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FROM PAGE 3

the report, children are 
not safe even within the 
boundaries of their homes.

“We all have to work 
together to stop child 
abuse. Otherwise, it will 
keep on growing,” she said.

Amran Khan, assistant 
director of social welfare 
ministry, said, “Child 
helpline 1098 helped a lot 
to reduce rape and early 
marriage of children. 
Besides, community-based 
child protection is being 
implemented at ward-level.”

MJF launched a “Child 
Safety Committee” to help 
disadvantaged children, 
who are being forced into 
child labour and tortured, 
and ensure their social 
security and human rights.

Rafeza Shaheen, MJF 
coordinator of child 
development; Roksana 
Begum of Breaking the 
Silence; CPD Executive 
Director Moslema Bari; and 
Mamtaz Begum, executive 
director, Mukti Nari - O 
Shishu Odhikar Unnayon 
Shongstha, also spoke.

Show austerity
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“We’ve set priorities. 
Hospitals, irrigation, 
agriculture, fertiliser 
productions and industries, 
for instance, have been 
given top priorities. These 
sectors will be brought 
under strict monitoring 
to ensure uninterrupted 
power,” Nasrul said.

The power division has 
also sought assistance from 
the DCs to set up solar-
power panels in districts, 
he added.

Replying to a question, 
the state minister said he is 
expecting gas supply from 
Bhola North Gas Field in 
two to three months.

Asked whether the 
power price will be 
increased, he said they 
will adjust the price every 
month, but it depends 
on fuel price. It is hard to 
tell whether the price will 
increase.

Earlier, Education 
Minister Dipu Moni said 
DCs made proposals 
for formulating code 
of conduct for MPO-
enlisted teachers of private 
educational institutions. 
“We are considering it to be 
a good proposal. We’ll work 
on it.” 

The Jhenidah DC 
proposed forming a policy 
to ban politics for MPO 
teachers and prohibiting 
their involvement in other 
profitable jobs in addition 
to their teaching duties.

Talking with journalists 
after the meeting, PM’s 
Economic Affairs Adviser 
Dr Mashiur Rahman said 
that DCs have pointed out 
some incongruences in 
planning.

“In many cases, it is seen 
that infrastructures are 
built without appointing 
enough manpower. As a 
result, these infrastructures 
get damaged,” he said.

“They also pointed out 
that bridges are built in 
places where they are not 
necessary,” Mashiur said, 
adding that measures will 
be taken in this regard.

Swallowing yaba
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During interrogation, 
Shahidul said it was his 
second time carrying yaba 
from Cox’s Bazar to Dhaka. 
He has gobbled around 
100 packets of yaba -- each 
containing 50 pills.

Mitu swallowed around 
55 yaba packets and the duo 
was supposed to deliver the 
packets in Rangpur. 

Asked about the risks of 
carrying yaba pills in the 
stomach, Shahidul said he 
did it for the money and did 
not know anything about 
the health risks.

DNC AD Mehedi Hasan 
said in most cases, the 
smugglers use a female 
carrier to smuggle the pills 
without drawing attention 
from law enforcers. 

There have also been 
incidents of the carriers 
dying after the yaba packets 
burst inside their stomachs.

On September 27, 
2020, 31 packets of yaba 
were recovered from the 
stomach of dead yaba 
dealer Abdus Sukur, 38, 
in Rajshahi. Each packet 
contained 50 yaba pills. 

On April 27, 2019, 
doctors of DMCH 
found 11 small packets 
containing yaba pills, while 
conducting an autopsy on 
one Md Julhas, 35, after his 
sudden death in Dhaka’s 
Kamalapur area. 

Dr Shoebur Reza 
Choudhury, chief 
consultant of the Central 
Drug Addiction Centre in 
Dhaka, said people will 
die from an “abnormal 
overdose” of the drug if 
any of these packets leak or 
burst inside their stomachs. 
It can be life-threatening 
if anyone carries a huge 
number of yaba pills in this 
manner.”

Bangladesh must
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ministries to maintain 
strong foreign relations 
with the countries.

BIISS research director 
Mahfuz Kabir said 
Bangladesh’s trade with 
Asian giants (India and 
China) has seen heavy 
deficits. Policymakers 
need to find ways of 
increasing exports to 
these countries.

BIISS Senior Research 
Fellow M Ashique Rahman 
said Bangladesh needs 
to avoid the inclination 
to join any alliance as 

the superpowers will 
be drawing the country 
towards them.

State Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Shahriar 
Alam said, “We are working 
hard to improve regional 
connectivity meant for 
development, peace and 
stability. We also expect the 
same from others.” 

DU International 
Relations Department chair 
Prof Lailufar Yasmin, BIISS 
DG Sheikh Pasha Habib 
Uddin, foreign ministry’s 
DG (South Asia) ATM 
Rokebul Haque also spoke.

