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US University 
Fair held
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Graduate and undergraduate students of Bangladesh 
yesterday met representatives from 13 renowned higher-
education institutions in the United States at an education 
fair yesterday.

The fair was organised by the US embassy in 
Bangladesh, through its EducationUSA platform, which 
helps students from around the world to apply and join 
American institutions for higher studies, in partnership 
with EdPrograms, at a city hotel. 

The 13 universities that participated were -- Iowa 
State University, University of New Haven, University of 
Delaware, Stony Brook University, Quinnipiac University, 
Colorado State University, Western Kentucky University, 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Trine University, 
The University of Texas at Arlington and the University of 
Arizona. 

Constitutional
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that, during the discussion 
on the thanksgiving 
motion of president’s 
speech, Motahar Hossain’s 
earlier speech, which 
was not related to speech 
of president’s, has been 

expunged.
“Along with that, the 

unparliamentary language 
used by the member 
of parliament of the 
opposition party Kazi Feroz 
Rashid in his speech was 
also expunged,” she said.

1 killed
FROM PAGE 5

ditch beside the road.
Locals found Mukul 

stuck under the wheel and 
sent the other injured to 
Gazaria Health Complex, 
where doctors declared 
Nasim dead, said Rashedul.

Two units of the fire 
service rescued Mukul at 
midnight, said Officer Ali 
Azgar of the sub-station.

Police seized the truck 
but the truck driver and 
helper fled, said Rashedul.

Peace remains
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the government against 
the implementation of the 
accord,” Saukhin said.

Shah Alam, president 
of Communist Party of 
Bangladesh, said it was the 
Awami League government 
that signed the peace 
accord. “They have been 
in power for 14 years with 
a landslide majority in the 
parliament. They can easily 
implement the accord if 
they are cordial about the 
issue.”  

Bajlur Rashid Firoj, 
general secretary of 
Bangaldesher Samajtantrik 
Dal (BSD), said the 
government must fully 

implement the CHT Peace 
Accord to fulfil its promises 
to the people of CHT and 
ensure their rights. 

Poet and journalist Abul 
Momen, who presided over 
the rally, said big political 
parties in the country 
are silent on this issue. 
“The parties are fighting 
over power. It is the moral 
duty of Bangalees and 
the people of the hills to 
pressurise the government 
into implementing the 
accord.”  

Following the rally, 
a mass procession was 
brought out, which paraded 
the main thoroughfares of 
the port city. 

Mexican foreign 
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Simancas Marin, non-
resident ambassador of 
Cuba; Sinisa Pavic, non-
resident ambassador of 
Serbia; and Menzie Sipho 
Dlamini, non-resident 
high commissioner of 
the Kingdom of Eswatini, 
jointly met Momen at the 
Foreign Service Academy 
yesterday, following 
presentation of their letter 
of credence to Bangladesh 
president at Bangabhaban. 

At the outset, the 
Momen welcomed the non-
resident ambassadors to 
Bangladesh.

At the meeting, 
Momen hoped that the 

bilateral relations among 
Bangladesh and the 
countries would usher a 
new avenue during their 
tour of duty. 

N o n - r e s i d e n t 
ambassadors cordially 
exchanged views on 
bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation of mutual 
interests, including 
trade and investment, 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e 
development, connectivity, 
Covid situation, and 
Russia-Ukraine crisis, 
which disrupted the supply 
chain of wheat, fuel and 
edible oil and discussed 
ways and means to address 
the issue to offset the crisis.

Ensure recreation 
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spaces for children 
have shrunk following 
implementation of various 
development projects in 
Dhaka.

Professionals involved 
in the design and 
implementation of such 
projects must have to take 
responsibility for this, he 
added.

Farhana Rashid, 
chief executive officer 
of Bhumijo, presented 
the possible design of a 
playground  for children 

in Bauniyabandh area of   
Mirpur.

According to Maruf 
Hossain, UNDP’s town 
manager, many children’s 
playgrounds are being 
walled off to restrict access. 
The universality of the mass 
sphere is largely destroyed 
by such a design.

Mostak Hussain, 
director (humanitarian) 
of Save the Children 
Bangladesh, said it is only 
through environmentally 
friendly and inclusive 

participation that the 
slum area can be made 
sustainable.

Dhaka North City 
Corporation city planner 
Maksud Hashem stated 
that there have been 
several positive changes 
in the creation of public 
spaces in Dhaka. He added 
that the City Corporation 
is sincerely interested 
in creating recreational 
facilities and spaces for 
the city’s marginalized 
children.

