
INTERNATIONAL
DHAKA WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 8, 2023 

MAGH 25, 1429 BS        7
‘Save us’

In Turkey’s worst-hit 
province, residents 
cry for help amid 

weak quake response

REUTERS, Antakya

“They’re making noises but nobody is 
coming,” Deniz cried out, holding his 
hands to his head as he railed against the 
lack of efforts to rescue those trapped 
under rubble after a powerful earthquake 
killed thousands in Turkey and Syria.

Desperate screams for help could be 
heard from those trapped in collapsed 
buildings in the Mediterranean coastal 
province of Hatay where people tried to 
keep warm around bonfires in cold rainy 
weather.

Hatay, which borders northwest Syria, 
is the worst-hit province in Turkey with 
at least 872 people killed. Residents 
complained of inadequate emergency 
response and rescue workers said they 
have struggled to get equipment.

Deniz cried as he pointed to a destroyed 
building in which his mother and father 
were stuck, awaiting emergency workers.

“We’re devastated, we’re devastated. My 
God!” he said. “They’re calling out. They’re 
saying, ‘Save us,’ but we can’t save them. 
How are we going to save them? There has 
been nobody since the morning.”

Rescue workers have struggled to 
cope with the scale of destruction across 
southern Turkey and northwest Syria, with 
the total death toll rising above 5,000 
yesterday morning.

Turkey’s Disaster and Emergency 
Management Authority (AFAD) has said 
13,740 search and rescue personnel have 
been deployed to the quake region, but the 
level of damage is huge with nearly 6,000 
buildings destroyed in southern Turkey.

Won’t let you go … (From top, clockwise) Mesut Hancer holds the hand of his 15-year-old daughter Irmak, who was crushed 
to death beneath the rubble of a building in Kahramanmaras, close to Monday’s 7.8-magnitude earthquake’s epicentre; a 
woman wails for the dear ones killed in the earthquake in front of the rubble of her home in Hatay, Turkey; black smoke from 
a fire rises over central Iskenderun, Turkey. Photos were taken yesterday. PHOTO: AFP, REUTERS 

UN chief amplifies 
warnings on 
Ukraine, climate
REUTERS, United Nations

United Nations Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres on Monday told fossil fuel producers they 
“should not be in business” unless they are credibly 
aiming for net-zero emissions and warned that the 
world is walking into a “wider war” over Ukraine. In 
a speech to the 193-member UN General Assembly 
presenting his 2023 priorities, Guterres also called 
for “a new Bretton Woods moment” - referring to 
the 1941 conference that led to the creation of the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank. 
Guterres has long been pushing for changes to 
favor developing nations in the global financial 
institutions. “...If you cannot set a credible course 
for net-zero, with 2025 and 2030 targets covering 
all your operations, you should not be in business,” 
said Guterres.  

WEST BANK RAID

Israeli troops kill 
Palestinian teen
AFP, Nablus

Israeli troops shot dead a Palestinian teenager in 
the occupied West Bank city of Nablus yesterday, 
the Palestinian health ministry said, with the Israeli 
army saying he had fired on soldiers. The ministry 
said Hamza Amjad al-Ashqar, 17, was “killed by a 
bullet in the face fired by the occupation (Israeli) 
soldiers during the aggression on Nablus”. The 
Israeli army said troops had “responded with live 
fire towards an armed suspect who fired at them”. 
“A hit was identified,” the army said, adding that 
“rocks, explosive devices and Molotov cocktails 
were hurled at the soldiers” conducting the raid.


