
INTERNATIONAL
DHAKA TUESDAY JANUARY 31, 2023 

MAGH 17, 1429 BS        7
ISRAEL-PALESTINE TENSION 

Blinken backs 

2-state solution
REUTERS, Jerusalem

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
said yesterday he would urge Israelis and 
Palestinians to calm tensions as he visits 
the middle-east during the worst violence 
in years, and reaffirmed a long-stalled 
peace vision as the “only path” forward.

“There is no question that this is a very 
difficult moment,” Blinken told reporters 
in Cairo before departing for Tel Aviv. 
“We have seen, over many months, rising 
violence that is affecting so many.”

Blinken described Washington as “a 
stalwart believer in the negotiated two-
state solution - the only path to a lasting 
resolution for the conflict”.

Meanwhile, Israeli troops killed a 
Palestinian man yesterday, Palestinian 
officials said, hours before US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken arrives on a visit 
dominated by a deadly shooting near 
a Jerusalem synagogue and growing 
violence in the West Bank.

The Palestinian health ministry said 
26-year-old Nassim Nayef Salman Abu 
Fouda was shot in the head by soldiers in 
Hebrown, a southern city in the occupied 
West Bank, early in the morning. 

BATTLES IN EAST UKRAINE

Russia claims 
incremental gains

REUTERS, Kyiv

Russian forces claimed incremental gains in 
eastern Ukraine yesterday adding up to their 
biggest advances in months, after relentless 
battles that Kyiv described as human wave attacks 
which showed Moscow had no regard for the lives 
of its own men.

The administrator of Russian-controlled parts 
of Donetsk province, Denis Pushilin, claimed 
troops had secured a foothold in Vuhledar, a coal 
mining town whose ruins have been a Ukrainian 
bastion since the outset of the war.

A day earlier, the head of Russia’s Wagner 
mercenary force said his fighters had secured 
Blahodatne, a village just north of Bakhmut, a 
city that has been the focus of sustained Russian 
attacks for months.

Kyiv said it had repelled assaults on Blahodatne 

and Vuhledar. But the locations of the reported 
fighting indicated clear, though gradual, Russian 
gains after around two months in which front 
lines had largely been frozen in place.

“The situation is very tough. Bakhmut, 
Vuhledar and other sectors in Donetsk region 
- there are constant Russian attacks,” President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said in a video address late 
on Sunday.

“The enemy does not count its people and, 
despite numerous casualties, maintains a high 
intensity of attacks.”

Vuhledar sits south of Bakhmut, near 
where the eastern frontline protects Russian-
controlled rail lines supplying Moscow’s forces 
in southern Ukraine. Mykola Salamakha, a 
Ukrainian colonel and military analyst, told 
Ukrainian Radio NV that Moscow’s assault 
there was coming at huge cost.

A local resident carries her baby outside of their residential building partially destroyed after a 
missile strike in Kharkiv yesterday, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine. PHOTO: AFP

BBC DOCU ON MODI

India’s top court 
to hear pleas 
challenging ban
REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s Supreme Court will consider 
petitions next week against a government 
order blocking the sharing of clips of a 
BBC documentary that questioned Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership 
during riots in 2002 in the western state 
of Gujarat.

The government has dismissed as 
a biased “propaganda piece” the film 
released last week, titled “India: The Modi 
Question”, and blocked the sharing of any 
clips from it on social media.

The Supreme Court will take up the 
petitions next week, Chief Justice D Y 
Chandrachud said in court yesterday. 

A New Delhi-based lawyer, M L Sharma, 
opposed the government’s move in one of 
the petitions to the Supreme Court.

A separate petition by lawyer 
Prashant Bhushan, journalist N. Ram 
and opposition politician Mahua Moitra 
focused on the order to take down social 
media links to the documentary.

In a Twitter comment on the second 
petition, Law Minister Kiren Rijiju said, 
“This is how they waste the precious time 
of the Honourable Supreme Court, where 
thousands of common citizens are waiting 
and seeking dates for justice.”

