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The regional round of season 3 of The Daily Star Newspaper Olympiad was held at University of Global Village 
in Barishal yesterday. A total of 398 students from Barishal participated in the event. Of them, 50 participants 
will be selected for the finale in Dhaka on March 20, where they will compete with 1,200 participants from 
across the country. PHOTO: STAR

HIGHWAY ROBBERY

Seven held 
for stealing 
garment 
worth Tk 5cr
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Rapid Action Battalion 
yesterday arrested seven 
members of a highway-
theft gang and recovered 
exportable garments 
worth Tk 5 crore from 
Langalbandh area in 
Narayanganj.

The elite force arrested 
them while they were 
stealing garment products 
from a covered van parked 
at a sawmill depot near 
D h a k a - C h a t t o g r a m 
highway.

The arrestees are Ripon 
alias Chhoto Ripon, 43, 
leader of the gang; his key 
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WORLD LEPROSY DAY

Tea workers 

worst-affected
MINTU DESHWARA

Tea garden workers in the country’s 
northeastern region are at high risk of 
developing leprosy due to their unhygienic 
living conditions, malnutrition and lack of 
awareness.

Around 98 percent of leprosy-infected 
people in Moulvibazar, 62 percent in 
Sylhet and 72 percent in Habiganj, belong 
to tea worker communities, according to 
district civil surgeons.

The division includes four districts 
-- Sylhet, Moulvibazar, Habiganj and 
Sunamganj.

Of them, Moulvibazar ranks top in 
leprosy-affected districts, with 660 
patients currently, said the district’s Civil 
Surgeon Chowdhury Jalal Uddin Murshed.

Amid such a situation, Bangladesh, 
along with other countries across the 
world, is going to observe World Leprosy 
Day today.

Tea worker Sagor Moin Bauri, 40, who 
lives at a tea garden colony in Moulvibazar’s 
Kamalganj upazila, has been suffering 
from leprosy for around five years.

“One day around five years ago, I found 
some hypopigmented skin patches on my 
face and body. It gradually spread further,” 
she said.

“Initially, I did not get diagnosed as I was 
not aware of the disease. After diagnosis, 
doctors told me that I got infected 
with leprosy. I’m currently undergoing 
treatment.”

“Since news spread in our colony, I’m 
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