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Drone attack hits
Iran defence site

AFP, Tehran

Iran yesterday said a night-time drone attack had targeted
a defence ministry site, at a time of high tensions over its
nuclear programme and Russia’s war in Ukraine.

An anti-aircraft system destroyed one drone and two
others exploded, the ministry said, adding there were
no casualties and only minor damage to the site in the

central province of Isfahan.

A fireball lit up the night sky in video footage widely
shared on social media and published by Iranian state
media, with people outside seen running and emergency
service vehicles speeding toward the site.

“An unsuccessful attack was carried out ... on one of
the workshop complexes of the ministry of defence,” the
ministry said, according to state news agency IRNA.

“The attack, which occurred around 11:30pm (2000
GMT), did not cause any disruption to the operation of

the complex,” it said.

A few hours before the Isfahan attack, a major fire broke

out at a motor oil production plant in the northwestern

province of Fast Azerbaijan, IRNA reported. Images of
the huge blaze in the key industrial complex linked to the
Ministry of Industry were published by the agency.

A picture shows the damage after an earthquake struck the city of Khoy in Iran’s West Azerbaijan province
yesterday. The 5.9-magnitude earthquake struck northwest Iran near the border with Turkey late Saturday,
killing at least three people and injuring 816, state media said.

51 killed in Pakistan
transport tragedies

AFP, Bela

At least 51 people were Kkilled in two separate
transport accidents in western Pakistan yesterday,
when a bus plunged off a bridge and a boat
carrying a class of children capsized.

Forty-one are so far confirmed dead after
their bus crashed into a ravine in southwestern
Balochistan province, while at least 10 students
died in the boating accident in northwestern
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, officials said.

Local police citing witnesses said the driver
might have been fallen asleep. The bus was
travelling overnight between provincial capital of
Quetta and the southern port city of Karachi.

The officials said the victims were churred
beyond recognition. The bus was reportedly
carrying a total of 48 passengers when it hit a
pillar on the bridge and careened off course.

The victims of the boat tragedy were aged
between seven and 14. A total of 17 were rescued
alive from the reservoir by vyesterday afternoon.
Three people were missing.

authorities have launched investigations to find
out the reasons behind both accidents.
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