EC likely to announce
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On April 24, 2018, President 
Abdul Hamid took oath 
as head of the state for the 
second consecutive term, 
which will expire on April 
24 this year.

Hamid’s first five-year 
tenure had expired on the 
same date in 2018, after he 
took office in 2013.

According to Article 
123 of the constitution, 
the presidential election 
must be held 90 to 60 days 
before the expiry of the 
five-year term.

As per the constitution, 
Hamid cannot become 
president for another term, 
as he was elected for two 
terms.

Five injured
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20, Md Shaheen, 30, and 
Abul Kalam, 25.

Injured Saiful said he 
was heading towards his 
office in Moghbazar from 
his Sabujbagh residence at 
the time of the explosion.

“I fell on the road and 
saw blood oozing from my 
body. I don’t know how the 
explosion took place,” he 
said.

H a r u n - o r - R a s h i d , 
additional commissioner 
of Dhaka Metropolitan 

Police’s Detective Branch, 
and Md Asaduzzaman, 
chief of DMP’s 
Counter Terrorism and 
Transnational Crime 
(CTTC) unit, visited the spot 
right after the incident.

Harun told journalists 
on the spot that they found 
a large number of splinters.

He said they were 
working to know why the 
explosive was kept there. 
The CTTC’s bomb disposal 
unit is examining the 
splinters, he added.

AL seeks to keep BNP
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that they want to be on 
the streets like they did on 
January 11 and January 16. 
The AL will hold “normal” 
rallies. However, if the 
situation is different, action 
will be taken as per central 
instructions, they added.

Speaking to The Daily 
Star, Abu Ahmed Mannafi, 
president of Dhaka South 

AL, said, “Leaders and 
activists of all levels will 
join the rallies and be 
watchful on the streets so 
that the BNP can’t incite 
any violence.”

During the last four 
demonstrations by the 
BNP, the AL also staged 
rallies at different places in 
the capital to keep watch 
on the BNP activists.

They issued 5,000
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process and informed 
higher authorities. 

While probing the 
activity, police traced the 
four and arrested them. 
However, law enforcers 
said they are just ground-
level members of the 
gang who used to collect 
clients.

Asif Mohiuddin, 
additional deputy 
commissioner (CT), told 

The Daily Star, “It is not 
clear whether the criminals 
hacked the server or 
managed an official’s 
password and username. 
We are investigating the 
matter.”

“We have informed the 
matter to the registrar 
general’s office to take 
steps,” he said. “We will grill 
the accused after taking 
them into remand through 
court.”

CCC to allocate
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being a good decision to 
keep the city clean.

Abdul Aziz, a banker, said, 
“In the late 1990s, late ABM 
Mohiuddin Chowdhury, 
then mayor of CCC, took 
such an initiative and 
dedicated some spots for 
pasting posters. It worked 
only for a few months.”

Contacted, ATM 
Shahjahan, assistant 
professor of urban 
and regional planning 
department at Chittagong 
University of Engineering 
and Technology, said, “In 
fact, there is a prohibition 
for pasting posters without 

dedicated areas in the local 
government act, but the 
law is not followed strictly.” 

Shahjahan, also 
former general secretary 
of Bangladesh Institute 
of Planners, said, “Mass 
awareness is a must to 
successfully implement the 
rule.”

Contacted, CCC Mayor 
Rezaul Karim Chowdhury 
said, “We want to bring 
this [putting up posters 
indiscriminately] under 
control, and so, we are 
going to dedicate spots for 
pasting posters and impose 
fines against those who 
violate the rule.”

Majority not enrolled
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services and we need 
to create an inclusive 
environment where they 
can thrive,” said Sheldon 
Yett, Unicef representative 
to Bangladesh.

Data from the survey 
also shed light on the 
difficulties that children 
with disabilities face as 
adults. Only one-third of 
persons with disabilities 
of working age are 
employed, with women 
with disabilities far more 
likely to be unemployed 
compared to men.

While 90 percent of 
persons with disabilities 

who are registered with 
the government receive 
disability allowances, the 
vast majority of them -- 
about 65 percent -- remain 
unregistered, the press 
release said.

Early identification 
and management of 
childhood disabilities are 
critical to maximising the 
potential of children. It 
is also critical to create 
an inclusive environment 
where families and service 
providers can support 
children with disabilities 
to participate actively in 
all spheres of life, read the 
release.
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Earth’s inner core
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“We believe the inner core 
rotates, relative to the Earth’s 
surface, back and forth, like 
a swing,” they told AFP.

“One cycle of the swing 
is about seven decades”, 
meaning it changes 
direction roughly every 35 
years, they added.

They said it previously 

changed direction in the 
early 1970s and predicted 
the next about-face would 
be in the mid-2040s.

The researchers said 
this rotation roughly lines 
up with changes in what is 
called the “length of day” 
-- small variations in the 
exact time it takes Earth to 
rotate on its axis.


