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Most of them are police 
officers and politicians. The 
chief whip of our party is 
sitting behind me. He can 
tell who owns these buses.”

“Buses ply the roads 
recklessly without any 
consequence. The drivers 
don’t have a licence. We 
are yet to educate them 

and show them the right 
direction,” said Firoz. 

“What kind of smart 
Bangladesh we will 
build with this situation 
prevailing in the country?” 
he asked. 

The JP lawmaker said 
the government has made a 
lot of improvements to the 
roads but there are still 20 

to 30-tonne trucks running 
on the roads at night, in 
exchange for a bribe.

“These accidents would 
not have taken place had 
we checked whether the 
buses and the drivers have 
the required papers or not. 
We never check the fitness 
status of the vehicles,” he 
added. 

They can uphold country’s
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not be gained without their 
involvement.

He said as part of 
the “World Conference 
Series-2023”, they will hold 
events across the globe 
throughout the year.

Former principal staff 
officer of the Armed Forces 
division Lt Gen (retd) 
Mainul Islam said young 
diplomats should be part of 
Bangladesh’s contribution 
to UN peacekeeping 
missions.

The UN missions are an 
opportunity for Bangladesh 

to uphold its positive image 
across the globe, said 
former inspector general 
of Bangladesh Police AKM 
Shahidul Hoque.

Former Bangladesh 
ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia Golam Moshi 
urged Bangladesh mission 
officials in different 
countries to ensure better 
services for expatriates.

Former chief of air 
staff Air Chief Marshal 
(retd) Masihuzzaman 
Serniabat, former chief of 
Bangladesh Navy Admiral 

(retd) AMMM Aurangzeb 
Chowdhury, International 
Organisation for 
Migration’s Chief of 
Mission Abdusattor 
Esoev, and British-
Bangladeshi politicians 
Faruk Choudhury and 
Henna Chowdhury, 
among others, spoke at the 
conference.

At the event, the 
organisers awarded 10 
commercial banks for 
receiving the highest 
amount of remittance in 
2022.

On the run 
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along with Ashraf, Rezaul 
Islam, Toriqul Islam, and 
Khokon Dhali, killed 
one Shukkur Ali. In 
2002, the court gave life 
imprisonment to Sohrab, 
Ashraf, and Khokon, and 
exempted Rezaul and 
Toriqul.

Mobile court
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investigate the incident. 
The committee found 
the waterbody to be filled 
up... Abdul Halim was told 
to clear the canal several 
times, but he did not pay 
heed to it,” the UNO said.

“Abdul’s two sons and 
their men obstructed the 
operation of the mobile 
court under my leadership. 
Bricks were thrown at the 
members of the mobile 
court and a cocktail was 
exploded. They even tried 
to attack me. At least nine 
people were taken into 
custody in this incident.” 

Later, Nayem Hasan 
and Saiful Hasan, Abdul 
Halim’s two sons, were 
sentenced to three months’ 
rigorous imprisonment. 
“Seven more detainees were 
released under the custody 
of the local chairman and 
parents as they are school 
students,” the UNO added.

US embassy, Brac
FROM PAGE 3

Katrina Fotovat, senior 
official to the Secretary 
of State in the Office of 
Global Women’s Issues, 
US Embassy, attended the 
event as chief guest.

Brac, Unicef, ILO, and 
Bureau of Non-Formal 
Education established the 

STAR project in 2012.
Helen LaFave, deputy 

chief of mission, US 
Embassy in Dhaka, Brac 
Executive Director Asif 
Saleh, Safi Rahman Khan, 
director (Education, 
Skills Development and 
Migration), Brac, also 
spoke.

Under the dirty
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No government authorities, 
including Wasa or DNCC, 
took any initiatives 
of infrastructural 
developments in these 
places, alleged residents.

When these 
correspondents reached 
ward-43 -- which consists 
of 10 localities, including 
Kathaldia, Bagdia, Amadia, 
Bagdia, Tolna, Dhelna 
and Mostol -- they could 
not believe these areas 
were part of the country’s 
capital. Most of the roads 
(15 km out of 25 km) were 
not concrete.

Locals said they have not 
seen any developmental 
projects in the area in the 
five years since it came 
under DNCC’s jurisdiction.

“We could at least see 
some developments when 
we were under the union 
parishad. We received 
nothing but assurances 
in the past five years,” said 
Sushmoy Biswas, a Kathaldi 
resident.