“As we enter the fourth year of the 
pandemic, there is no doubt we are in a far 

better situation now than we were a year 
ago…since the beginning of December, 

weekly reported deaths have been rising. 
In the past eight weeks, more than 170,000 

people have lost their lives to Covid-19.” 

WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus says as the 
global health agency maintains highest alert over Covid
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Sister accuses pvt hospital  
of negligence 
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of mistreatment and 
medical negligence were 
“completely false and 
fabricated”.

Tala, a dual citizen of 
Jordan and the US, said 
her brother was a healthy 
person. He went to Hazrat 
Shahjalal International 
Airport on the night of 
December 14 from his hotel 
in Dhaka.

He was admitted to 
United Hospital after 
suffering a heart attack 
during the immigration 
process.

Tala alleged her brother 
suffered three more 
heart attacks after he was 
admitted to the hospital at 
5:30am. But no cardiologist 
attended him and proper 
treatment of his heart was 
not initiated.

“Even after an hour and 
twenty five minutes after 
the first cardiac arrest, 
they could not administer 

proper treatment to 
bring my brother back 
to consciousness. They 
could not even refer him 
to a cardiologist for proper 
consultation,” she said.

Mohammed Youssef 
Hassan Al Hendi lived in 
Bahrain with his wife and 
two children.

Tala alleged that 
the United Hospital 
authorities did not 
provide her brother’s 
medical information and 
documents when she 
sought those. Instead, the 
hospital’s CCTV footage 
and documents were 
tampered with, she said.

About Gulf Air, she said 
the Bahrain based airlines 
did not send any official to 
the hospital to perform the 
duty of the guardian in the 
absence of the family.

“Gulf Air did not appear 
to take any steps to ensure 
proper treatment for my 
brother,” she added.

United Hospital in the 
statement said Youssef was 
brought to the hospital in 
a critical condition around 
4:45am on December 14. 
His colleagues said, as he 
was unconscious, CPR 
was given for four to five 
minutes at the airport.

“Around one and a half 
months after the incident, 
a woman identified herself 
as his sister and asked for 
CCTV footage from the day 
of the incident and medical 
records containing the 
patient’s personal details. 
As per the hospital’s rules, 
we have requested her to 
apply with proof of her 
identity and relationship 
with the patient to get the 
information. She has not 
contacted us since then,” 
the statement said.

Despite repeated 
attempts, officials of Gulf 
Air could not be reached 
over the phone.

‘AL in control of 
electoral system’
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withdraw his nomination 
papers and an independent 
candidate has been missing 
for three days. This is 
the current state of the 
election.

“The Awami League 
government has lost 
its ground. They are 
getting more and more 
disconnected from the 
people each day.”

Referring to Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s 
remark on Sunday that the 
Awami League never flees, 
Fakhrul said, “Everyone 
knows who fled the country 
after being arrested during 
the 1/11 [government].” 

It was the BNP 
Chairperson Khaleda 
Zia who did not leave the 
country at that time.

“She clearly said, ‘I have 
no place abroad. This is 
my country. I was born 
here… Even if I die, I will 
die here…’,” Fakhrul said, 
quoting Khaleda.

He also warned the 
ruling party against 
considering BNP’s peaceful 
programmes as “weakness”. 
“A strong resistance will be 
put up if our programme 
faces obstruction.”

In response to AL 
General Secretary Obaidul 
Quader’s remark about 
BNP’s “death march”, 

Fakhrul said the march 
was a “victory march of 
democracy.”

“This is our victory 
march to win back people’s 
rights.”

The BNP would achieve 
its ultimate victory by 
“ousting” the current 
government through 
peaceful programmes.

As part of its four-day 
programme, BNP leaders 
and activists marched 
yesterday from Jatrabari 
to Jurain to press home 
their 10-point demand, 
including holding the next 
general election under 
a nonpartisan caretaker 
government.


