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At the meeting, former 
secretary general of Baira 
Ali Haider Chowdhury said 
the chaotic incident left 
him disheartened.

“Baira has become an 
institution over the years. 
However, today’s incident 
has hurt me,” he said, 
urging Baira members to 
keep patience and work for 
a common cause.

Among others, Baira 
Secretary General 
Shameem Ahmed 
Chowdhury Noman, 
executive committee 
member Ruhul Amin 
Shwapon, and former 
president Benjir Ahmed 
spoke.

Habiganj
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meeting that a designated 
space will be allocated for 
garbage dumping in the 
area. However, there was 
no follow-up on the matter. 
The river, as a result, has 
lost its navigability and 
turned into a canal,” said 
ATM Mahmudul Islam 
Yusuf, president of Mirpur 
Byabsayee Samiti. 

Prof Zahir Bin Alam of 
civil and environmental 
engineering at Shahjalal 
University of Science and 
Technology (Sust), said 
if the river is dredged 
properly, it will not be 
beneficial. “There remains 
a danger that the bottom 
will be filled up again,” said 
Prof Zahir. 

Contacted, Bahubol 
UNO Mohua Sharmeen 
Fatema said, “While digging 
this river, our people faced 
some obstacles and so, we 
could not continue the 
work. However, after I took 
office, no trader from the 
market came to me with 
any complaint regarding 
the issue.”

Couple burnt
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his home around 5:30am 
and rushed there with 
several others to rescue the 
people.

“We broke open the door 
and saw the clothes of the 
two were still burning while 
they were on the kitchen 
floor unconscious. We 
immediately doused the 
fire,” he told The Daily Star.

Shahidul said they found 
no gas left in the cylinder even 
though it was undamaged.

Bhatara police recovered 
the bodies and sent them 
to the morgue of Shaheed 
Suhrawardy Medical 
College for autopsy.

Morgue sources said the 
bodies have deep burns.

Deceased Majid’s two 
sons live in Italy with their 
families. One of the sons 
was scheduled to arrive on 
February 12, said Imran, 
Majid’s nephew.

Mujibnagar
FROM PAGE 3

entrepreneurs and give 
them all kinds of assistance 
at preliminary stage.

The university will 
also cooperate students 
or teachers to use their 
invention, intellectual 
property in processing, 
marketing, and its usage 
commercially. 

As per the bill, the 
discipline committee will 
propose the syndicate to 
take appropriate steps for 
resisting and preventing 
sexual harassment, 
violence and ragging.

A threat
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journalist. According 
to that law, taking any 
information from a secret 
place will be punishable. 
But the health ministry 
is not a secret place, 
and there is no legal bar 
on journalists taking 
information from there for 
professional work,” read 
the statement.

On January 23, the 
court directed the Police 
Bureau of Investigation 
(PBI) to further investigate 
the case following the 
complainant’s no-
confidence petition. 

This was seven months 
after the Detective Branch 
of police submitted 
the final report, which 
mentioned that the charges 
against Rozina have not 
been proved, they said in 
the statement.

“The health ministry... 
continues to harass her 
with a no-confidence 
petition even though the 
allegations were not proved 
in the police investigation,” 
it said.  

“This behaviour is a 
threat to independent 
journalism,” added the 
statement.

Prof Serajul Islam 
Chowdhury, Justice 
MA Matin, Prof Abul 
Kasem Fazlul Haque, 
Prof Anu Mohammed, 
Syeda Rizwana Hasan, 
Moinul Islam, Rasheda 
K Choudhury, ZI Khan 
Panna, MM Akash and 
Mamunur Rashid are 
among the signatories of 
the statement.
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Abdul Haye 
passes away
STAR REPORT

Prof AHM 
A b d u l 
H a y e , 
fo u n d i n g 
d i r e c t o r 
of the 
I n s t i t u t e 
of Modern 
Languages at Dhaka 
University, passed away on 
January 28. He was 84, said 
a press release.

He is survived by his wife, 
two daughters, sons-in-law, 
a grandson, and a host of 
relatives and well-wishers 
to mourn his death.

All are requested to pray 
for the salvation of the 
departed soul.

Death anniv 
of Hasina 
Begum today
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
1st death 
anniversary 
of Hasina 
Begum, wife 
of late AKM 
Nurun Nabi, 
former district registrar, 
said a press release.

Hasina Begum, mother 
of the Financial Times 
Editor Anwarul Kabir 
Shahzada, died of a cardiac 
arrest on this day in 2022, 
aged 77.

Qurankhwani and a doa 
mahfil will be held after the 
Juma prayers at Gopibagh 
graveyard today.

A doa and milad mahfil 
will also be held today at 
Shah Saheb Bari Mosque, 
near her residence at 
Momembagh after the 
Juma and Asr prayers. The 
same programmes will be 
held simultaneously at the 
mosque adjacent to her 
Nijpanua village home in 
Chhagalnaiya upazila of 
Feni. 

Besides, Qurankhwani 
and a doa mahfil will be 
held after Zohr prayers 
at the Gulbagh mosque 
tomorrow.  He family 
members requested all to 
attend those programmes 
to pray for the salvation of 
he departed soul.

Khurshida 
Haque’s death 
anniv today
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
12th death 
anniversary 
of Begum 
Khurshida 
Haque, wife 
of late MA 
Haque, a former minister, 
top ranking police officer, 
founding president of 
Bangladesh Association of 
International Recruiting 
Agencies (BAIRA), writer 
and founder of Police 
Welfare Society. 

On the occasion, a doa 
mahfil has been arranged. 
Besides, food items will 
be distributed among the 
destitute at orphanage 
and prayers will be offered 
at mosque, said a press 
release.

Hero Alom
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president of the proposed 
district Jubo League 
committee. “I hear that a 
misunderstanding occurred 
between journalists and 
Shipul,” he said.

OC Noor-a-Alam Siddiqui 
of Sadar Police Station 
said they  received a verbal 
complaint and legal action 
will be taken if a written 
complaint is received.


