonnes and four-axle (14 
wheels) a maximum of 44 
tonnes all over the country.

However, as per the 
global standards, the limits 
are 15.5, 22 and 32 tonnes 
respectively, they said.

The authorities imposed 
fines for overloading in 
August 2016 for the first 
time. However, it was forced 
to increase the maximum 
weight limit of goods-laden 
vehicles on November 
2017 due to pressure from 
transport associations.

Quader said a project 
was taken to install 28 

load control centres on 
the highways. “But nobody 
knows when the work will 
start,” Quader said.

The minister also said 
smart roads are needed to 
build a smart Bangladesh.

In September 2019, the 
government took the project 
to set up 28 axle load control 
centres at 21 points across 
the country at a cost of Tk 
1,630.28 crore. The project’s 
original deadline was set in 
June last year.

He also questioned 
the purpose of a lengthy 
contract signing ceremony, 
terming it a waste of time 
and money. “We have a lot 
to do. Speeches will not get 
them done,” said Quader, 
during his 14-minute 
speech. 

Readers hungry
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millions of war-ridden 
refugees of the Liberation 
War of Bangladesh.

“Ali Akbar Khan 
conquered the whole world 
with his music, to the point 
that his music became 
synonymous with magic,” 
said Sheikh Sadi Khan, the 
chair of the discussion. 

Meanwhile, on the 
authors’ stage, Habib 
Anisur Rahman, Gazi 
Azizur Rahman, Rasel 

Raihan and Ismat Shilpi 
talked to the readers about 
their new books.  

The evening brought the 
initiation of a cultural event 
on the main stage, filled 
with the performances of 
recitation artists and singers. 

The unveiling ceremony 
of Suraiya Parveen’s poem 
collection “Megheder 
Shaishab” (Sahitya Koth), 
was held at Suhrawardy 
Uddan. 114 new books were 
published yesterday. 

HC allows Adarsha’s
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Salam; “Unnayan Bivram” 
written by Zia Hasan and 
“Aprotiroddho Unnayaner 
Ovabanio Kothamala” 
written by Foyez Ahmed 
Tayeb.

The court issued a rule 
asking Bangla Academy 
and the government to 
explain why the academy’s 
decision not to allow 
Adarsha Prokashoni to run 
its stall in Boi Mela should 
not be declared illegal. 

The HC bench of Justice 
Md Khasruzzaman and 
Justice Md Iqbal Kabir 

Lytton issued the order 
and rule following a 
petition filed by Adarsha 
Prokashoni’s proprietor 
Md Mahbubur Rahman. 

Mahabub Rahman told 
The Daily Star, “With due 
respect to the High Court 
order, we will not display 
or sell those three books at 
the Boi Mela.”

AKM Muzahidul Islam, 
member secretary of 
book fair management 
committee, said, “I’m yet 
to receive the order. After 
receiving it, we will hold a 
meeting to take a decision.”

MLM scam, in guise
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Later, he expanded his 
business using the “MLM” 
model.

They told the targets 
that after paying Tk 
30,000 to become a donor 
member, their entry-
level salary would be Tk 
10,000. The victims were 
assigned the job to find 
cases of child marriage 
and sand extraction from 
rivers in their areas and 
report the incidents to the 
organisation.

After becoming a 
donor member by paying 
Tk 30,000, they were 
instructed to bring new 
members. The condition 
was that if they failed to do 
so, they would not be paid.

The organisation made 
sure that this condition 
would not be disclosed to 
their targets before they 
made their donation to the 
organisation. That was the 
trick they played to cheat 
and embezzle money from 
their targets, said Momen.

Still deprived of final justice
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former assistant sub-
inspectors Qamruzzaman 
Mintu and Rashedul Islam. 
The two other convicts are 
Sumon and Russell.

Besides, the trial 
court asked each of the 
officers to pay Tk 2 lakh 
to the complainant as 
compensation.

This was first verdict 
under the Torture 
and Custodial Death 
(Prevention) Act, 2013.

Convicted Mintu has 
been on the run, and 
Russell, who had been 
absconding during the 
delivery of the trial court’s 
judgement, later on 
surrendered to the lower 
court and then secured bail 
from the HC on November 
27, 2022 in this case, 
Rocky’s lawyer Md Rezaul 

Karim told The Daily Star.
Convicted Zahidur, 

Rashedul, Sumon 
and Russell filed four 
separate appeals with 
the HC challenging their 
conviction and sentences.

The HC admitted their 
appeals for hearing, and 
stayed the trial court’s 
direction for compensation, 
lawyer Rezaul Karim said, 
adding that the convicts 
are trying to get bail from 
the HC.

He said if the HC grants 
bail to the convicts, they 
will get released from jail 
and then their lawyers will 
not move their pending 
appeals for final disposal.

“This is the sole case 
filed under the Torture 
and Custodial Death 
(Prevention) Act, 2013, as 
people in general don’t 

dare lodge cases against 
law enforcers for torture 
and death in custody,” said 
Rezaul.

Contacted, Deputy 
Attorney General Sujit 
Chatterjee Bappi told 
The Daily Star that a long 
period may be needed 
for the HC to dispose of 
the appeals, as they have 
not papered books of the 
appeals through lawyers.

A paper book, which 
contains all the details of 
a case, trial proceedings, 
statements, evidence, 
verdicts and other 
documents, is necessary for 
the HC to hear and dispose 
of an appeal in such a case, 
he added.

Zahidur’s lawyer 
Kondaker Gulzar Hossain 
told this correspondent 
that a fabricated case has 

been filed against his client 
centring Jonny’s death, 
which is a very sensational 
incident.

“We will move the appeal 
before the High Court after 
the sensation is over,” he 
added.

Rocky told The Daily 
Star, “We’re still deprived of 
final justice. We’ve almost 
become destitute fighting 
the long legal battle. I have 
almost become physically 
disabled, as police tortured 
my brother and I on 
February 8, 2014.”

“Neither the government 
nor police has given us any 
financial assistance. I can’t 
work regularly, as I become 
sick very often due to the 
torture. We now want the 
High Court to settle the 
case quickly and give the 
verdict,” he added.

Sultan Ara 
Khan’s death 
anniv today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The fifth death anniversary 
of Sultan Ara Khan, wife 
of Shafiul Alam Khan, 
a retired employee of 
Karnaphuli Paper Mills 
Ltd in Chattogram, will be 
observed with due manner 
today.

Sultan Ara passed away 
at a hospital in Dhaka on 
February 9 in 2018.

A milad mahfil and 
Qurankhwani will be held 
today at Khurshid and 
Associates, chamber of her 
eldest son senior lawyer 
Khurshid Alam Khan, at 
204 Bijoynagar in Dhaka.

All have been requested 
to pray for the salvation of 
the departed soul.
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