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A comprehensive and integrated action plan and 
participation of all stakeholders can save the rivers 
of Chattogram division, which are facing extinction 
due to encroachment, grabbing and pollution, said 
speakers yesterday.

Besides, political will and institutional reform are 
mandatory to revive grabbed rivers from the hands of 
influential people, they said.

They said this at a workshop titled “Chattogram 
Divisional Rivers Affair Workshop”, organised by 
Bangladesh Environmentalist lawyers Association (Bela).

The workshop was presided by Syeda Rizwana Hasan, 
chief executive of Bela; Prof Shafiq Haidar Chowdhury, 
former professor of Chittagong University’s (CU) 
zoology department; Prof Manjurul Kibria, coordinator 
of Halda River Research Laboratory (HRRL) of CU; 
Shuvash Barua, vice president of Planned Chattogram; 
journalist Aliur Rahman.

To fight the blight
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official from the ministry 
of the minimum rank of a 
joint secretary, an official 
of the finance ministry 
of the minimum rank 
of a joint secretary, an 
official of the minimum 
rank of a joint secretary 
from the legislative and 
parliamentary affairs 
division, five eminent 
Islamic scholars selected 
by the government, two 
representatives from the 
country’s trade-body 
organisation, and the 
director general of Islamic 
Foundation will be the 
other members of the 
committee.

The committee’s tenure 
will be of three years and 
it will hold at least two 
meetings every year.

The voluntary 
zakat contribution of 
eligible Muslims will be 
accumulated in the zakat 
fund, which will be kept 
in non-interest-bearing 
accounts of government-
scheduled banks. After the 
law is enacted, anyone from 
home and abroad will be 
able to contribute to the 
fund through any such 
scheduled bank.

Although the zakat 
system has been in 
operation at the individual 

level for a long time in 
this country, the desired 
benefits were not being 
obtained from it, according 
to the objective of the 
proposed bill.

Therefore, the 
government formed the 
zakat board by enacting 
The Zakat Fund Ordinance, 
1982, to properly utilise 
zakat money to ensure 
the welfare of destitute 
Muslims, according to the 
provisions of Islam.

The Zakat Fund 
Management Bill-2023 was 
placed in parliament to 
repeal the military regime 
ordinance in line with a 
verdict of the High Court. 

IO explains why Buet Prof
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confessional statement.
The police official said he 

scrutinised the confessional 
statement of Delowar but 
did not find any truth to the 
allegations brought by him 
against Prof Nikhil over the 
question leak.

On November 16 last 
year, he submitted two 
charge sheets, excluding 
Prof Nikhil as an accused.

The name of Prof Nikhil 
came up in Delowar’s 
confessional statement. A 

few days later, on November 
21, 2021, Nikhil was relieved 
of the chairman post 
of Buet’s industrial and 
production engineering 
department and exam-
related duties.

Following the question 
leak in recruitment tests 
of five state-owned banks 
on November 6, 2021, 
the detectives have so far 
arrested 11 people.

Eight of them, including 
Delowar, gave confessional 
statements before 

magistrates on different 
dates.

Photos of the question 
papers with answers went 
viral on social media even 
before the exam ended.

Initially, Bangladesh 
Bank ignored the question 
leak complaints and did 
not make any immediate 
inquiry.

Later, it cancelled the 
examination as several 
media outlets carried 
reports suggesting the 
question had been leaked.  

False, baseless allegations
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its office yesterday. 
NRCC Chairman Manjur 

A Chowdhury read out 
the statement, in which 
he claimed that the list 
prepared under a project 
to study 48 rivers only 
had the number of illegal 
structures on these rivers; it 
never published the names 
of encroachers. He claimed 
to have sent the list to the 

deputy commissioners 
across the country. After 
their feedback, NRCC will 
make it public.

The commission also 
contested the statement of 
Syeda Rizwana Hasan, chief 
executive of Bangladesh 
Environmental Lawyers 
Association, and Mujibor 
Rahman Howlader, former 
chairman of NRCC, 
who alleged that the 

commission was siding 
with the encroachers.

“The commission 
published the names of 
57,000 illegal structures 
on its website. As per 
NRCC’s instructions, 
deputy commissioners 
have demolished 19,000 
structures as of now. 
Such comments are 
embarrassing for the 
commission,” he added. 

Australian mission lauds women
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Quamrun Nahar Dana 
[badminton], Mabia Akhter 
[weightlifting], Mahfuza 
Khatun Shila [swimming], 
Diya Siddique [archery], 
Sharmin Akhter Ratna 
[shooting], and women 
cricket team of Bangladesh 
Krira Shikkha Pratishtan 
(BKSP) were among the 
athletes present at the 

event. 
Bruer described 

Australia Day as an 
occasion that celebrates a 
modern and multicultural 
Australia. Besides, it is a 
day to reflect upon the 
country’s 60,000-year-old 
history and to acknowledge 
indigenous Australians’ 
fundamental place in 
Australia’s story.

