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BCL leader suspended
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The decision was taken 
on February 1 as per the 
recommendation of a probe 
committee, reads an official 
notice signed by the hall 
Provost Prof Abdul Bashir.

According to the notice, 
on December 26, Rakibul 
assaulted a senior student 
inside the hall, and the 
investigation committee 
found proof of the 
allegation.

That gun-toting man
FROM PAGE 5

journalists were injured in 
the clash. Niazul himself 
was assaulted on that day, 
after he raised his firearm 
in the mob. Later, a case 
was filed accusing him for 
trying to kill Ivy. 

After five years of 
investigation, Police 
Bureau of Investigation 
(PBI) submitted the charge 
sheet in the court on 
November 23 last year 
against 12 people, making 
Niazul the prime accused.

Superintendent of PBI 
district office Monirul 
Islam said the district 
administration cancelled 
the licence of Niazul’s 
pistol after the incident.

Meanwhile, many have 
criticised making the 
accused assaulter of Ivy, 
a leader of Awami League 
who has been mayor for 
three consecutive terms, 
a ward president of the 
party.

Jahangir Alam, former 
joint secretary of district 
AL, said, “Not only the 
party people, but also the 
general public are having 
a hard time accepting the 
development.”

“Niazul is an armed 
criminal. The whole 
world witnessed that he 
walked with his pistol to 
shoot mayor Ivy. This is a 
disgraceful incident for the 
party,” he said.

Advocate Mahbubur 
Rahman Masum, a rights 
activist and former 

president of Narayanganj 
Press Club, said, “Making 
the man... a president 
of the ruling party is 
an alarming signal for 
common people.”

However, Anwar 
Hossain, metropolitan AL 
president, said, “There was 
no contesting candidate 
for the post of president 
in ward-12. So, despite 
being ‘controversial’, 
Niazul Islam became the 
president unopposed.”

Local sources say Niazul 
is a close follower of Awami 
League MP AKM Shamim 
Osman of Narayanganj-4 
constituency.

Niazul got a lift in 
1986 during the regime 
of Hussain Muhammad 
Ershad, which was backed 
by Shamim Osman’s elder 
brother, Jatiya Party’s late 
lawmaker AKM Nasim 
Osman.

He is one of the main 
accused in the Kamal and 
Kalam double murder 
case, filed in 1988.

Niazul’s elder brother 
Nazrul Islam Sweet was 
killed in a “gunfight” 
with Rab during the 
BNP-Jamaat coalition 
government.

Niazul fled to India 
during that government’s 
tenure and returned to 
the country when Awami 
League came to power in 
2008, said local sources.

Niazul could not be 
contacted for comments. 

They snatch 300
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file general diaries after 
such mugging incidents so 
that law enforcers can at 
least find out the hotspots.

The arrestees are Md 
Mizan, Amirul Islam Babu, 
Sharif Hossain, Ridoy, Raj, 

Suman, Sohel Babu, Ridoy, 
Moniruzzaman, Nazmul, 
Monir, Imran, Faruk, 
Ashraful Islam Sajib, Arif 
and Hasan.

A case has been filed 
with Uttarkhan Police 
Station in this regard.

585 killed in 593 road
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However, the number of 
deaths came down by 4.6 
percent in January this 
year, compared to the 
same period last year, it 
claimed.

Among the victims, 
206 were drivers, 109 
were pedestrians, 35 were 
transport workers, 53 were 
students, 10 were teachers, 
13 were law enforcers and 
14 were politicians. Besides, 
among the victims, 115 
were women and 62 were 
children, it said.

The organisation also 
said 51.60 percent of 
road accidents took place 
when vehicles ran over 
pedestrians, while 22.25 
crashes were head-on 
collisions and 12.47 percent 
occurred after vehicles 
fell into ditches after the 
drivers lost control over 
the wheels.

At least 46 people 
were killed and 78 were 
injured in 44 rail-related 
accidents and 11 killed 
and one injured and six 
went missing in 13 riverine 
accidents, it said.

