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Drone attack hits 
Iran defence site
AFP, Tehran

Iran yesterday said a night-time drone attack had targeted 
a defence ministry site, at a time of high tensions over its 
nuclear programme and Russia’s war in Ukraine.

An anti-aircraft system destroyed one drone and two 
others exploded, the ministry said, adding there were 
no casualties and only minor damage to the site in the 
central province of Isfahan.

A fireball lit up the night sky in video footage widely 
shared on social media and published by Iranian state 
media, with people outside seen running and emergency 
service vehicles speeding toward the site.

“An unsuccessful attack was carried out ... on one of 
the workshop complexes of the ministry of defence,” the 
ministry said, according to state news agency IRNA.

“The attack, which occurred around 11:30pm (2000 
GMT), did not cause any disruption to the operation of 
the complex,” it said.

A few hours before the Isfahan attack, a major fire broke 
out at a motor oil production plant in the northwestern 
province of East Azerbaijan, IRNA reported. Images of 
the huge blaze in the key industrial complex linked to the 
Ministry of Industry were published by the agency.

A picture shows the damage after an earthquake struck the city of Khoy in Iran’s West Azerbaijan province 
yesterday. The 5.9-magnitude earthquake struck northwest Iran near the border with Turkey late Saturday, 
killing at least three people and injuring 816, state media said. PHOTO: REUTERS

51 killed in Pakistan 
transport tragedies
AFP, Bela

At least 51 people were killed in two separate 
transport accidents in western Pakistan yesterday, 
when a bus plunged off a bridge and a boat 
carrying a class of children capsized. 

Forty-one are so far confirmed dead after 
their bus crashed into a ravine in southwestern 
Balochistan province, while at least 10 students 
died in the boating accident in northwestern 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, officials said. 

Local police citing witnesses said the driver 
might have been fallen asleep. The bus was  
travelling overnight between provincial capital of 
Quetta and the southern port city of Karachi. 

The officials said the victims were churred 
beyond recognition. The bus was reportedly 
carrying a total of 48 passengers when it hit a 
pillar on the bridge and careened off course.

The victims of the boat tragedy were aged 
between seven and 14. A total of 17 were rescued 
alive from the reservoir by yesterday afternoon. 
Three people were missing. 

authorities have launched investigations to find 
out the reasons behind both accidents. 

‘Ideology of hate’ 
consuming India

Says Mahatma Gandhi’s great-grandson

AFP, Mumbai

India’s rising tide of Hindu nationalism is an affront to the legacy of 
Mahatma Gandhi, his great-grandson says, ahead of the 75th anniversary 
of the revered independence hero’s assassination.

Gandhi was shot dead at a multi-faith prayer meeting on January 
30, 1948, by Nathuram Godse, a religious zealot angered by his victim’s 
conciliatory gestures to the country’s minority Muslim community.

Godse was executed the following year and remains widely reviled, 
but author and social activist Tushar Gandhi, one of the global peace 
symbol’s most prominent descendants, says his views now have a 
worrying resonance in India.

“That whole philosophy has now captured India and Indian hearts, the 
ideology of hate, the ideology of polarisation, the ideology of divisions,” 
he told AFP at his Mumbai home.

“For them, it’s very natural that Godse would be their iconic patriot, 

their idol.”
Tushar, 63, attributes this tectonic shift to the rise of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi and his Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).
Modi took office in 2014 and Tushar says his government is to blame 

for undermining the secular and multicultural traditions that his 
namesake sought to protect.

“His success has been built on hate, we must accept that,” Tushar 
added. “There is no denying that in his heart, he also knows what he is 
doing is lighting a fire that will one day consume India itself.”

Today, Gandhi’s assassin is revered by many Hindu nationalists 
who have pushed for a re-evaluation of his decision to murder a man 
synonymous with non-violence.

A temple dedicated to Godse was built near New Delhi in 2015, the 
year after Modi’s election, and activists have campaigned to honour him 
by renaming an Indian city after him.

Godse was a member of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a 
still-prominent Hindu far-right group. The RSS has long distanced itself 
from Godse’s actions but remains a potent force, founding Modi’s party 
decades ago to battle for Hindu causes in the political realm.

Modi has regularly paid respect to Gandhi’s legacy but has refrained 
from weighing in on the campaign to rehabilitate his killer.

UK PM fires ally 
over tax scandal
AFP, London

British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak 
yesterday dismissed a senior ally 
whose murky tax dealings have 
focussed anger at the government as 
a cost-of-living crisis brings misery to 
millions.

An inquiry into the wealthy 
Conservative party chairman Nadhim 
Zahawi’s tax affairs -- dating from 
his founding of the YouGov polling 
company in 2000 -- had found a 
“serious breach” of ministerial rules, 
the government said.

“As a result, I have informed you of 
my decision to remove you from your 
position in His Majesty’s Government,” 
Sunak wrote in a publicly released 
letter to his Iraqi-born ally.

Sunak appointed Zahawi as the 
party chairman, and cabinet minister 
without portfolio, when he entered 10 
Downing Street nearly 100 days ago.

Then, as his letter noted, 
Sunak vowed to deliver “integrity, 
professionalism and accountability at 
every level”. Instead, the Zahawi case, 
and allegations of bullying levelled by 
civil servants at Deputy Prime Minister 
Dominic Raab, have undermined 
Sunak’s attempts to restore public 
faith in the beleaguered Conservatives.

The inquiry report by Sunak’s 
independent ethics advisor, Laurie 
Magnus, found that Zahawi effectively 
lied to successive Conservative leaders 
when he came under investigation by 
the UK’s tax authority. Zahawi settled 
the matter last September -- with a 
fine for late payment reportedly worth 
£5 million -- months after he started 
serving under Johnson as chancellor 
of the exchequer, in ultimate charge 
of the UK tax agency.


