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maunds of turmeric. 
“I have sold 100 maunds 

of turmeric at Tk 1150 per 
maunds,” Zahangir said. 

Last year, he cultivated 
the crop on 1.5 acres land 
and got 250 maunds.  He 
cultivated on less land 
this year as he had to sell 
turmeric at only Tk 800 
per maunds.

Grower Nitish Biswas 
of Ratandia in Kalukhali 
said turmeric cultivation is 
more profitable than other 
corps like chilli, brinjal 
and pumpkin. Farmers 
sow turmeric seeds in 
November every year and 
it took nearly a year to 
harvest the crop, he said.

Md Miraz of Ramdia 
said this year he cultivated 
turmeric on 50 decimals 
leased land and made a 

profit of Tk 45,000, which 
was only Tk 15,000 last year. 

Ripon Sheikh of the 
area said he got 50 maunds 
of turmeric from only 30 
decimals of land this year. 

Alongside turmeric, he 
also cultivated onion and 
wheat in his other lands.

Kamal Parvez, a turmeric 
trader at Baliakandi Bazar 
said, he has been doing the 
business for 12 years now. 

He buys turmeric at Tk 
1,000 to Tk 1,200 each 
maund, and sells the 
product at Tk 5,500 to Tk 
6,000 per maunds.

Rajbari DAE Deputy 
Director SM Shahid Nur 
Akbar said turmeric 
cultivation saw a slight fall 
due to increase in jute and 
onion cultivation this year, 
but the price and yield of 
the produce have increased 
significantly. 

Consider running
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fellow of Centre for 
Policy Dialogue, said the 
movement should stir 
policymakers, politicians 
ahead of the election to 
commit to protecting the 
environment. 

Syeda Rizwana 
Hasan, chief executive of 
Bangladesh Environmental 

Lawyers Association, said 
the development that stems 
from need doesn’t harm 
environment. But if it stems 
from greed, it destroys 
rivers, forest and air. 

Professor Nazrul Islam, 
vice-president of Bapa, also 
spoke at the event, presided 
over by Khandakar Bazlur 
Rahman of Bapa.

summons order against 
other three lawyers -- 
Tanvir, Akkas and Zubayer. 

The 21 lawyers, including 
Babul, have been ordered to 
appear before the HC bench 
of Justice JBM Hassan and 
Justice Razik-Al-Jalil on 
January 23 to explain their 
conducts. 

The HC issued the 
summon orders and 
contempt of court rules 
on a suomuto move after 
Chief Justice Hasan Foez 
Siddique sent matters 
to the bench for their 
disposals. 

B’baria lawyers withdraw court
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The HC bench of Justice 
JBM Hassan and Justice 
Razik-Al-Jalil also issued a 
rule asking Tanvir, Akkas 
and Zubayer to show cause 
as to why contempt of 
court proceedings should 
not be initiated against 
them for their misconduct 
with the judge and creating 
chaos in the courtroom. 

On January 10, 
the same HC bench 
summoned 21 lawyers 
from Brahmanbaria court, 
directing them to appear 
before it on January 23 for 
shouting slogans against 
Judge Sharmin Nigar 
and hampering judicial 
functions on January 5 and 
8 after this bench issued a 
contempt of court rule and 

Ex-DU teacher
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Police Station over the 
matter.

A video clip obtained 
by The Daily Star showed 
that people were shouting 
at the driver to stop the 

car which kept dragging 
the woman towards 
Nilkhet.

Jafar was sacked from 
Dhaka University in 2018 
due to his prolonged 
absence.

Risky road divider removed
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the authorities concerned 
to remove it. 

RHD recently 
constructed a new six-
lane road in Patuakhali’s 
Kalapara upazila. The road 
connects Rajopara area of 

Kalapara on Patuakhali-
Kuakata highway to Payra 
thermal-power station, 
and the 50-metre long 
divider was built at the 
entry point of the road at 
the Rajopara end.

In the last one week 

alone, at least 20 vehicles 
have accidentally rammed 
into the now dismantled 
divider, according to 
Officer-in-Charge of 
Kalapara Police Station Md 
Jasim Uddin.

AL govt ensures security
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attack was also launched 
on Suranjit Sengupta’s 
public rally.

“In that period, we 
gathered at Russel Squire 
with 40-50 people and 
were charged with baton 
repeatedly. Central leaders 
-- Matia Chowdhury, 
Muhammad Nasim and 
many others -- were also 
baton charged,” he said.

On the contrary, not a 
single BNP leader faced 
such situation during 
the incumbent AL 

government’s tenure.
Hasan urged the AL 

leaders and activists to 
highlight the country’s 
development and successes 
of the present government 
through cultural activities 
throughout the Rajshahi 
division to make the 
meeting a total success.

Rajshahi Mayor 
and Awami League 
Presidium Member AHM 
Khairuzzaman Liton 
addressed the event as 
chief guest with the city 
unit president Muhammad 

Ali Kamal in the chair.
AL Organizing Secretary 

SM Kamal Hossain, 
Food Minister Sadhan 
Chandra Majumder, 
Deputy Speaker of Jatiya 
Sangsad Shamsul Haque 
Tuku, State Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Shahriar 
Alam and State Minister 
for ICT Zunaid Ahmed 
Palak, AL Population and 
Health Affairs Secretary 
Dr Rokeya Sultana, local 
lawmakers and Rajshahi 
city and district AL leaders 
also joined the meeting.

Karnaphuli tunnel
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Quader, also the general 
secretary of Bangladesh 
Awami League, said once 
upon a time, none thought 
that Bangabandhu Tunnel 
would turn Chattogram 
into “one city with two 
towns” like Shanghai in 
China.

He said revealed that the 
feasibility study of metro 
rail project in Chattogram 
will be completed on 
January 31.

He also said, “We are 
going through a difficult 

and challenging time. 
Russia-Ukraine war is 
going on, and sanctions 
and counter-sanctions of 
Europe and America are 
being imposed on each 
other, and as a result, 
one-third of the world’s 
countries are now moving 
towards a big rescission.”

Mentioning that the 
living cost in Europe has 
reached a record 40-year 
high, he said Sri Lanka’s 
foreign reserve stands at 
the bottom while Pakistan’s 
reserve is also in a critical 

condition now. 
He said there is no 

doubt that the prices of 
all commodities have 
increased in Bangladesh. 

Amid the global 
economic crisis, 
Bangladesh’s reserve is still 
in a good position, Quader 
added. 

He said the reserve of 
Bangladesh, a developing 
country, is now US$ 34 
billion and still it has the 
capacity to import goods 
for five months with the 
reserve.
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A girl sits on tyres placed on a wooden plank while her brother pulls it with the help of a rope. Such simple joys of childhood have now become 
a rare scene in the urban landscape. This photo was taken in Barishal’s Babuganj upazila recently. PHOTO: TITU DAS
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