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representatives, Brac was 
able to communicate with 
the family, he added.

Kashem’s son Nur Hasan 
said their family is thankful 
to Brac for its efforts. 

He said they were not in 
contact with Kashem for 
a long time and were not 
aware that he had returned 
home on Friday.

A d d i t i o n a l 
Superintendent of Armed 
Police Battalion Ziaul 
Haque said the elderly 
person was handed to Brac 
as he seemed mentally 
“unstable”.
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up posters when the 
advertising boards are 
set up at the locations. If 
councillors don’t put them 
at the right places, this 
will not be successful,” he 
added.

Meanwhile, DNCC 
issued a letter related to 
this initiative yesterday 
afternoon.

The letter states that the 
city’s beauty is being ruined 
by posters everywhere. 
To protect its beauty, it is 
necessary to stop putting 
up posters at random 
locations. 

There are specific laws 
regarding the placement 
of posters, banners and 
festoons. DNCC has also 
issued a warning on this, 
the letter read.

According to DNCC 

sources, a physical board 
has been set up at Mirpur 
10 Roundabout for 
posters on trial basis. The 
ward councillor chose 
the location, and the 
corporation authorities 
set it up there. This will be 
replicated in every ward.

Mukbul Hossain, public 
relations officer of DNCC, 
said, “We are trying to 
make people aware of 
the laws and regulations 
related to the placement 
of posters, banners and 
festoons. If anyone breaks 
the rules, DNCC will take 
legal action.”

Murad Hossain, 
councillor of ward-12 under 
DNCC, said he received 
instructions from the city 
corporation regarding the 
initiative, but work has not 
started in his ward yet.

Protect indigenous
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The DC also mentioned 
that he will hold a meeting 
on January 23 with all 
the concerned parties 
regarding the matter 
and visit the indigenous 
communities in Sherpur 
upazila.

On January 8, local 
Bangalees and indigenous 
communities logged into a 
land-related clash. At least 
30 people were injured 
from both sides. Two days 
later, another attacked 
was launched on two 
indigenous youths.

Since last December, 
local Bangalees have 
barred the indigenous 
peoples from cultivating 
their four-bigha land in 
Amboil village, claiming to 
own it. They claim the land 
was sold by the forefathers 
of its current indigenous 
owners to their families. 

After these attacks, 
around 700 indigenous 
families in five villages 
are passing their days in 
confinement out of fear of 
being attacked again, they 
said.
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Medical College Hospital, 
the PM said the government 
has taken plans to upgrade 
it to 5,000-bed facility. 

Regarding the 
community vision centres, 
she said in three phases 
some 135 community vision 

centres have been opened 
and gradually it will be 
established in all upazilas 
across the country. 

Besides, Hasina also 
inaugurated an Awami 
League office at an event 
from Gono Bhaban through 
a video conference.

Awami League’s lies
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with Lu, Fakhrul said, “We 
[BNP] did not.”

Fakhrul said it is 
noticeable that the US 
expressed its firm stance 
on democracy and 
commented on a free, fair, 
and inclusive election.

Criticising Awami 
League for announcing 
programmes on the day 
of BNP’s programme, 
Fakhrul said, “If any 
untoward situation arises, 
Awami League will be held 
responsible for that.”

The BNP leader also said 
surveillance equipment 
was purchased from 
Israel just to repress the 
opposition party.

Expressing deep 
concern over the cases filed 
under the Digital Security 
Act, Fakhrul said in the last 
four years, a total of 1,209 
cases have been filed.

He demanded 
immediate release of the 
arrestees and annulment 

of the act.
AL RUINING NATION’S 

ACHIEVEMENTS

BNP standing committee 
member Khandaker 
Mosharraf Hossain 
yesterday alleged that 
Awami League has ruined all 
the nation’s achievements.

There is no alternative 
to ousting the government 
to change the situation, he 
said.

Mosharraf said this at 
a programme in front of 
the party’s Nayapaltan 
headquarters, marking 
the 87th birth anniversary 
of party founder Ziaur 
Rahman.

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra 
Dal organised a day-long 
programme to mark the 
day. 

Chhatra Dal President 
Kazi Rawnaqul Islam 
Srabon chaired the 
event, conducted by 
general secretary of the 
organisation Saif Mahmud 
Jewel.

US didn’t impose
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He was speaking to 
journalists after a meeting 
with Malaysian High 
Commissioner Haznah 
Md Hashim at his ministry 
office in Secretariat.

Replying to a question, 
Anisul said he did not 
discuss with Donald Lu 
about when the sanction 
might be withdrawn, as 
there is a legal procedure 
for it.

“We are going ahead 
in accordance with legal 
procedure, and hope that 
the sanction will be lifted 
through this procedure,” 
he said.

In response to another 
query, he said there is no 
scope for reintroducing 
the caretaker government 
system in the country as 
the Appellate Division of 
the Supreme Court has 
scrapped this system and 
constitution has been 
amended to this effect.

Donald Lu did neither 
say that a participatory 
election must be held 
in Bangladesh nor gave 
any instruction that the 
election will have to be 
held in this way or that 
way, he said. They (US) only 
want that the democracy 
of Bangladesh develops 
and the methods for the 
development of democracy 
are used properly.               

The law minister 

informed that he requested 
Lu to take steps so that 
the US deport Rashed 
Chowdhury, a convicted 
killer of Bangabandhu, to 
Bangladesh.

“He asked me to 
communicate with the 
justice department of the 
US for this purpose. We 
will do that. Besides, we 
will knock all the doors to 
bring him (Rashed) back to 
Bangladesh,” he said.     

Replying to a question, 
Anisul said the government 
does not take any action to 
harass BNP men, but takes 
necessary steps to protect 
the safety and properties of 
people.

He said the situation 
in Brahmanbaria court 
has improved a lot as the 
lawyers are now boycotting 
courts of two judges. “Had 
I known about it, things 
would not have come 
this far. I hope that the 
problems there will be 
solved soon,” he said.

He also said during 
yesterday’s meeting, he 
requested the Malaysian 
government through its 
high commissioner to ask 
Myanmar to take Rohingya 
people from Bangladesh 
back to that country and 
take more Bangladeshi 
workers to Malaysia.

The Malaysian envoy 
replied in the positive, he 
said.
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Muzahidul, also a director 
of Bangla Academy, 
claimed that the police 
administration also 
objected to the books. 

The decision was harshly 
criticised by writers on 
social media.  

Mahabub Rahman, chief 
executive officer of Adarsha, 
said, “I have no other political 
or ideological relationship 
with the authors apart from 
the author-publisher one. 
We pledge to publish and 
distribute books to readers 
regardless of the situation 
we are in.”

He claimed that in 2019, 
similar allegations were 
made against Adarsha but 
they were proven wrong. 
“I have no hidden political 
agenda either. I only 
believe in the freedom of 
expression of a writer.”


