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Bahadur Shah Park
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another place from the side 
of the memorial as per the 
demand of the citizens. 
“The place for exercise is 
still there and the café will 
not create any problems.” 

Surrounded by greenery, 
Bahadur Shah Park stands 
proud of its rich history 
and architectural features.

The place was known as 
Victoria Park, named after 
Queen Victoria. Later in 
1957, the park was renamed 
after the last Mughal 
emperor Bahadur Shah II.

In 1857, during the 
Sepoy Mutiny, English 
soldiers publicly executed 
the captured mutineers 
by hanging them from 
different trees of the place.

There are two memorials 
at the park entrances. The 
tallest one is situated on 
the eastern side, in memory 
of the martyred sepoys.

The DSCC took up 
a mega project in 2016 
involving 70 architects to 
modernise 19 parks and 
12 playgrounds. This park 
was developed under the 
guidance of Md Rafiq 
Azam, principal architect of 
“Shatotto”, an architecture 
firm and consultant team 
leader of the mega project, 

There was no food court 
in the initial designs.

Asked, Azam said he was 
not aware that the DSCC 
permitted a foodcourt to 
operate inside the park.

Earlier, DSCC Chief 
Estate Officer Md Rasel 
Sabrin said they permitted 
a makeshift food court, not 
a permanent structure.

Adil Mohammad Khan, 
former GS of Bangladesh 
Institute of Planners, said, 
“Leasing out open spaces 
for commercial use has 
become a tendency of city 
corporations. The same was 
seen in Suhrawardy Udyan.”  

No scope
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The law minister said the 
next national elections 
will be held under the 
Constitution’s guidelines. 
The government 
departments will provide 
all assistance to the 
Election Commission 
during the election period.

Replying to a question, 
he said, “Please, do not pay 
any heed to the rumours 
about the next president.”

Barring Adarsha
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Reporters Unity, Adarsha 
chief executive officer 
and publisher Mahabub 
Rahman told journalists 
that the publication’s stall 
allocation in the fair has 
been postponed.

He said this is just a 
blatant attempt to suppress 
“dissent”.

He also informed 
journalists that over 600 
books have already been 
published by Adarsha, and 

more than 300 authors 
are associated with those. 
But out of all the books, 
allegations of “dissent” 
have been brought against 
only three books, for which 
the publication has been 
denied permission.

Meanwhile, the press 
statement by the eminent 
citizens said, “The state 
shall guarantee human 
dignity, rule of law and 
fundamental rights... 
and these are the major 
principles of Bangladesh 
born after the Language 
Movement and Liberation 
War. But we believe this 
denial of permission will 
violate an author’s freedom 
to express their opinion.”

“Bangla Academy is 
said to be the ‘symbol 
of Bangalee intellect 
and mind’. Then why 
will it engage itself in 
such partisanship?” it 
mentioned.

The signatories include 
writer and politician 
Badruddin Umar, Prof 
Sirajul Islam Chowdhury, 
Prof Abul Kasem Fazlul 
Haque, poet and critic 
Farhad Mazhar, Prof 
Dilara Chowdhury, Prof 
Anu Muhammad, women 
leader Farida Akhtar, 
Dhaka University’s Prof 
Asif Nazrul, Jahangirnagar 
University teacher Syed 
Ferdous, and DU teacher 
Robayet Ferdous.

BNP now desperate
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millions of dollars and is 
going to foreign masters to 
spread propaganda against 
the country. They are 
constantly conspiring to 
impose “sanctions” against 
the people of the country 
with false and fabricated 
information.

Quader said sitting 
abroad, corrupt leaders of 
BNP run the party through 
and incite their activists to 
sabotage. “But people now 
know their schemes. The 
truth has been revealed. For 
that reason, BNP leaders 
are aimless.”

He said BNP-

Jamaat, the “sponsor of 
Bangabandhu’s killers 
and war criminals”, does 
not want the welfare of 
people. The country’s 
development and progress 
are not visible to them.

“We expect responsible 
behaviour from BNP as 
a political party. I urge 
them to prepare for the 
upcoming elections 
without spreading 
propaganda and rumours 
against the government 
for political gain. State 
power can be changed 
only through elections in 
a constitutional manner,” 
added Quader.
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Ahmed Shafi 
Choudhury 
passes away
CITY DESK

A h m e d 
S h a f i 
Choudhury, 
director of 
the Board of 
Directors of 
Pubali Bank 
Limited, passed away while 
undergoing treatment at 
United Hospital in Dhaka 
on Friday.

