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Residents retrieve an injured girl from the rubble of a collapsed building following an earthquake in the 
town of Jandaris, in the countryside of Syria’s northwestern city of Afrin in the rebel-held part of Aleppo 
province, yesterday. Hundreds have been reportedly killed in north Syria after a 7.8-magnitude earthquake that 
originated in Turkey and was felt across neighbouring countries. PHOTO: AFP

Tremors felt as far 

away as Greenland
AFP, Copenhagen

Tremors from the powerful earthquake that 
rocked Turkey and neighbouring Syria yesterday 
were felt as far away as Greenland, the Geological 
Survey of Denmark and Greenland said. “The large 
earthquakes in Turkey were clearly registered on 
the seismographs in Denmark and Greenland,” 
seismologist Tine Larsen told AFP. The first 
7.8-magnitude quake struck at 04:17 am at a 
depth of about 17.9 kilometres near the Turkish 
city of Gaziantep, the US Geological Survey said.

Quake piles misery on 
war-ravaged Syrians
REUTERS, Jandaris

Wailing children, flattened buildings 
and hospitals full of bodies - a 
devastating earthquake yesterday 
looked painfully familiar for Syrian 
families and rescuers worn down by 
nearly 12 years of bombardment and 
displacement. 

The 7.8 magnitude earthquake sent 
people rushing into the streets in the 
country’s north, where air strikes and 
shelling have already traumatised 
the population and weakened the 

foundations of many buildings. 
In the rebel-held town of Jandaris in 

Aleppo province, a mound of concrete, 
steel rods and bundles of clothes lay 
where a multi-storey building once 
stood. 

“There were 12 families under there. 
Not a single one came out. Not one,” 
said a thin young man, his eyes wide 
open in shock and his hand bandaged.

“We were pulling people out 
ourselves at three in the morning,” he 
said, his breath visible in the cold winter 
air as he spoke.

2nd balloon flying 
over LatAm is 
Chinese: Beijing
AFP, Beijing

Beijing yesterday confirmed that a balloon spotted 
flying over Latin America is Chinese, while the 
United States worked to recover what it claimed was 
an unmanned spy craft it shot down at the weekend.

China has expressed fury at Washington’s 
decision to shoot down a device that it insists was 
an unmanned weather surveillance aircraft that had 
veered off course last week.

That balloon sparked outrage in the United 
States, which accused China of an “unacceptable 
violation” of its sovereignty and prompted Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken to call off a planned trip to 
Beijing.

Beijing acknowledged yesterday that the latest 
balloon, spotted by US and Colombian officials 
flying over Latin America at the weekend, was also 
Chinese. Its foreign ministry said the device was of 
“a civilian nature and used for flight tests”. 

“Affected by weather forces in addition to its 
manoeuvrability being limited, the airship deviated 
greatly from its expected course, and accidentally 
entered Latin American and Caribbean airspace,” 
spokesperson Mao Ning told a media briefing.

That statement came three days after what the 
Pentagon characterised as another Chinese spy 
balloon had been seen across Latin America.

Aftershock sows fear
AFP, Diyarbakir

Tulin Akkaya had just started to gather her 
thoughts after being woken by the biggest 
earthquake to strike Turkey in nearly a century 
when a second massive jolt sent her scrambling 
for safety on the street. It was certain to grow and 
Akkaya was trying to piece together the remains 
of her life when a second jolt shook her house and 
sent her rushing out of her apartment. “I am so 
scared. I felt (the aftershock) so strongly because I 
live on the top floor,” the 30-something housewife 
said. “I can’t go back to my apartment now.” 

REUTERS

Some of the world’s most 
deadly earthquakes in the 
past two decades are listed 
below, after a 7.8 magnitude 
quake struck central 
Turkey and northwest 
Syria yesterday and killed 
hundreds of people.
Aug 14, 2021 - HAITI 
A 7.2 magnitude earthquake 
struck southern Haiti, killing 
more than 2,200 people and 
destroying or damaging 
about 13,000 homes.
Sept 28, 2018 - INDONESIA 
A 7.5 magnitude earthquake 
struck the island of Sulawesi, 
resulting in a 1.5 metre 
tsunami and killing more 
than 4,300 people. 
Nov 12, 2017 - IRAN 
A magnitude 7.3 earthquake 
shook the eastern 
Kermanshah region, killing 
more than 400 people. 
At least six people died in 
neighbouring Iraq.
April 16, 2016 - ECUADOR 
A magnitude 7.8 earthquake 
hammered Ecuador, killing 
more than 650 people on the 
country’s Pacific coast.
Apr 25, 2015 - NEPAL 
A magnitude 7.8 earthquake 
ravaged impoverished 
Nepal, killing nearly 9,000 
people and disrupting the 
lives of more than eight 
million.
Aug 3, 2014 - CHINA 
A magnitude 6.3 earthquake 
devastated southwestern 

China, killing at least 600 
people in a remote area of 
Yunnan province.
Sept 24, 2013 - PAKISTAN 
Twin earthquakes, 
measuring 7.7 and 6.8 
magnitude, rattled 
southwestern Balochistan 
province, killing at least 825 
people.
Oct 23, 2011 - TURKEY 
A powerful magnitude 7.2 
earthquake shook southeast 
Turkey, killing more than 600 
people.
March 11, 2011 - JAPAN 
A 9.0 magnitude earthquake 
and tsunami struck Japan’s 
northeast, killing about 
15,690 people and injuring 
5,700. The earthquake also 
triggered the world’s biggest 
nuclear disaster since 
Chernobyl in 1986.
Feb 27, 2010 - CHILE 
An 8.8 magnitude quake 
and subsequent tsunami in 
Chile killed more than 500 
people, wrecking hundreds 
of thousands of homes and 
mangling highways and 
bridges.
Dec 26, 2004 - ASIA 
A 9.15 magnitude 
earthquake off Sumatra 
triggered a tsunami that 
barrelled into Indonesia, 
Thailand, India, Sri Lanka 
and many other countries 
in the region, devastating 
villages and tourist islands 
and leaving almost 230,000 
dead or missing.

MAJOR EARTHQUAKES IN PAST 
TWO DECADES

TIMELINE

Single-use plastic 
waste rises from 
2019-2021
REUTERS, Singapore

Polluting single-use 
plastic production 
rose by 6 million 
tonnes per year from 
2019 to 2021 despite 
tougher worldwide 
regulations, with 
producers making 
“little progress” to tackle the problem and boost 
recycling, new research showed yesterday.

Single-use plastics have emerged as one of the 
world’s most pressing environmental threats, with 
vast amounts of waste buried in landfills or dumped 
untreated in rivers and oceans. The manufacturing 
process is also a major source of climate-warming 
greenhouse gas. 

But while growth has slowed recently, the 
production of single-use plastic from “virgin” fossil 
fuel sources is still nowhere near its peak, and the use 
of recycled feedstocks remains “at best a marginal 
activity”, Australia’s Minderoo Foundation said in 
its Plastic Waste Makers Index.

“Make no mistake, the plastic waste crisis is going 
to get significantly worse before we see an absolute 
year-on-year decline in virgin single-use plastic 
consumption,” it said.

Exxon Mobil XOM.N was at the top of the list of 
global petrochemical companies producing virgin 
polymers used in single-use plastics, followed by 
China’s Sinopec 600028.SS. 

Sinopec also leads the way when it comes to 
building new production facilities over the 2019-
2027 period, the report said.