Should not provoke conflict
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Myanmar, which may not 
be good for Bangladesh at 
this moment.”

He emphasised that 
Bangladesh should not 
encourage or actively 
participate in creating a 
battlefield in Myanmar 
when Rohingyas who 
belong to that country are 
already in its territory.

Rohingya community 
leader Dr Hla Myint 
said, “We are the most 
persecuted community in 
the world. We demand the 
right to self-determination 
and we want to reach out 

to international actors 
for the interest of the 
Rohingya people globally 
and locally.”

Prof Zaw Wai Soe, union 
minister of Myanmar’s 
National Unity Government 
(NUG), expressed a 
strong commitment 
to voluntary, safe and 
dignified repatriation of the 
Rohingyas.

Zaw said, “Rohingyas 
are my people. We will not 
tolerate any discrimination 
against them and will work 
together with all our allies to 
end the military dictatorship 
and build a state where basic 

human rights can be valued 
and exercised.”

The minister also 
expressed NUG’s 
disappointment over the 
invitation sent to Myanmar’s 
junta government for the 
upcoming ASEAN defence 
minister’s meeting and 
military drill.

The discussants 
urged the international 
community to take urgent 
action and ensure that 
Myanmar can return 
to democracy and that 
the human rights of the 
country’s citizens are 
respected. 

No specific threats
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the venue at Bangla 
Academy premises and 
Suhrawardy Udyan, Faruk 
said.

They can enter 
Suhrawardy Udyan venue 
through the IEB gate on 

holidays and special days. 
There will be parking 
facilities inside the Udyan, 
he added.

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina is expected to 
inaugurate the month-
long fair today.

BNP marches
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south city unit marched 
from Jatrabari to Jurain on 
Monday.

In a brief address 
prior to launching the 
march, Mosharraf said 
whenever BNP announces 
any programme, the 
“usurper” government 
tries to mislead people by 
talking about violence. 
“But BNP has held 10 rallies 
peacefully, braving various 
obstacles. We also held 
many other programmes 
peacefully. The fact is that 
the government gets scared 

of losing power whenever 
BNP comes up with any 
programme.”

Another BNP standing 
committee member, 
Nazrul Islam Khan, said 
people are going through 
a very tough time due to 
unusual price hikes for all 
essential items.

He said the government 
is also raising the prices 
of utility services as it has 
“taken a stance against the 
country’s people”. 

Thousands of leaders 
and activists of BNP and 
its associate bodies joined 

the programme, carrying 
banners, national and 
party flags, festoons and 
portraits of the party’s top 
leaders.

A huge number of law 
enforcers were deployed in 
the area to maintain law 
and order.

Earlier on Thursday, 
BNP announced the four-
day march programme in 
the capital for January 28, 
30, 31 and February 1.

The programme will 
conclude with Dhaka south 
city unit’s march from 
Mugda to Malibagh today.

Two bodies formed
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seven members, has been 
asked to submit a report by 
three weeks.

The development came 
as the government has 

been facing criticism after 
many errors in new school 
textbooks were reported 
earlier this month following 
the annual book distribution 
among students.

Biman promotes
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we have already taken 
measures to promote cabin 
crew members and recruit 
100 cabin crew members by 
this month,” he added.

Several pilots of Biman 
said in absence of an 
adequate crew, they are 
conducting flights without 
weekly leaves.

“Sometimes, we don’t 
even get enough time to 
rest in between two flights,” 
said a captain of a Boeing 
787.

“For example, while 
flying on Dhaka-Kuwait 
route, we need to prepare 

for the return flight right 
after reaching Kuwait 
after five to six hours of 
flying,” he said, requesting 
anonymity.

Biman currently 
flies to 20 international 
destinations, most of which 
are short- or medium-haul.

Although Biman has 
a huge captive market 
and loyal passengers, its 
market share has reduced 
by around 20 percent in 
recent years, according to 
aviation experts.

The absence of planning 
left many of its new aircraft 
underutilised, they said. 
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Mohammad 
Musa new VC 
of Maritime 
University
STAR REPORT

By the 
a p p rova l 
o f 
president 
a n d 
chancellor 
M Abdul Hamid, Rear 
Admiral Mohammad 
Musa has taken charge as 
the new vice chancellor 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman Maritime 
University, Bangladesh, the 
only maritime specialised 
public university of the 
country.

He has become the 
successor of former vice 
chancellor Rear Admiral 
(retd) M Khaled Iqbal, said a 
press release.


