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INJECTING POISON

HC summons 
AL leader for 
killing 50 trees
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday 
summoned a local 
Awami League leader, 
Shahriar Alam, and told 
him to explain his role in 
reportedly killing 50 palm 
trees on Baigachha Road in 
Rajshahi’s Bagmara upazila 
by using insecticides.

Shahriar, senior vice 
president of Shubhadanga 
union under Bagmara 
upazila, has been ordered 
to appear before Justice 
Abu Taher Md Saifur 
Rahman and Justice AKM 
Rabiul Hassan at 10:30am 
on February 12.

Terming it shocking, 
the court also ordered the 
local UNO and agriculture 
office to probe the reported 
allegation and submit a 
report in seven days.

The bench issued the 
summons order as a suo 
muto (voluntary) move, 
following an editorial 
published on Bangla daily 
Prothom Alo on January 31, 
headlined “50 Talgachhe 
Keetnashok (insecticides 
on 50 palm trees)”.

Citing a report 
published on Prothom Alo, 
the editorial said Shahriar 
put insecticides inside the 
50 trees by extracting their 
barks.
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PATUAKHALI’S KALAPARA

Houses, fish enclosures at 
the expense of mangroves

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Destroying mangrove forests, 
fish enclosures and residential 
houses are being constructed 
in Patuakhali’s Kalapara. Locals 
alleged that rather than protecting 
the forests, forest department is 
assisting a vested quarter to cut 
different species of trees including 
chaila, keora, bine and golgach. 

Over the years, the mangrove 
forests have earned a reputation 
as green walls, for shielding people 
from cyclones and various natural 
disasters. Locals said if tree felling 
goes on unabated, they will be more 
vulnerable to storms.

Around 330km of embankment 
was constructed in Kalapara upazila 
in the 1960s to protect arable  land 
and crops from salt water. Mangrove 
forests have been created outside 
these flood control dykes. 

In a recent visit to Madhukhali 
village of Mithaganj union, it was 
seen that fish enclosures are being 
built on the banks of Sutakhali 
canal on the south side of East 
Dhukhali bazar. 

Local Abul Kalam Khan is 

building the enclosures on about 
1.50 acres of land outside the flood 
control dyke. 

Asked, he said a landless person 
named Moslem was allotted 1.50 
acres of land by the government. 
After his death, Kalam said he 
bought the land from Moslem’s son 
Fakirul and his wife Farida Begum. 

Another local Sahin Hawladar 
is building a fish enclosure by 
uprooting trees on about an acre 

of land, occupying the canal bank 
on the south side of Kalam’s fish 
enclosure. 

He did not agree to talk to this 
correspondent in this regard.

Besides, one Yusuf Sikdar is 
building a permanent establishment 
occupying 40 decimals of land on 

the west bank of the canal. Sikder 
claimed that he owns the land. 

Ferdous Gazi of the same area 
has occupied the bank of a canal 
and built a house. He said he built 
a house on the land in front of his  
grandson’s property.

Contacted, Latachapali Union 
Chairman Anshar Uddin Molla, 
said, “A group of people are felling 
trees during night to build houses 
and fish enclosures.”

Forest Department Mohipur 
Range Officer, Abul Kalam Azad, 
couldn’t be reached for comment 
despite several attempts. 

However, Patuakhali Divisional 
Forest Officer Abdullah Al Mamun, 
said the matter will be investigated. 
“If necessary, those involved in 
these activities will be identified and 
brought under the law,” he added.

Contacted, Shankar Chandra 
Baidya, Kalapara UNO and upazila 
forest and environment committee 
president, said the range officers 
of  Forest Department have been 
instructed to take necessary legal 
action against those involved in the 
destruction of mangrove species 
and protected forest areas.

Inspiring others to stand 
on their feet

Narsingdi woman sees success in quail farming

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narsingdi

It all began in 2002 when Hridoy, 
the only son of Anuwara Begum 
Doly, brought two quail birds to 
their home from his maternal 
uncle. But little did Doly know 
that it would be the start to 
her journey as a successful 
entrepreneur and role model for 
women across the district.

