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Saidur Rahman 
passes away
STAR REPORT

S a i d u r 
R a h m a n 
Lasker, a 
Bangladeshi-
b o r n 
e c o n o m i s t , 
philanthropist, and 
community leader in 
Italy, breathed his last on 
January 31.

Born in Gopalganj, 
Saidur worked his way up to 
become a senior economist 
at the UN in Rome.

In his early life, he 
obtained a master’s degree 
in economics from Dhaka 
University in 1961. 

After his master’s 
degree, he joined as an 
agricultural economist at 
the agriculture ministry, 
after obtaining

He later joined as a 
lecturer of economics at 
Chittagong Government 
College in 1963 and 
subsequently at Dhaka 
College. 

Later in October 1966, 
he got a scholarship for 
a postgraduate diploma 
course at the University of 
Reading, UK. He also did a 
PhD from the University of 
Wales.

After completing 
that, he worked as an 
economist for six years 
for the Commonwealth 
Secretariat, before joining 
the Food and Agriculture 
Organization, where he 
worked for 25 years.

After retirement, he 
established non-profit 
schools -- a kindergarten 
school, a high school, 
and a hospital -- in his 
village Khandarpara in 
Muksudpur, Gopalganj.

He was also a founder 
member and board 
member of East West 
University and Dhaka 
School of Economics.

In 2020, Lasker was 
diagnosed with stage-4 
bowel cancer and later 
moved to London.

Brig Gen MR 
Khan’s death 
anniv today
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
11th death 
anniversary 
of Brig Gen 
(retd) Prof 
Md Masudur 
Rahman Khan, popularly 
known as Dr MR Khan, said 
a press release.

On this day in 2012, he 
passed away at a hospital in 
Dhaka.

He was laid to rest at 
Kamalapur graveyard in 
Sreepur upazila of Magura.  
To observe the death 
anniversary, a milad and 
doa mahfil will be held after 
zohr prayers today on the 
premises of MARKS Group, 
which was established by 
him, at Mirpur-14 in Dhaka.

Readers rushing
FROM PAGE 3

joint secretary of the 
cultural affairs ministry 
Asim Kumar Dey said 
action will be taken against 
them in the next operation. 

He also said regular 
task force operations will 
be carried out to keep 
the book fair disciplined 
and the interests of the 
publishers intact.

Meanwhile, the managing 
committee of the book 
fair has written a letter to 
three publishing houses for 
building pavilions of bigger 
sizes than the approved size, 
which is a violation of the 
book fair policy.

Implementation will fall short
FROM PAGE 3

It also recommended that 
there must be an emphasis 
on transgender adolescents, 
awareness of sexually 
transmitted infections (STI), 
and deployment of skilled 
human resources.

Wahida Banu, executive 

director of Aparajeyo 
Bangladesh, urged the 
government to implement 
the budgetary allocation 
properly to achieve the 
targets and highlighted the 
appointment of adolescent 
health counsellors in every 
school.

3 sent to jail
FROM PAGE 5

The accused is Delwar 
Hossain, 30, general 
secretary of ward-
5 unit Jubo League 
under Daganbhuiyan’s 
Matubhuiyan union.

Police said the victim’s 
husband is an expatriate 
worker. Delwar first raped 
her around four years ago 
and recorded the incident. 

He raped her multiple 
times by blackmailing 
her with the recording 
and threatening to kill 
her family members, said 
police, quoting the victim.

On Monday evening, 
the victim filed a case 
against Delwar, who was 
arrested on the same night, 
said Md Hasan Imam, OC 
of Daganbhuiyan Police 
Station.

[Our correspondents 
from Gazipur and Feni 
contributed to the report]

Raise awareness
FROM PAGE 3

Ahmad Kamruzzaman 
Majumder, founding 
chairman of CAPS at 
Stamford University, gave 
the welcome speech, while 
Prof Mohammad Ali Naqi, 
VC of Stamford University, 
chaired the programme. 

Rabiul Alam, additional 
executive director of Dhaka 
Transport Coordination 
Authority; Abu Naser 
Khan, chairman of 
Poribesh Bachao Andolon; 
and Alamgir Kabir, 
joint secretary of Bapa, 
addressed the programme 
among others.


