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ISRAEL-PALESTINE TENSION 

Blinken backs 

2-state solution
REUTERS, Jerusalem

US Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
said yesterday he would urge Israelis and 
Palestinians to calm tensions as he visits 
the middle-east during the worst violence 
in years, and reaffirmed a long-stalled 
peace vision as the “only path” forward.

“There is no question that this is a very 
difficult moment,” Blinken told reporters 
in Cairo before departing for Tel Aviv. 
“We have seen, over many months, rising 
violence that is affecting so many.”

Blinken described Washington as “a 
stalwart believer in the negotiated two-
state solution - the only path to a lasting 
resolution for the conflict”.

Meanwhile, Israeli troops killed a 
Palestinian man yesterday, Palestinian 
officials said, hours before US Secretary 
of State Antony Blinken arrives on a visit 
dominated by a deadly shooting near 
a Jerusalem synagogue and growing 
violence in the West Bank.

The Palestinian health ministry said 
26-year-old Nassim Nayef Salman Abu 
Fouda was shot in the head by soldiers in 
Hebrown, a southern city in the occupied 
West Bank, early in the morning. 

BATTLES IN EAST UKRAINE

Russia claims incremental gains
REUTERS, Kyiv

Russian forces claimed incremental 
gains in eastern Ukraine yesterday 
adding up to their biggest advances in 
months, after relentless battles that Kyiv 
described as human wave attacks which 
showed Moscow had no regard for the 
lives of its own men.

The administrator of Russian-
controlled parts of Donetsk province, 
Denis Pushilin, claimed troops had 
secured a foothold in Vuhledar, a coal 
mining town whose ruins have been a 
Ukrainian bastion since the outset of the 
war.

A day earlier, the head of Russia’s 
Wagner mercenary force said his fighters 
had secured Blahodatne, a village just 
north of Bakhmut, a city that has been 

the focus of sustained Russian attacks 
for months.

Kyiv said it had repelled assaults 
on Blahodatne and Vuhledar. But 
the locations of the reported fighting 
indicated clear, though gradual, Russian 
gains after around two months in which 
front lines had largely been frozen in 
place.

“The situation is very tough. Bakhmut, 
Vuhledar and other sectors in Donetsk 
region - there are constant Russian 
attacks,” President Volodymyr Zelensky 
said in a video address late on Sunday.

“The enemy does not count its people 
and, despite numerous casualties, 
maintains a high intensity of attacks.”

Vuhledar sits south of Bakhmut, near 
where the eastern frontline protects 
Russian-controlled rail lines supplying 

Moscow’s forces in southern Ukraine. 
Mykola Salamakha, a Ukrainian colonel 
and military analyst, told Ukrainian 
Radio NV that Moscow’s assault there 
was coming at huge cost.

“The town is on an upland and an 
extremely strong defensive hub has 
been created there,” he said. “This is a 
repetition of the situation in Bakhmut - 
one wave of Russian troops after another 
crushed by the Ukrainian armed forces.”

In recent weeks, Western countries 
have pledged hundreds of modern 
tanks and armoured vehicles to equip 
Ukrainian forces for a counter-offensive 
to recapture territory later in 2023.
But delivery of those weapons is months 
away, leaving Kyiv to fight on through 
winter in what both sides have described 
as a meat grinder of relentless warfare.

A local resident carries her baby outside of their residential building partially destroyed after a missile strike in Kharkiv 
yesterday, amid the Russian invasion of Ukraine. PHOTO: AFP

‘Very high’ odds 
of war with China
Top US Republican warns

REUTERS, Washington

A top Republican in the US Congress said on 
Sunday the odds of conflict with China over 
Taiwan “are very high” after a US general caused 
consternation with a memo that warned that the 
United States would fight China in the next two 
years. In a memo dated February 1 but released on 
Friday, General Mike Minihan, who heads the Air 
Mobility Command, wrote to the leadership of its 
roughly 110,000 members, saying, “My gut tells 
me we will fight in 2025.” “I hope he is wrong... I 
think he is right, though,” Mike McCaul, the new 
chairman of the Foreign Affairs Committee in 
the US House of Representatives, told Fox News 
Sunday. The general’s views do not represent the 
Pentagon but show concern at the highest levels 
of the US military over a possible attempt by 
China to exert control over Taiwan, which Beijing 
claims as a wayward province. Both the United 
States and Taiwan will hold presidential elections 
in 2024, potentially creating an opportunity for 
China to take military action, Minihan wrote. 
McCaul said that if China failed to take control 
of Taiwan bloodlessly then “they are going to look 
at a military invasion in my judgment. We have to 
be prepared for this”. He accused the Democratic 
administration of projecting weakness after the 
bungled pullout from Afghanistan.

DEMOGRAPHIC CRISIS

China’s Sichuan to 

scrap 3-child limit
AFP, Beijing

Southwest China’s Sichuan province will lift its 
three-child birth limit and remove restrictions 
on single parents as the world’s most populous 
nation faces a looming demographic crisis. 
China’s population shrank last year for the first 
time in more than six decades, official data 
released this month showed, and the nation of 1.4 
billion has seen birth rates plunge to record lows 
as its workforce ages. China ended its strict “one-
child policy” in 2016 and began allowing couples 
to have three children in 2021. But that has failed 
to reverse the demographic decline. Faced with 
falling birth rates, authorities in Sichuan yesterday 
said they would remove the limit on the number of 
children a family can have and lift a ban on single 
women registering a birth. 

BBC DOCU ON MODI

India’s top court 
to hear pleas 

challenging ban
REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s Supreme Court will consider 
petitions next week against a government 
order blocking the sharing of clips of a 
BBC documentary that questioned Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership 
during riots in 2002 in the western state 
of Gujarat.

The government has dismissed as 
a biased “propaganda piece” the film 
released last week, titled “India: The Modi 
Question”, and blocked the sharing of any 
clips from it on social media.

The Supreme Court will take up the 
petitions next week, Chief Justice D Y 
Chandrachud said in court yesterday. 

A New Delhi-based lawyer, M L Sharma, 
opposed the government’s move in one of 
the petitions to the Supreme Court.

A separate petition by lawyer 
Prashant Bhushan, journalist N. Ram 
and opposition politician Mahua Moitra 
focused on the order to take down social 
media links to the documentary.

In a Twitter comment on the second 
petition, Law Minister Kiren Rijiju said, 
“This is how they waste the precious time 
of the Honourable Supreme Court, where 
thousands of common citizens are waiting 
and seeking dates for justice.”

“As we enter the fourth year of the 
pandemic, there is no doubt we are in a far 

better situation now than we were a year 
ago…since the beginning of December, 

weekly reported deaths have been rising. 
In the past eight weeks, more than 170,000 

people have lost their lives to Covid-19.” 

WHO chief Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus says as the 
global health agency maintains highest alert over Covid