Education Minister 
Dipu Moni was chief 
guest at the event, which 
was  also attended by 
members of parliament, 
diplomats, senior officers 
from the Bangladesh 
Armed Forces, other 
ministries, leaders from 
business, development, 
humanitarian, political, 
civil society, and media.

Train every student as a scout
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PM’s former principal 
secretary Md Abul Kalam 
Azad, who is also the 
president of Bangladesh 
Scouts, also spoke at the 
event, while Dr Mozammel 
Haque Khan, chairman 
of Jamboree Organising 
Committee and chief 
national commissioner of 
Bangladesh Scouts, delivered 
the welcome speech.

About 11,000 scouts, 
including 8,000 scout 

members, 1,000 unit 
leaders and international 
service team (IST) members 
from the Asia Pacific 
region -- Bangladesh, India, 
Nepal, the Maldives, the 
Philippines, China, Taiwan, 
Thailand, South Korea, the 
USA, Canada and Germany 
-- participated in the 
jamboree. 

“Everyone will have to 
keep a liberal mind and 
stay free from all sorts of 
corruption, superstition, 

fanaticism and terrorism. 
We want to build 
Bangladesh in such a way, 
and that is how we want to 
bring up our children,” the 
PM said at the jamboree.

The premier also said 
scout members are making 
a special contribution in 
the field of social service as 
philanthropists. 

“I want this scout 
movement to be developed 
in our country further,” she 
added.

4 held over
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5:30am on Tuesday. They 
dragged Mohiuddin Ahmed 
Sifat and GM Fahad out of 
their rooms and attacked 
them with hammers and 
sharp weapons, according 
to an eyewitness.

The injured were being 
treated at a Barishal 
hospital.

At present, there is no 
committee of Bangladesh 
Chhatra League at Barishal 
University, Mainul Islam, 
joint convener of Barishal 
BCL said earlier.

Three-wheelers overrun
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An auto-rickshaw driver, 
preferring not to be named, 
said sometimes police 
prevent their movement, 
but the drivers somehow 
manage the situation and 
run freely.

According to MCC 
sources, since its 
upgradation as a city 
corporation in 2018, the 
population under MCC 
has risen by two times, but 
road-extension work is yet 
to be done.

Contacted, Mymensingh 
traffic inspector Syed 
Mahbubur Rahman said 
although the number 
of vehicles plying in the 
city has increased many 
folds, authorities have not 
undertaken extension work 

in the last 25 years.
Moreover, shortage 

of traffic police at 18 
important points is making 
it difficult to handle 
the pressure of so many 
vehicles, said the inspector.

Mohammad Waliul 
Islam, assistant licence 
inspector at MCC, said the 
number of licensed auto-
rickshaws plying in the city 
is around 7,000.

Residents, however, 
claimed that the actual 
number of battery-run 
three-wheelers is several 
times more, in absence 
of any drives against the 
unlicensed auto-rickshaws.

Engineer Nurul Amin 
Kalam, secretary of 
Mymensingh Nagorik 
Andolon, a citizens’ 

platform, said traffic jams 
became a regular problem 
for city dwellers years 
ago, but the situation has 
become unbearable in 
recent days.

Advocate Nazrul 
Islam Chunnu, convener 
of Jonoudyog, another 
citizens’ platform, said the 
authorities must show zero 
tolerance against all modes 
of unregistered vehicles.

Illegal occupation of 
footpaths by small traders 
is another reason behind 
the traffic congestion, he 
mentioned.

Contacted, MCC Mayor 
Ekramul Haque Titu said 
in addition to the steps 
already taken, they will take 
further initiatives to resolve 
this issue.

Traders ruining
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Andolon, Habiganj unit, 
general secretary Tofazzal 
Sohel said the country’s 
cultivable land is declining 
rapidly every year. 

Dr AHM Mahfuzul 
Haque, chairman of Plant 
Pathology and Seed Science 
Department at Sylhet 
Agriculture University, 
said soil fertility states the 
ability of soil that sustain 
growth of the plant.

Up to six inches upper 
layer of the soil provides 
nutrients and help the plants 

grow, he said, adding that 
production has declined 
because plants are not 
getting required nutrients 
due to cutting of topsoil.

Nabiganj Upazila 
Agriculture Officer AKM 
Maksudul Alam said if 
illegal removal of topsoil 
continues like this vast 
cropland will turn unfertile 
in near future. 

 Nabiganj Upazila Nirbahi 
Officer Imran Shahriar said 
after investigation they will 
take necessary action in 
this regard. 
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Death anniv of 
Shahidul Islam
STAR REPORT

Today is the 
14th death 
anniversary 
of Md 
S h a h i d u l 
I s l a m 
P a n n u , 
director of Sara Advertising 
Ltd, said a press release. 

 His family members 
have requested all to pray 
for the salvation of his 
departed soul.
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