
INTERNATIONAL
DHAKA WEDNESDAY JANUARY 18, 2023 

MAGH 4, 1429 BS        7
China population 
shrinks for first 
time in 60 yr
AFP, Beijing

China’s population shrank last year for the first 
time in more than six decades, official data showed 
yesterday, as the birth rate slows in the face of 
mounting financial pressures and shifting social 
attitudes. The world’s most populous country 
is facing a looming demographic crisis as its 
workforce ages, which analysts warn could stymie 
economic growth and pile pressure on strained 
public coffers. Analysts point to the soaring cost 
of living -- as well as a growing number of women 
in the workforce and seeking higher education -- 
as reasons behind the slowdown. The mainland 
Chinese population stood at around 1,411,750,000 
at the end of 2022, the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) reported, a decrease of 850,000 
from the end of the previous year. The number 
of births was 9.56 million, the NBS said, while the 
number of deaths stood at 10.41 million. The last 
time China’s population declined was in the early 
1960s, when the country was battling the worst 
famine in its modern history.

MAJOR ANTI-GRAFT PURGE

Vietnam president 
Phuc resigns
AFP, Hanoi

Vietnam President Nguyen Xuan Phuc has resigned, 
state media said yesterday, after days of rumours 
he was about to be sacked as part of a major anti-
corruption drive that has seen several ministers 
fired. The sudden departure is a highly unusual 
move in communist Vietnam, where political 
changes are normally carefully orchestrated, with 
an emphasis on cautious stability. 

Ukrainian servicemen fire a Polish self-propelled howitzer Krab toward Russian positions, amid Russia’s 
attack on Ukraine, on a frontline in Donetsk region, Ukraine yesterday. PHOTO: REUTERS

DEADLY PLANE CRASH

Nepal finds all but 1 missing person
REUTERS, Kathmandu

Rescuers used drones and abseiled 
down a deep gorge yesterday 
looking for the last missing person 
from Nepal’s worst air disaster in 
30 years, in which at least 71 people 
died including small children.

Difficult terrain around the 200 
metre gorge and poor weather was 
hampering rescue efforts near the 
tourist city of Pokhara, where the 
Yeti Airlines ATR 72 turboprop 

carrying 72 people crashed on 
Sunday just before landing.

The search was called off after 
darkness descended, and will 
resume today, said Tek Bahadur 
K.C., a top district official.

Rescue teams were struggling to 
identify bodies, Ajay K.C, a police 
official in Pokhara who is part of 
the rescue efforts, told Reuters. 

Rescuers had collected what 
appeared to be human remains and 
sent them for a DNA test, he said, 

but search efforts would continue 
until all 72 passengers and crew 
were accounted for.
Search teams found 68 bodies on 
the day of the crash, while two bod-
ies were recovered on Monday be-
fore the search was called off. 
One more body had been recovered 
as of late yesterday afternoon. An 
official said 48 bodies were sent to 
a hospital for autopsies, while 22 
bodies were being handed over to 
families in Pokhara.

OUTSTANDING ISSUES

Pak PM makes 
conditional talks 
offer to India
REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif has made a conditional 
offer to his Indian counterpart 
to open talks on all outstanding 
issues between them, including 
disputed Kashmir, which he 
believes could be facilitated by 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE). 

“My message to the Indian 
leadership and Prime Minister Narendra Modi is let’s sit 
down at the table and have serious and sincere talks to 
resolve our burning issues, like Kashmir,” Sharif said in 
an interview with Al Arabiya news channel, telecast by 
Pakistan’s state run TV yesterday.

However, a statement issued by Sharif’s office after 
the interview aired added that such talks would only be 
possible if India restored the autonomous status in the 
part of Kashmir it rules that was revoked in 2019.

“Without India’s revocation of this step, negotiations 
are not possible,” it said.

The Indian foreign affairs ministry did not immediately 
respond to a request for comment. New Delhi has ignored 
such calls from Pakistan on Kashmir’s status in the past.

In the interview, Sharif said he had taken up the issue 
with UAE President Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed on his 
recent visit to the Emirates. 

“He’s a brother of Pakistan. He also has good relations 
with India. He can play a very important role to bring the 
two countries on the talking table,” Sharif said.

Sharif said the wars between the two countries brought 
nothing except misery, poverty and unemployment. 

“We want to alleviate poverty, achieve prosperity and 
provide education, health facilities and employment to 
our people, and not waste our resources on bombs and 
ammunition, that’s the message I want to give to PM 
Modi,” he said.
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