The Samity usually 
publishes reports on road 
crashes after two Eids 
and an annual report in 

January. 
However, for the first 

time, they have decided 
to publish monthly 
reports, Samity’s Secretary 
General Mozammel Hoque 
Khan told The Daily Star 
yesterday.

Asked about the reason, 
he said the severity of road 
crashes is intensifying with 
the sharp rise of vehicles in 
the country.

“We want the 
government’s involvement 
in reducing road crashes 
significantly. That’s why 
we decided to publish 
monthly reports on the 
issue, to reveal the real 
picture of road safety in 
the country,” he said.

When asked, he said 
they publish the reports 
maintaining due diligence. 
“We also provided the 
proof backing our data to 
the authorities as per their 
demand.” 

Mozammel said the 
government has also 
decided to publish monthly 
reports on road accidents. 
“They can verify our report 
and we are ready to clarify 
any misunderstanding and 
assist the authorities to 
solve the crisis,” he added.                                                                                                                      

Bangladesh, South
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Deputy Foreign Minister 
of South Africa Candith 
Mashego Dlamini in 
Pretoria on February 3 
and discussed areas of 
cooperation.

Referring to his meeting 
with the Business Unity 
South Africa which 
took place on Thursday, 
Shahriar Alam said the 
organisation has shown 
interest in working with 
Bangladeshi chambers.

He expressed hope 
that with mutual efforts, 
bilateral trade between 
Bangladesh and South 
Africa may be enhanced to 
one billion dollars.

The state minister 
proposed formation of a 
Bangladesh-South Africa 
business council to assess 
potentials and discuss 
business matters.

Deputy Foreign Minister 
of South Africa Dlamini 
proposed that both sides 
may exchange knowledge 
in agriculture and 
peacekeeping areas. 

She assured that the 
South African government 
would try to ease the visa 
procedure of Bangladeshi 
applicants.

Something for everyone
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Masud Rana, manager of 
Abosar, said, “This year’s 
fair has been raising 
our hope from the very 
beginning. Sales are 
increasing slowly but 
the number of people is 
keeping our hopes alive.”

Children in particular 
had a jolly time on the 
fourth day of the fair, in the 
company of their favourite 
characters Tuktuki, Halum, 
Ikri and Shiku from 
Sisimpur. One such child, 
Raisa Jahan, who came 

from Lalbagh, said she had 
a fun time dancing with her 
favourite characters, while 
little Rabbi said he only 
came to the fair to meet his 
favourites from Sisimpur. 

Amid the fun and 
merriment, they also 
interacted with the 
children on multiple 
educational topics, much 
to the joy of the children’s 
parents as well. 

According to Bangla 
Academy, 113 new books 
were published on the 
fourth day of the fair. 
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Haisya Bala 
Malakar’s 
death anniv
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
28th death 
anniversary 
of Haisya 
B a l a 
M a l a k a r , 
mother of 
former secretary Dhiraj 
Malakar, said a press 
release.  She passed away 
on this day in 1995.

More minority
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India and Bangladesh are 
two separate countries, 
our minds are the same. 
When there is a problem 
due to some miscreants on 
the other side, the image 
of Bangladesh also gets 
tarnished.”

Addressing the political 
leaders of Bangladesh, 
he said, “I hope that such 
incidents will not be 
repeated. We are bound 
together and we will 
always be, just like during 
the Liberation War of 

Bangladesh.”
Gobinda Chandra 

Pramanik, secretary 
general of the Mohajote, 
said, “Members of the 
Hindu community will 
think a hundred times 
before going to vote in the 
polls. Gone are the days 
when they voted just by 
looking at a symbol.”

Jatiya Party co-
chairman Syed Abu 
Hossain Babla and Salma 
Islam also spoke at the 
programme. 

Monowera 
Islam’s death 
anniv today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Today is the 
29th death 
anniversary 
o f 
M o n o we r a 
I s l a m 
Chowdhury, 
wife of former district and 
sessions judge Nurul Islam 
Chowdhury.

On the occasion, 
Qurankhwani and a doa 
mahfil will be held at 
her residence at Road-
4, House-6, Sector-5 in 
Uttara, Dhaka after the 
Fazr and Maghrib prayers.