Doly, a resident of Narsingdi’s 
Polasherchor under Zinardi 
Union, recently shared her 
success story with The Daily Star.

The birds started giving two 
eggs a day after three months, 
she said. She sold the eggs to the 
local market and earned some 
extra money. Motivated, she 
requested her husband to bring 
her more quail birds. 

That went on for a while. 
Seeing profit in the venture, 
she asked him to invest more 
and start a full fledged business. 
Although her husband was 

initially opposed to the idea, he 
ultimately brought 600 quails 
by investing Tk 20,000.

Her husband got trained on 
rearing quails from the Youth 
Development Department and 
passed the knowledge to Doly. 
Together, they started operating 
a full scale quail farm.

“Soon, we started to see 
profits. Although my husband 

passed away 10 years ago, I 
carried on with my farms and 
helped those who wanted to 
follow in our footsteps.”

She is now a proud owner 
of two farms where 35,000-
40,000 quails are being reared.  
She gets between 8,000 and 
10,000 eggs a day, for which she 
earns around Tk 25,000. She 
sells 100 pieces at Tk 230 to Tk 

250, she said. 
After taking all relevant 

expenses into account, she 
makes a profit of Tk 15,000 to 
Tk 18,000 per day, meaning her 
monthly profit is between Tk 3.5 
lakh to Tk 4 lakh.

Besides, she now supplies 
quails to about 8,000 farms and 
entrepreneurs.

“Using  incubators, I produce 
about 80,000 to 90,000 birds 
from eggs in a month,” she 
added. 

Her only son Hridoy is now an 
engineering student at a private 
university in Dhaka.

But it wasn’t always smooth 
sailing for Doly. “My farms were 
affected by bird flu in 2007. 
Many of my birds died during 
this time.”

“But I refused to give up. I 
received a donation of Tk 9 lakh 
from the then government and 
started all over again,” she added.
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ODE TO EKUSHEY 

SC chamber 
judge delivers 
160 orders in 
Bangla
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In a very rare move, the 
Supreme Court chamber 
judge has delivered 160 
orders in Bangla instead of 
English in total 158 cases 
yesterday, the first day of 
February, the month of 
Mother Language.

Justice M Enayetur 
Rahim, chamber judge of 
the Appellate Division, has 
done this showing respect 
to the Mother Language 
and the Language Martyrs 
and as a part of introducing 
Bangla in the judicial 
system.

“From now on, I will try 
to pass all orders in Bangla 
instead of English until I will 
conduct judicial functions 
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Firefighters dousing the blaze after a fire breaks out at the 
Export Processing Zone in Mongla, Bagerhat yesterday. No 
casualty was reported. It took 12 units of firefighters to bring the 
situation under control in 24 hours. The EPZ authorities formed a 
committee to find out the cause of fire. PHOTO: STAR

2nd Edition

Man who stole 1,000 
bikes in 15 years held
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detectives claimed to have arrested a 
member of a gang of motorcycle thieves 
who was involved in stealing around 
1,000 bikes over the last 15 years.

A team of DB arrested Abdul Khaleq 
on Tuesday while investigating a general 
diary filed with Turag Police Station, 
Mohammad Harun Or Rashid, chief of 
detective branch of Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police, told reporters at his office 
yesterday.

Detectives also recovered 12 stolen 
motorcycles based on his information.

“During primary interrogation, 
Khaleq admitted that he stole around 
1,000 motorcycle in the last 15 years,” he 
said.

“He had at least seven others 
accomplices who were arrested by law 
enforcers earlier. The gang members 
committed the same crime after getting 
released on bail,” he said.

The DB official said the theft of 
motorcycles is rampant and they often 
get complaints that bikes are being 
stolen from garages or roads.

He asked people to be careful before 
buying old motorcycles, and to check if 
documents were valid.


