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Tk 5 lakh to keep

accused comfortable

Police SI demands money from family

STAR REPORT

To assure that an accused of a murder case would
not be inconvenienced during remand, a sub
inspector of Jatrabari police station demanded
Tk 5 lakh from the person’s family.

SI Mukit Hossain -- an investigation officer
of the murder case of transport worker Imran
Hossain -- demanded the money from accused
Uzzal Mollah’s family, according to sources.

The Daily Star has obtained the audio and chat
screenshots of a conversation between Mukit and
the family members.

Uzzal was arrested and produced before the
court for remand on Thursday, after Imran was
killed on January 23 in Jatrabari’s Kutubkhali
area.

Popy Akter, the wife of the deceased, filed a
case against Dhaka South City Corporation ward
50 councillor Masum Mollah and 22 others.

Masum, uncle-in-law of Uzzal, is currently on
the run, while Uzzal is now on a three-day police
remand.

In the audio conversation, Mukit, Uzzal and his
mother-in-law were heard discussing the money
required to keep Uzzal well taken care of. During
the talk, Uzzal was heard telling the family to pay
the officer.

At the time, Uzzal’'s wife was heard talking

about where and how to meet Mukit. Mukit was
then heard saying, “You come when we call you.”

The phone line was then disconnected.

Sources said Uzzal was brought to Jatrabari
police station compound on Thursday at noon,
where he got the scope to meet his wife and his
mother-in-law.

The family then handed over around Tk
40,000 to the IO, but he demanded Tk 5 lakh,
they added.

In the audio conversation, Mukit,
Uzzal and his mother-in-law were
heard discussing the money required
to keep Uzzal well taken care of.
During the talk, Uzzal was heard
telling the family to pay the oflicer.

Asked about demanding money, Mukit told
The Daily Star yesterday that it is Uzzal’s family
who tried to communicate with him to “keep him
well” during remand.

“The claim about demanding money is
baseless,” he said. Mukit then asked who informed
this newspaper about this.

“Once an incident happens, people try to do
many things. The family wanted to meet, and I
told them to follow the rules,” the official added.
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In order to ensure a secure environment for visitors of Boi Mela, Dhaka Metropolitan Police is installing CCTV cameras throughout
Suhrawardy Udyan. This photo was taken yesterday.
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A recollection of dedication Tea workers worst

also shine through their
work.

Speaking at the
ceremony, Editor and
Publisher of The Daily
Star Mahfuz Anam
said the activities of
Shomman Foundation are
“a movement to change
thyself”.

He hoped that
people will understand
the message from the
foundation’s activities and
instil good virtues within
themselves.

Prof SK Sanyal,
president of All India
Harijan Sevak Sangh in
New Delhi, hoped the
foundation will be able to

to those in need, even amid
the lockdown.

Sherab Dorji, second
secretary at the Bhutanese
Embassy in Dhaka, said his
country has taken “gross
national happiness” as a
development  philosophy,
which was first articulated
by the Fourth King Jigme
Singye Wangchuck in the
1970s.

Since then, the idea of
gross national happiness
has significantly influenced
economic  and  social

policies in Bhutan, he
added.
Ahmed Mushtaque

Raza Chowdhury, former
vice-chair of Brac, said

depot; Nayeem Islam, 27;
van driver Md Akash, 26,
and helper Md Sumon, 30;
and Farid, 38, a garment
packaging worker.

A total of 26,995 pieces
of garment were sent (O
Chattogram from a Gazipur
factory for shipment in the
covered van, Lt Col Abdur
Rahman, commanding
officer of Rab-4, told a
press briefing yesterday.

Law enforcers seized the
van, he added.

The Rab official said
instead of taking the
covered van directly to
Chattogram, the driver
and helper, on advice of
the gang leader, parked

(2019-2022)”, whose earlier
instalment was published
by Pathak Shamabesh,
covers Islam’s transition
from civil service into the
private sector, his creation
of non-banking financial
institutions and a credit
agency, his pioneering of
the first commercial bank
in the private sector and his
anecdotes and insights on
these areas.

The book contains essays
and articles that reflect on
the role of public servants
in good governance, the
legacy of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
the history of Sonali Bank’s
debut in 1972, and the

the author’s early career.

Just as this second
memoir documents
Islam’s experiences as a
bureaucrat and a banker
during 2019-2022, a time
of global turmoil wrought
by Covid-19, so did Islam’s
tenure as Bangladesh’s
first  finance secretary
document the shaping up
of the financial systems
of a war-ravaged country,
Shirin pointed out.

“I could never conceive
that there would be
anything about my life
after 1 reached the age
of 89. But it seems that I
was grossly wrong,” said
Islam. Over the last four

Prof Rehman Sobhan,
eminent economist and
founder of Centre for Policy

Around 1,400 tea workers
residing in the colony live
in an extremely unhygienic

Dialogue, pointed out that  environment, said locals.
these historic episodes Another tea worker
recorded in the book Nayon Induar, 55, said,

need to be shared with
the younger generations,
particularly  early and
mid-career  professionals
who are working towards
developing the country’s

“One day I saw a skin patch
on my right great toe when
I'wasworking in the garden.
A few days later, ulceration
occurred on my both
feet. I rushed to doctors,

current  business and who diagnosed that I was
financial sectors. infected with leprosy.”
Islam has dedicated “As I am going through
the book to his wife, who regular treatment, my
passed away in 2021. disease is lessening day by

Speaking at the ceremony,
he noted that the event felt
incomplete in her absence,
alongside those of Brac

day,” he said.

Tea  worker  leader
Sitaram Bin, also former
member of Shamshernagar
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chronological record facing different kinds of Association’s Sylhet

the of the past,” said Shirin discrimination from my chapter, said, “Many (ea
Sharmin. neighbours,” she added. workers, who have “been

infected with leprosy, don’t
want to pursue medicine
and treatment properly
due to social stigma and
superstitions. Thus, the
disease is spreading among
them.”

Civil Surgeon Chowdhury
Jalal  Uddin  Murshed
said malnutrition and
unhygienicliving conditions
are the major reasons for the
high rate of leprosy infection
in Moulvibazar.

Dr SM Shahreer, civil
surgeon in Sylhet, said
there were 38 new leprosy
patients in Sylhet in 2020,
93 in 2021 and 91 in 2022.
There are a total of 144 new
leprosy patients in Sylhet’s
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