The Board of Directors 
of Pubali Bank, officers and 
employees expressed deep 
grief over his death.

Fifty teen 
activists get 
bicycles
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Mymensingh

“Team Aparajita”, a forum 
of teenagers have now 
geared up to fight child 
marriage as the upazila 
administration recently 
distributed 50 bicycles 
among them in Netrakona’s 
Kalmakanda upazila.

Kalmakanda UNO 
Md Abul Hasem said 50 
schoolboys and schoolgirls 
are involved with this team.

The upazila 
administration has given 
the bikes so that the 
youngsters can reach their 
destination fast. 

Earlier, the volunteers 
were given caps, t-shirts 
and identity cards. 

They also receive 
allowance and food when 
they visit different areas 
with an aim to stop child 
marriages, the UNO said.

Towards a new
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“The faults in textbooks 
of the ninth and tenth 
grades have already been 
identified. The mistakes 
have been there since 
2013 without anyone 
noticing. We will improve 
the quality of textbooks by 
maintaining accuracy.”

At the ceremony, 300 
students from 18 countries 
were awarded certificates.

Six students were 
awarded “The Andy Matsui 
Award” for their academic 
achievements. AUW VC 
Rubana Huq and founder 
Kamal Ahmad were also 
present at the programme.

A school in a 

shambles
Institution in Patuakhali sees 

no renovation in 3 decades

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Educational activities at Uttar 
Charkhali Secondary School in 
Patuakhali’s Galachipa upazila is being 
severely hampered as the schoolhouse 
has turned too risky to use due to lack 
of renovation in the last 30 years.

The iron rods of the roof at many 
places have rusted are jutting out, 
while the plaster of the ceiling and 
walls is falling off. As there is no 
alternative, more than 500 students 
of the institution are compelled to 
attend classes in the ramshackle school 
building, risking their safety.

In 1970, the secondary school was 
established on three acres of land under 
an initiative by the villagers.

Meanwhile, the children’s education 
was about to come to a halt when the 
old tin-shed schoolhouse was completely 
damaged during the flood in 1991. But 
later in 1993, the disaster management 
ministry constructed a two-storey 
academic building in place of the old one. 

However, that too has now become 
almost unusable as no initiative has 
been taken to renovate it even after 30 
years of its construction. A number of 
teachers of the institution said almost 
all the doors and windows of the school 
building have been badly damaged. 

Moreover, rainwater enters the 
classrooms through the leaky ceiling 
during monsoon. 

During a recent visit to the 
institution, this correspondent saw a 
female teacher conducting lessons for 
some 10th-graders in a ramshackle 
classroom. The school authority has 
put up a large polythene underneath 
the ceiling to protect the students from 
the falling chunks of plaster.

Educational activities were going on 
in the risky schoolhouse comprising 
seven rooms, including five classrooms, 
a science laboratory and an office room. 

The institution has a total of 15 
teachers including the headteacher. 

Tenth-grader Harija Akhtar said 
she cannot concentrate on classes as 
plasters from above often fall on them.

Hanif Gazi, one of the guardians, said 
they have no alternative as this is the 
only secondary school in the area. 

Headteacher Haroon-or-Rashid said 
students are compelled to attend classes 
in risky classrooms as authorities are yet 
to make any alternative arrangements. 

Local UP chairman Jahangir Hossain, 
also president of the school managing 
committee, said they have urged 
the education directorate on several 
occasions to renovate the building, but 
no initiative has been taken yet. 

Students of Uttar Charkhali Secondary School in Patuakhali’s 
Galachipa upazila attend class in a risky building.
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DENGUE FEVER

1 dead, 11 
hospitalised 
in 24 hours

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least one dengue 
patient died and 11 were 
hospitalised across the 
country in the last 24 hours 
till yesterday morning.

With the new figure, the 
total number of dengue 
deaths this year rose to 
seven. 

A total of 466 dengue 
cases were logged during 
this period, according to 
the Directorate General of 
Health Services.

Some 74 dengue patients 
are still under treatment. 

Meanwhile, 201 patients 
were released from 
hospitals.

The total number of 
dengue deaths last year was 
281 while the total number 
of cases was 62,382, of 
which 23,162 were from 
outside Dhaka.
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