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Iran slaps tit-for-tat
sanctons on EU, UK

AFP, Tehran

Iran yesterday imposed sanctions on 34 individuals and
entities from the Furopean Union and Britain in reaction
to similar measures taken over Tehran’s response to
months-long protests.

The measures come two days after the EU and Britain
slapped another round of sanctions on Iran, which has
been rocked by protests since the September 16 death of
Mahsa Amini.

Amini, a 22-year-old Iranian Kurd, died in custody after
being arrested for allegedly breaching the country’s strict
dress code.

The sanctionsinclude financial measures -- the blocking
of accounts and transactions in Tehran’s banking systems
— as well the “prohibition of visa issuance and entry” to
Iran, the foreign ministry said in a statement.

Tehran accuses the people and organisations of
“supporting terrorism and terrorist groups, instigating
and encouragement to terrorist acts and violence against
Iranian people”.

It also accuses them of “interference in the domestic
affairs of the Islamic Republic of Iran and fomenting
violence and unrest”. Sanctions include 25 listed names
from the EU, and nine from Britain.

France’s Radio J, the group European Friends of Israel
(EFI), and 22 individuals including six members of the
European Parliament are among those targeted.

WEAPONS SUPPLY TO MYANMAR
Norway fund drops

China, India firms

AFP, Oslo

Norway’s sovereign wealth fund, the world’s biggest,
has excluded two companies from China and India for
selling weapons to Myanmar, the Norwegian central
bank said.

The fund said it had divested from AviChina Industry
& Technology and Bharat Electronics due to the
“unacceptablerisk that the companies are selling weapons
(o a state that uses these weapons in ways that constitute
serious and systematic breaches of the international rules
on the conduct of hostilities”.

The fund -- which was valued at 13.2 trillion kroner
($1.3 trillion) on Wednesday -- owned 0.37 percent of the
Chinese group and 0.32 percent of the Indian company at
the end of 2021, the most recent figures available.

It said AviChina had delivered light aeroplanes in
December 2021 to Myanmar, which has been in turmoil
since Aung San Suu Kyi’s civilian government was toppled
in an army coup almost two years ago.

Bharat Electronics meanwhile delivered a remote-
controlled weapons station to Myanmar in July 2021.

The decision to exclude the two companies was taken
by Norway’s central bank, based on a recommendation by
an ethics board.

The fund, in which the Norwegian state’s oil revenues
are placed, is one of the biggest investors in the world with
stakes in more than 9,000 companies.

It also has holdings in bonds and real estate.

It is governed by rules that prohibit it from investing
in companies involved in serious human rights violations,
those that manufacture “particularly inhumane” or
nuclear weapons, as well as coal and tobacco products.

As a result it has previously divested from a number of
companies, including Airbus, Boeing, Glencore, Lockheed
Martin and Philip Morris.

A couple talks in front of a graffiti on a wall shop window, depicting a Ukrainian soldier firing a portable anti-
tank missile system, in Kyiv, Ukraine, yesterday.
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US averted nuclear war
between India, Pakistan

Claims former US secretary of state Mike Pompeo

AFP, Washington

Former US secretary of state Mike
Pompeo wrote in a book published
Tuesday that India and Pakistan
came close to nuclear war in 2019
and that US intervention prevented
escalation.

“I'do not think the world properly
knows just how close the India-
Pakistan rivalry came to spilling
over into a nuclear conflagration
in February 2019,” the likely future
presidential contender wrote in
“Never Give an Inch,” his memoir
of his time as Donald Trump’s top
diplomat and earlier CIA chief.

India in February 2019 broke
precedent by launching airstrikes
inside Pakistani territory after
blaming a militant group there
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Ukrainian Foreign Minister

for a suicide bombing that killed
41 Indian paramilitary soldiers in
the flashpoint Kashmir region.
Pakistan shot down an Indian
warplane, capturing the pilot.

Pompeo, who was in Hanoi for a
summit between Trump and North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un, said he
was woken up with an urgent call
from a senior Indian official.

“He believed the Pakistanis had
begun to prepare their nuclear
weapons for a strike. India, he
informed me, was contemplating
its own escalation,” Pompeo wrote.

“I asked him to do nothing and
give us a minute to sort things out,”
Pompeo said.

Pompeo said that US diplomats
convinced both India and Pakistan
that neither was preparing to go

nuclear.

“No other nation could have done
what we did that night to avoid a
horrible outcome,” Pompeo wrote.

Pompeo, who wrote that
Pakistan “probably enabled” the
Kashmir attack, said he spoke to
“the actual leader of Pakistan,”
then army chief General Qamar
Javed Bajwa, in an allusion to the
weakness of civilian governments.

Pompeo at the time publicly
defended India’s right to act. In his
book, Pompeo spoke highly of India
and, unlike officials in New Delhi,
made no secret of his desire o ally
with the South Asian democracy
“to counteract Chinese aggression.”

India, followed by Pakistan,
tested nuclear bombs in 1998, a
watershed moment.

Chris Hipkins takes
charge as NZ PM

AFP, Wellington

Hundreds gathered to applaud Jacinda Ardern
as she left New Zealand’s parliament to resign as
prime minister yesterday, before Chris Hipkins
was swiftly sworn in as her replacement. Ardern
said last week she no longer had “enough in the
tank” after steering the country through natural
disasters, its worst-ever terror attack and the
Covid-19 pandemic. Hipkins was sworn in by
Governor-General Cindy Kiro during a ceremony
in the capital Wellington, saying he was “energised
and excited by the challenges ahead”.

CRITICISM OF ELECTION OFFICIALS

Ex-Pak PM Imran
Khan’s aide arrested

AFP, Islamabad

An aide to former Pakistan prime minister Imran
Khan was arrested on Wednesday for criticising
election officials, police said, the latest case
brought against the opposition as it tries to force
early polls. Fawad Chaudhry, who was information
minister under Khan, was detained in a pre-dawn
raid on his home in the eastern city of Lahore.
The police report shared by PTI cites Chaudhry
describing the Election Commission of Pakistan as
“clerks” signing off the orders of the government of
PM Shehbaz Sharif. Chaudhry earlier told reporters:
“We warn the election commission, its members
and their families that, if the series of abuses against
us continues, you will have to pay back.”

Microsoft scrambles
to fix global outage

AFP, Paris

US tech giant Microsoft yesterday said it was
working to fix a networking problem that had
left users across the world struggling to access
tools like Outlook and Teams. Thousands of
incidents were logged by the tracking website
Downdetector, with complaints spiking in the
hour from 0700 GMT and particularly affecting
users in Asia and Europe. “We’ve isolated the
problem to a networking configuration issue, and
we are analyzing the best mitigation strategy to
address it without causing additional impact,” the
firm said in an update at 0900 GMT. Microsoft did
not reveal how many users were affected and did
not respond to AFP requests for comment.
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