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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

A blatant example of misuse of 
power has been witnessed at a school 
in Patuakhali’s Bauphal upazila, and 
this corruption is robbing students 
of their playing field.

The headteacher’s brother has 
occupied the field of Kumbkhali-
Kathikul Government Primary 
School to run his contracting 
business and supply construction 
materials.

Students and their guardians have 
repeatedly expressed their anger 
over the matter but to no avail. A few 
students of the school, not willing to 
be named, said they cannot play any 
sports on the field anymore.

Guardians and locals said this 
has been the state of affairs at the 
school for nearly two years.

The contractor, Asim Kumar 
Pal, is the brother of headteacher 

Arun Kumar Pal.
Several parents talked about 

the injustice playing out in front 
of their eyes, but wished to remain 
anonymous as the perpetrator was 
the headmaster’s brother, and they 
feared that protesting publicly 
could have an adverse impact on 
their children.

Asim has also been making 
pillars on the school field in 
addition to operating his business 
on the premises.

Headteacher Arun said, “I have 
instructed my brother to remove 
all the goods from the field.”

Asim has also confirmed that he 
would clear the field.

Bauphal Upazila Education 
Officer Atiqul Islam said there is 
no opportunity for running any 
business by occupying a school 
field. Immediate action will be 
taken in this regard.

School field in clutches 
of headteacher’s brother

Asim Kumar Pal -- brother of Arun Kumar Pal,  headteacher of Kumbkhali-Kathikul Government 
Primary School -- has been running his business by illegally occupying the school’s field for 
nearly two years, according to guardians and locals. He was even seen trying to set up pillars 
on the premises. As a result, students are being deprived of a place to play. PHOTO: STAR

DENGUE FEVER

1 dead, 5 
hospitalised 
in 24 hours
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least one dengue 
patient died and five 
were hospitalised across 
the country in the last 
24 hours till yesterday 
morning.

With the new death, 
the total number of 
deaths rose to eight this 
year. The total number 
of dengue cases stands 
at 593, according to the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services.

Abducted boy 
yet to be traced 
after 10 days
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Police could not trace the whereabouts of a boy till 
yesterday, even 10 days after the three-year-old was 
abducted in Chattogram city’s EPZ area.

On January 25, Md Hridoy was abducted while he 
was playing with his sister in front of their house in the 
area, said police.

At that time, his day labourer father Robiul Awal, 28, 
and garment worker mother were at their respective 
workplaces.

The victim’s father filed a case with EPZ Police 
Station accusing two women on January 26.

According to the case statement, an unidentified 
woman lured the boy’s sister and gave her Tk 20 to buy 
some chocolates. 

When she went to a shop to buy some candy, the 
woman abducted the boy, it added. 

Sub-inspector Rana Pratap, also the investigation 
officer of the case, said, “As per a CCTV footage, two 
women first took away the boy and boarded a rickshaw. 
On the way, a youth joined them and left the area.”

“We are continuing our search for the boy,” he 
added.
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BOGURA-4 BY-POLLS

Hero Alom applies 
for vote recount
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Bogura

Ashraful Hossain Alam, 
widely known as Hero 
Alom, yesterday applied 
for a vote recount of the 
Bogura-4 by-polls which he lost by 834 votes.

Alom, who contested the February 1 by-polls as 
an independent candidate, alleged that election 
results were changed during vote counting.

Hero Alom applied for recounting votes of 
45 polling stations of Bogura-4, said Assistant 
Returning Officer Mahmud Hasan.

He said, “Hero Alom came to our office to 
submit his application for recounting votes but I 
was not at the office at the time. Later, he went to 
Bogura deputy commissioner’s office, where the 
officials on behalf of the returning officer received 
his application.”

Independent candidate Hero Alom lost to Jatiya 
Samajtantrik Dal candidate AKM Rezaul Karim 
Tansen by 834 votes in the by-polls.  

Murder 
accused 
hacked 
to death
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Shariatpur

A murder case accused 
was hacked to death in 
Madaripur Sadar upazila 
early yesterday.

The deceased -- 
Awal Madbor, 55, from 
Panchkhola village in the 
upazila -- was an accused 
in Awami League leader 
Saheb Ali Madbar murder 
case, said Md Monowar 
Hossain Chowdhury, 
officer-in-charge of Sadar 
Model Police Station.

Some miscreants called 
Awal out of his shop at 
Anandabazar while he was 
asleep around 1:00am, said 
the OC.

“They then hacked him 
and fled the scene leaving 
him critically injured. He 
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