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Feasibility study 
for Ctg metro 
rail begins
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

The feasibility study for the construction of 
metro rail in Chattogram began yesterday.

Road Transport and Bridges Minster 
Obaidul Quader virtually inaugurated 
the project titled “Transport Master Plan 
and Preliminary Feasibility Study for 
Urban Metro Rail Transit Construction of 
Chattogram Metropolitan Area (CMA)” 
during a ceremony held at a hotel in the 
port city.

The estimated cost of the feasibility-
study project is around Tk 70.6 crore. 
It will be done with joint funding from 
the government and Korea International 
Cooperation Agency (Koica).

The duration of the study is estimated 
to be from January 2023 to June 2025. It 
is being implemented by Dhaka Transport 
Coordination Authority (DTCA).

Obaidul Quader said that Chattogram 
is the commercial capital of the country. 
For this, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
has planned to build metro rail here after 
Dhaka.

The work of upgrading Dhaka-
Chattogram highway to six lanes will start 
soon, he noted. 

Chattogram-Cox’s Bazar Road will also 
be upgraded to four lanes, he added.

Quader said the work of Bangabandhu 
Tunnel is almost complete. It will be open 
for public after the PM gives her time to 
inaugurate it. 

Information Minister Hasan Mahmud, 
Chairman of Chattogram Development 
Authority Zahirul Alam Dubash, Director 
of the feasibility-study project Tony 
Ilho Jung, South Korean Ambassador 
to Bangladesh Lee Jang-keun, and 
Chattogram City Corporation Mayor 
Rezaul Karim Chowdhury also spoke at 
the event among others.
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Ensure recreation 
for Dhaka’s slum 
children
Experts say at dialogue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Effective planning and sustainable initiatives are 
needed to create playing facilities and recreational 
spaces for marginalised children in urban slum 
areas, said speakers at a dialogue yesterday.

There is an acute shortage of recreational 
facilities and playgrounds for children and 
adolescents in urban areas of Bangladesh including 
Dhaka. 

However, the shortage of such child-friendly 
spaces is most acute for children in informal 
settlements, including slums in urban areas, they 
said at the dialogue held at Save the Children office 
in the capital.

The dialogue was jointly organised by IPD, Save 
The Children Bangladesh, Bhumijo and Seep.

Due to the lack of playgrounds and recreational 
facilities, many children who grow up in different 
slums of Dhaka have become involved in various 
crimes, they said.

With the effective involvement of development 
partners alongside government initiatives, it is 
possible to create child-friendly spaces in slum 
areas, they added.

Executive Director of Institute for Planning and 
Development Prof Adil Muhammed Khan said a 
plan needs to be formulated now to create at least 
one child-friendly area in all slum areas of Dhaka. 

Prof Akter Mahmud of Jahangirnagar University 
said the number of playgrounds and recreational 
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An unwritten 
martial law 
prevails in 

the hills. The 
displaced people 
were supposed to 
be rehabilitated, 
but whenever we 
go to talk about 

the issue, settlers 
impose strikes 

and blockades to 
stop the process.

RASHED KHAN 

MENON

Lawmaker

They [AL] have 
been in power 

for 14 years 
with a landslide 
majority in the 

parliament. 
They can easily 
implement the 

accord if they are 
cordial about the 

issue.

SHAH ALAM

President, Communist 
Party of Bangladesh

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

It is not possible to establish peace in the rest 
of the country keeping the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts in an uproar, said speakers at a rally in 
Chattogram yesterday.

The implementation of the CHT Peace Accord 
is a must to establish peace in the hills, they said 
in the divisional solidarity rally, organised by 
CHT Peace Accord Implementation Movement, 
to mark 25 years of the accord’s signing, in 
front of Chattogram Jela Parishad Bhaban.

Lawmaker Rashed Khan Menon, also 
president of Workers’ Party of Bangladesh, 
said the CHT accord was signed after a long 
movement in 1997.