All the residents this 

newspaper talked to 
claimed that they are living 
in inhumane conditions 
due to the shortage of 
pure drinking water. They 
said their demands for 
clean drinking water have 
repeatedly fallen on the 
deaf ears by the authorities.
THE AUTHORITIES’ 

TAKE

Contacted, Councillor 
of ward-43 Shariful 
Islam Bhuiya said, “These 
sufferings would not last 
long, as we have already 
started developing a three-
kilometre long road along 
with a proper drainage 
system.”

“What can we do if we 
are not given any funds or 
budget to run development 
works?” asked Nazrul Islam 
Dhali, councillor of ward-
40. 

Residents of ward-43 
alleged that Councillor 
Shafiqul Islam lives 
elsewhere with his family.

Shafiqul, however, 
denied this particular 
allegation.

IUB partners
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climate change. 
The project is expected 

to fill the knowledge 
gaps on climate change 
issues that exist in local, 
regional, institutional 
and national levels, and 

thereby capacitate multiple 
actors such as researchers, 
the government, NGOs, 
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d 
organisations, the private 
sector, think tanks, schools, 
etc to take up leadership in 
climate action.

Another student, 
Towhidul Islam, said after 
every such road crash, 
police take action by 
arresting the driver and 
helper. But after some days, 
when everyone forgets, the 
arrestees get bail. 

Northern University 
Vice-Chancellor Prof 
Anwar Hossain said 
students are dying on roads 
frequently, and this needs 
to stop.

“We are very sensitive to 
such deaths. We will stand 
beside the victim’s family,” 
the VC said.

How many more
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licence.
Additional police were 

deployed in the area to avoid 
any untoward incident. 
Severe traffic congestion 
was witnessed on Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway due 
to the blockade.

Later, the students left 
the road around 1:15pm 
and went to their campus 
to join a doa-mahfil at 
2:00pm.

At the protest, 
Saifuddin Siddique, a 
student of the pharmacy 
department, said three 
of their demands are yet 
to be met. They would 
give authorities a week 
to fulfil them. If they fail 
to do so, the students 
would announce another 
demonstration.

Hold direct election 
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Farhana.  
Prof Dilara Chowdhury said, 
“Our political parties have 
no commitment. Direct 
elections should be held for 
33 percent of the seats.”

“Women suffer the most 
due to the lack of voting 
rights. It should be made 
mandatory to nominate 
women in 15 to 20 percent 
of the general seats,” said 
Saiful Haque. 

Sust doubles
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deposit Tk 5,000 initially, 
we thought the final fee 
will not be more than the 
previous year. However, it 
has doubled, posing a huge 
burden for middle-income 
families like us.”

Another admission 
aspirant of the department 
of forestry said, “The 
university authority should 
have informed us that they 
have plans to double the 
admission fee. This is not 
a student-friendly decision 
and they must consider it 
again.”

Sust Treasurer Prof 
Anwarul Islam said, “Sust 
has always charged lower 
admission fees than other 
universities in the cluster. 
As per the government’s 
instruction to reduce 
expenditure and increase 
income, the academic 
council decided to increase 
the fee.”

“I don’t think 
the increased fee is 
unreasonable. However, 
some students may face 
problems with this decision 
initially,” he added. 
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NSU welcomes 
2,000 freshers 
for spring

STAR REPORT

The orientation programme of spring semester of North 
South University was held on its campus yesterday, said a 
press release.

Dhaka South City Corporation Mayor Sheikh Fazle 
Noor Taposh was present on the occasion.

The event was presided over by NSU Vice Chancellor 
Professor Atiqul Islam. 

Seema Ahmad, Shahriar Kamal, and Yasmin Kamal 
-- members of the Board of Trustees of NSU -- were also 
present.

Some 2,000 students were admitted to the upcoming 
spring semester for undergraduate (honors) courses 
in 16 departments across the university’s four schools. 
Additionally, 48 students received merit-based 
scholarships based on their outstanding admission test 
results.

Other speakers included pro-VC Prof M Ismail Hossain 
and deans of the four schools. The programme was 
moderated by Dr Nazia Manzoor, assistant professor of 
the Department of English and Modern Languages; Asif 
Bin Ali, faculty member of the Media and Journalism 
Programme, and deputy director of the Public Relations 
Office at NSU.

Prof Sk Tawfique M Haque, chairman, Department 
of Political Science and Sociology, welcomed 23 new 
students of the Media and Journalism Programme.
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