No bridge even two
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construction of pillars and 
one slab have already been 
completed. “We hope to 
finish the work soon.” 

Locals said three people, 
including Tofazzal Hossain 
Tofa, former chairman of 
Hugra union parishad and 
general secretary of Sadar 
upazila unit of Awami 
League, are involved in the 
construction work.

Locals could not protest 
the reported negligence 
as the sub contractors are 
very influential, he said.

Noor-e-Alam Tuhin, 
chairman of Hugra union 
parishad, said, “The union 
parishad had constructed 
a wooden bridge twice and 
filled earth to construct 

a diversion road for 
facilitating movement of 
the people.”

Tofazzal Hossain Tofa, 
one of the subcontractors, 
said the work could not 
be completed for a variety 
of reasons. He, however, 
promised to finish the work 
as soon as possible without 
elaborating further.

Rafiqul Islam, executive 
engineer of LGED in 
Tangail, said construction 
work could not be 
completed on time due to 
lack of funds.

“However, the fund 
has been provided with 
an extended deadline. We 
hope that the work will be 
completed by the next two 
months,” he added.

Anwar Hossain 
passes away
BSS, Dhaka

A n w a r 
H o s s a i n , 
f o r m e r 
m a n a g i n g 
d i r e c t o r 
(MD) of 
K h u l n a 
Newsprint Mills and 
father of Bangladesh 
Sangbad Sangstha Special 
Correspondent Tanzim 
Anwar, passed away early 
yesterday.

He breathed his last 
at 1:30am at Dhanmondi 
Popular Hospital, aged 78.

He left behind wife, two 
sons and a daughter to 
mourn his death. He also 
served as managing director 
of Khulna Hardboard Mills, 
Karnaphuli Rayon and 
Chemicals Limited and 
Pakshi Paper Mills.

Anwar had been 
suffering from various 
old-age complications. He 
will be buried at his family 
graveyard at his ancestral 
village Dorillah in Nandail 
upazila, Mymensigh today. 

Jatiya Press Club, Dhaka 
Reporters’ Unity, Aviation 
and Tourism Journalists’ 
Forum of Bangladesh and 
Diplomatic Correspondent 
Association, Bangladesh 
expressed profound shock 
at his death.

First death 
anniversary of 
Rabeya Khan
CITY DESK

Today is the 
first death 
anniversary 
of Rabeya 
K h a n 
F e r o z a , 
wife of late 
Sultan uz Zaman Khan 
(CSP 1955 batch). 

She was the eldest 
daughter of late Fazlul 
Huq Mowla, a pioneer of 
insurance in Bangladesh. 

She lived in Bangkok, 
Thailand for 15 years while 
her husband was in ESCAP 
from 1977-1992.  

She left behind two 
daughters, Anita and 
Rebecca, along with a host 
of family members. 

Friends, relatives and 
well-wishers are requested 
to pray for the salvation of 
her departed soul.

World’s longest river 
cruise Ganga Vilas 
anchors at Mongla

STAR REPORT

Ganga Vilas, the longest river cruise in the world, 
which will connect the Indian town of Varanasi with 
Diburgarh town in Assam with nearly half of the 
journey through Bangladesh territory, has reached 
Mongla Port in Bagerhat.

On its arrival at the port yesterday, State Minister 
for Shipping Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury and 
India High Commissioner to Bangladesh Pranay 
Verma welcomed the tourists, reports our Khulna 
correspondent.

In his welcome remarks, High Commissioner 
Pranay Verma said the river cruise is a historic 
development that demonstrates the power of rivers 
to connect the peoples of India and Bangladesh.

He hoped that the cruise would unlock the new 
potential for heritage and ecotourism in both India 
and Bangladesh, including the Sundarbans.

On Friday, Sarbananda Sonowal, the cabinet 
minister of ports, shipping and waterways of India, 
tweeted, “Rejoicement across Borders! World’s 
longest river cruise MV #GangaVilas enters 
Bangladesh to a warm welcome as it continues its 
majestic journey from Varanasi to Dibrugarh.”
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