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In an impromptu reaction, 
the National Curriculum 
and Textbook Board (NCTB) 
rejected the claims.

The sixth-grade “History 
and Social Science Activity 
Book” has a section titled 
“Where Did Humans and 
Society Come From?” and it 
states, “… humans were not 
like us today. Some people 

say humans originated from 
monkeys. This is incorrect. 
To know the long history of 
humans, many historians 
have been working hard for 
years. Some of them have 
discovered skeletons and 
bones of the ancestors of 
humans.”

“Evolution of every 
species is a normal process. 
We’re not imposing it. 

It’s a scientific truth.” 
said NCTB member Prof 
Moshiuzzaman.

He said the textbooks 
mention five quotations 
from a book written by 
Begum Rokeya, about 100 
years ago, through which 
she described the then 
women’s situation. “There is 
nothing demeaning about 
women [in those quotes].”

Gulshan noisiest, Shahbagh air
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quality improves a bit, but 
that too remains below the 
expected level.

Muzibur Rahman 
Howlader, former 
chairman of National River 
Conservation Commission 
and chief guest of the 
workshop, said even without 

a study the deteriorating 
water quality of Buriganga 
can be inferred.

“When I was chairman 
and used to visit rivers 
and submit reports of the 
poor conditions of our 
important waterbodies, 
the ministry seemed to 
be irked. I later found out 

that even the ministers 
grabbed rivers and built 
two industries,” he added.

He said the DoE does not 
do enough to protect the 
environment.

Sharif Jamil, general 
secretary of Bangladesh 
Poribesh Andolon, 
moderated the workshop.

Will move forward keeping ties
FROM PAGE 3

happy to know that we 
have developed a very good 
relationship with India.”

He said Bangladesh is 
going through a “golden 
chapter” in terms of its 
relations with India and the 
trade relations between the 

two countries are also on 
the rise.

Momen thanked the 
Indian government for 
demonstrating its respect 
for Bangladesh through 
invites to all the meetings 
and Summit of the G20.

The minister is 

scheduled to attend the 
G20 foreign ministers’ 
meeting -- to be held in 
New Delhi, India on March 
1 and 2.

State Minister for 
Planning Shamsul Alam 
spoke as special guest at 
the discussion, chaired by 
Bangladesh Study Trust 
Chairman and former vice 
chancellor of National 
University Prof Harun-or-
Rashid.

Dhaka University 
International Relations 
Department Prof ASM Ali 
Ashraf presented a keynote 
paper while Bangladesh 
Study Trust general 
secretary THM Jahangir 
delivered welcome remarks.

RHD hires 2 joint
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Someshwari Bridge-2 and 
3 over Someshwari river 
in Mymensingh; Nitai 
Bridge over Nitai river in 
Mymensingh; and three 
bridges over Brahmaputra 
river in Mymensingh, 
Chandraghona Bridge 
over Karnaphuli river in 
Chattogram; Arua Bridge 

over Atai river in Khulna; 
Khuruskul Bridge over 
Bakkhali river in Cox’s 
Bazar; Mirganj Bridge over 
Arial Khan river in Barishal; 
Laxmipasha Bridge 
over Porar Dhan river 
in Barishal; Banaripara 
Bridge over Sandhya river 
in Barishal.

Star, Akij Ceramics
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From The Daily Star, Md 
Imran Kadir, head of 
marketing; Md Arafat 
Hossain, lead of digital 
business and events; Md 
Ahsan Mahmud, assistant 
manager of business 
development; and Md 
Tasdidur Rahman, senior 
executive, were present 

during the signing 
ceremony.  From Akij 
Ceramics, Shahjada 
Yeasir Arafat Shuvo, head 
of brand; Anup Kumar 
Saha, senior executive of 
brand; and Jamir Uddin 
Rami, executive of BTL 
marketing, represented the 
company. 

Create safe
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organisations, educational 
institutions and family 
members, including 
parents, to inspire the 
children for making 
contributions to building a 
“Sonar Bangla”, envisioned 
by Father of the Nation 
Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman.  

Describing children 
as the future leaders of 
the nation, the president 
said they would bear the 
country’s responsibility 
in days to come, and due 
to this, children must be 
brought up to be good 
citizens.  

State Minister for 
Women and Children 
Affairs Fazilatun Nessa 
Indira presided over 
the function. Chairman 
of Bangladesh Shishu 
Academy Lucky Enam 
and Secretary of Ministry 
of Women and Children 
Md Hasanuzzaman Kallol, 
among others, spoke on 
the occasion.  
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US, EU passports
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staying in Benin,” the 
official continued, adding 
that Ibrahim then dragged 
Masum into the syndicate 
in 2019.

ADC Tohidul said, 
“Primarily, we have come to 
know that the syndicate is 
involved in providing such 
fake visas and passports 
to people of different 
countries.”

Masum was responsible 
for working as an 
intermediary between the 
target and the syndicate, he 
said, adding that “for each 
task, Masum used to get a 
payment of $200 to 300”.

Once an order was done, 
ringleader Solamain would 
send the passport after 
making it from Turkey, said 

Tohidul, quoting primary 
investigation findings.

Regarding the victims, 
Tohidul said that they 
are trying to get actual 
figures, but the syndicate 
has at least several dozen 
members, as it has been 
doing such illegal activities 
for three years.
INTERPOL ASSISTANCE

CTTC officials said that 
they are now trying to get 
available details of Ali, 
Solamain, and Aladin.

Besides the three, 
officials found involvement 
of two other Bangladeshis -- 
Md Shafiq and Kamrul. They 
would process the targeted 
people’s documents for fake 
visas and passports from 
Dubai, they said.

Kamrul was arrested by 

the Criminal Investigation 
Department last year for 
being involved in human 
trafficking and is now in jail, 
said CTTC investigators. 
Shafiq is hiding somewhere 
in Bangladesh or Dubai.

To avoid detection, the 
syndicate never sends 
people to the country the 
forged passport or visa 
represents, investigators 
added.

“We have so far found 
that people from three 
countries are working 
closely with the syndicate. 
Once we get information 
of the suspects, we would 
send a request to Interpol 
for their further details, 
including Ibrahim’s 
hideout, to take action,” 
added ADC Tohidul.


