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10 hurt as AL 
men clash in 
Tangail
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

At least 10 people, including three 
journalists, were injured in a clash between 
two local Awami League groups over the 
distribution of warm clothes in Tangail’s 
Gopalpur yesterday. 

Few cocktail bombs went off, and 
around 10 motorbikes and two cars were 
vandalised. The injured were taken to 
Gopalpur Upazila Health Complex and 
different private clinics. 

Witnesses and locals said Bhuapur 
Municipality Mayor Masudul Haque 
Masud along with his supporters went 
to distribute warm clothes in Gopalpur. 
When his motorcade reached Alamnagar 
Board Bazar area around 12:00pm, an 
attack was launched on it.

The injured journalists are Ovijit Ghosh, 
district correspondent of Dhakapost.com; 
Ashikur Rahman, camera-person of DBC 
Television, and Farman Sheikh, district 
correspondent of Dhaka Prakash. 

OC Mosharaf Hossain of Gopalpur 
Police Station said on information, a police 
team brought the situation under control. 
“None of the parties lodged any complaint 
with the police station immediately.”

Masud blamed the supporters 
of Tangail-2 (Bhuapur-Gopalpur) 
constituency AL lawmaker Tanveer Hasan 
Chhoto Monir for the incident. 

Contacted, Chhoto Monir said in the 
last UP elections, Masud supported rebel 
candidates for the post of chairman in six 
unions of Bhuapur. 

“I heard that Masud along with these 
rebels went to Gopalpur in the name 
of distributing blankets and spoke 
provocatively against local party men, so 
people protested.” 
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The clash that ensued between two local Awami League groups yesterday left at least 10 
people, including three journalists, injured. Besides, around 10 motorbikes and two cars 
were vandalised, and a few cocktail bombs went off during the incident. PHOTO: COLLECTED

11 more 
hospitalised 
with dengue
UNB, Dhaka

Eleven more people 
were hospitalised with 
dengue in the 24 hours 
till yesterday morning.

Four new patients 
were admitted to 
hospitals in Dhaka and 
the rest outside of the 
capital, according to the 
DGHS.

We stand 
corrected
We regret to state that in a 
report headlined “Tea estate 
ignites wildfire, kills scores 
of animals”, published on 
City Page of the January 
23 issue, our Moulvibazar 
correspondent made 
multiple factual errors, for 
which we express our deep 
regret and stand corrected.

According to the report, 
Hatimara Tea Garden set fire 
to the trees on its leased land 
in Habiganj’s Chunarughat 
upazila near Rema-Kalenga 
Wildlife Sanctuary, causing 
death to dozens of animals.

Actually, the location 
of the tea estate is a few 
kilometres away from the 
sanctuary.

On further inquiry, we 
found that no animals died 
in the fire set by the tea 
garden authorities, and the 
photographs, provided by 
a source, were not actually 
linked to the recent fire 
incident.

In our investigation, we 
also found that the story 
lacked the process of due 
diligence and rigorous 
fact-checking, which is a 
hallmark of our reporting.

We apologise to our 
valued readers and the 
Hatimara Tea Garden 
authorities for the grave 
mistake. And, we are also 
taking appropriate actions 
against those responsible 
for letting The Daily Star 
down by not following 
journalistic standards.

-Editor
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UNDOCUMENTED MIGRANT WORKERS IN GREECE

Regularisation process starts
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Undocumented Bangladeshi migrant workers 
have started to submit applications under an 
amnesty programme offered by the Greece 
government, with about 40 to 50 of them 
already securing “white paper” following 
applications.

The “white paper” or temporary residence 
permit will enable a Bangladeshi to work in 
Greece legally, according to an official at the 
Bangladesh embassy in Athens.

Later, upon scrutiny and approval of the 
applications by the Greek authorities, the 
migrants will be provided with a “residence 
card” for five years, which will be renewable.

Amnesty has been offered to the 

Bangladeshis in line with a Memorandum 
of Understanding signed between the two 
countries in February last year in Dhaka.

An estimated 15,000 undocumented 

Bangladeshi migrants are expected to avail 
themselves of this opportunity with the 
regularisation likely to take place for six 
months initially.

The mission, in a notice yesterday, asked a 

Amnesty has been offered to the 
Bangladeshis in line with MoU 
signed in February last year in 

Dhaka. 
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Man kills father in 
Thakurgaon
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Thakurgaon

A man reportedly killed his father in Shantinagar 
area of Thakurgaon municipality early yesterday.

The victim, timber trader Fazle Alam, 58, was a 
resident of the area.

After killing his father, Golam Azam, 29, 
surrendered at Thakurgaon Police Station that 
morning and narrated the incident.

Kamal Hossain, officer-in-charge (OC) of the 
police station, confirmed that the incident took 
place at the family’s house around 3:00am.

Relatives and neighbours said Golam has a 
mental disorder, which was diagnosed about three 
years ago. 

On Sunday night, Golam went to sleep at a place 
beside his father’s room. At that time, no one was 
present except him and Fazle.

Due to unknown reasons, he entered his 
father’s room and stabbed him with a knife, killing 
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3 DU students 
sent to jail
DU CORRESPONDENT

Police arrested three Dhaka University students 
when they tried to escape after beating and 
snatching Tk 15,000  from a covered-van driver on 
Buet campus on Sunday.

They were sent to jail by a Dhaka court 
yesterday, after the victim filed a case against 
them with Shahbagh police station, said OC Nur 
Mohammad.

DU Proctor Prof AKM Golam Rabbani said, 
“Police took action as per the law. If necessary, 
we will help them in this regard.” Meanwhile, DU 
authorities yesterday suspended two BCL leaders 
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