“I had the privilege to be associated with 
the process. Twenty-five years have gone by but 
it is seen with utmost concern that the hills 
are still in an uproar,” said Menon. “The rest 
of the country is being made unstable due to 
this. We know from media reports that radical 

organisations have been conducting armed 
training in the hills, involving youths from 
across the country.” 

Menon also said he has appealed to 
the government on multiple occasions to 
implement the accord fully. 

Besides, many indigenous communities 
were displaced due to the influx of people from 
across the country during the Ziaur Rahman 
regime, he said.

“An unwritten martial law prevails in the 
hills. The displaced people were supposed to be 
rehabilitated, but whenever we go to talk about 
the issue, settlers impose strikes and blockades 
to stop the process,” he added. 

Saukhin Chakma, member of CHT Regional 
Council, said as the peace accord has not been 
implemented in 25 years, the hills are still in a 
tumultuous state.

“Different groups and sub-groups have been 
created in the hills under the patronisation of 

‘Peace remains elusive 
without CHT accord’

Speakers tell Ctg rally
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1 killed, 3 injured 
in road crash
Man trapped under truck’s 
wheel for 2.5hrs
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Munshiganj

A bus-helper was killed after a truck ploughed into 
a crowd and fell into a ditch at Bhaterchar New Road 
area in Munshiganj’s Gazaria upazila on Monday 
night.

The deceased was identified as Nasim, 18, 
a resident of Haldia village in Munshiganj’s 
Louhajang upazila. Besides, three were also injured 
in the accident. 

Firefighters had to go through a frantic effort to 
rescue an injured person stuck under the truck’s 
wheel for two and a half hours.

The rescued person Mukul Hossain, 40, is a 
resident of Rayer Bagh in Dhaka. The two other 
injured  -- Shahjahan, 32 and Md Mehedi Hasan, 
28, -- were undergoing treatment at different 
hospitals in the capital, as their condition was 
critical. 

Injured Mukul is a bus driver and Nasim was his 
helper. They were waiting at the area to return home 
after doing maintenance work on their bus at the 
area. 

The Dhaka-bound truck -- carrying rods -- lost 
control and ploughed into a crowd at Bhaterchar 
on Dhaka-Chattogram highway around 9.30pm 
on Monday, said ASM Rashedul Islam, in-charge of 
Bhaterchar Highway Police Station.

After hitting four people, the vehicle fell into 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1  

Constitutional 

vacuum if not 

for JP: Chunnu
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Jatiya Party MP Mujibul Haque Chunnu yesterday 
told parliament that if a section of JP leaders 
hadn’t rebelled against HM Ershad to participate 
in the 2014 election under the leadership of 
Raushan Ershad, there might have been an 
unconstitutional situation in the country.

The JP secretary general said this while 
speaking on a point of order in Jatiya Sangsad.

He said that some of them participated in the 
elections under the leadership of Raushan Ershad 
in 2014 by rebelling against Jatiya Party founding 
chairman HM Ershad.

Chunnu said in the 2008 elections, Jatiya Party 
took part as the grand alliance.  

“2014 and 2018… Jatiya Party always participated 
in elections and is an election-oriented party.”

Chunnu mentioned that Jatiya Party has proved 
that the practice of boycotting the parliament is 
bad.

He recalled that the 2014 elections were 
boycotted by the Jatiya Party. At the last moment, 
HM Ershad said not to contest, and he wrote 
letters to all the candidates across the country to 
withdraw their nominations. 

“There was such a situation that day... BNP 
doesn’t come to the election... If Jatiya Party didn’t 
come then a constitutional vacuum would have 
been created.”

Pointing to Awami League MP Motahar Hossain 
of Lalmonirhat-1  constituency, Chunnu said in 
2014, if JP hadn’t contested under the leadership 
of Begum Ershad, then Motahar couldn’t have 
become MP  or state minister.  

Meanwhile, Speaker Shirin Sharmin 
Chaudhury gave a ruling yesterday and said 
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