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CHINA WORRIES

US, Japan agree
to step up
security co-op

REUTERS, Washington

The United States and Japan have
announced stepped-up security
cooperation in the face of shared worries
about China, and Washington strongly
endorsed a major military buildup Tokyo
announced last month.

A joint statement issued on Wednesday
after a meeting between their foreign and
defense ministers in Washington said
the two countries “provided a vision of a
modernized Alliance postured to prevail
in a new era of strategic competition.”

“We agree that the PRC is the greatest
shared strategic challenge that we and
our allies and partners face,” US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken told a joint news
conference after the meeting, referring to
the People’s Republic of China.

At the briefing, US Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin announced plans to
introduce a Marine Littoral Regiment
in Japan, which would bring significant
capabilities, including anti-ship missiles.
Blinken said that two sides also agreed to
extend the terms of their common defense

treaty to cover space.
The joint statement said that given
“a severely contested environment,” the

forward posture of US forces in Japan
should be upgraded “by positioning more
versatile, resilient, and mobile forces
with increased intelligence, surveillance,
and reconnaissance, anti-ship, and
transportation capabilities.”

Austin was to meet Japanese Defense
Minister  Yasukazu Hamada again
yesterday at the Pentagon ahead of a
meeting between US President Joe Biden
and Japanese PM Fumio Kishida today.

A senior administration official told
Reuters that Biden and Kishida are
expected to discuss security issues and the
global economy.

The new deployments could be the first
of several announcements this year on
military forces in Asia aimed at making
Beijing think twice before initiating any
conflict. The agreement follows nearly a
year of talks and comes after Japan last
month announced its biggest military
build-up since World War Two - a dramatic
departure from seven decades of pacifism,
fueled by concerns about Chinese actions
in the region.

Students cheer while flying kites during Lohri festival celebrations in Amritsar, India, yesterday.

Show Ukraine-like
concern in other crises

HRW urges govts, accuses them of ‘double-standard’

AFP, London

Human Rights Watch yesterday hailed the
international response to Russia’s invasion
of Ukraine, urging governments to show the
same concern for civilians caught up in other
conflicts.

“Amongst the fog of war and the darkness
that we have seen in this war in Ukraine, there
has been a shining light,” the US-based NGO’s
acting executive director, Tirana Hassan, told
AFP in London.

“That has been the international response
and the commitment to international justice,”
she said as HRW released its annual report on
rights worldwide.

“It actually is a moment of hope”.

In the report, HRW urged governments
to “replicate the best of the international
response in Ukraine” and “scale up the
political will to address other crises”.

Millions of Ukrainian civilians fled across
the borders to take refuge in European
countries after the war broke out in February
last year.

By September, “more than 4 million
refugees from Ukraine - approximately 90
percent of them women and children” — had
moved to European Union countries, the

report said.

“The European states came together to
actually welcome refugees,” Hassan said.
Britain, however, kept visa restrictions for
Ukrainians.

The UN human rights office and the
International Criminal Court at The Hague are
both probing alleged war crimes in Ukraine.

“Never in the history of responding
to conflicts have we seen a coordinated
international response where we have all
the arsenal of the international community
to protect human rights and ensure
accountability,” HRW said.

Yetit also wrote that the response “exposed
the double standards” of most EU countries
“in their ongoing treatment of countless
Syrians, Afghans, Palestinians, Somalis and
others seeking asylum”.

The report also said that the brutal two-
year conflict in Tigray in Ethiopia, Africa’s
second largest country, has received a “tiny
fraction of the global attention”.

“It’s very important that the international
community continues to push for
accountability in places like Ethiopia,” said
Hassan, describing the situation there as “one
of the world’s worst humanitarian crises”,
affecting over 22 million people.

PHOTO: AFP

Harry’s ‘Spare’
sells record 1.4m
copies on day 1
AFP, London

Prince
autobiography “Spare” sold
1.4 million English-language
copies on its first day in
the UK, United States and
Canada, smashing Penguin
Random  House’s  sales
record, the publisher said
yesterday.

The book was published
Tuesday. The sales outstrip
Penguin Random House'’s
previous  first-day  non-
fiction record for Barack
Obama’s “A Promised Land”.

Revelations in  Harry’s
blockbuster  book  have
included claims Prince
William physically attacked
him in a row in 2019 and
that the once-close brothers
begged their father not
to marry his wife, Queen
Consort Camilla.

Harry also said he had
killed 25 Taliban during
his time in Afghanistan,
sparking condemnation
from military personnel and
the Taliban.

Uproar as UAE
names oil chief to
head COP28

AFP, Dubai

The head of the United Arab Emirates’ national
oil company was named yesterday as president of
this year’s COP28 climate talks, prompting fierce
criticism from environmental activists.

Sultan al-Jaber, chief executive of the UAE’s Abu
Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC), will be the
first CEO to take the role at the UN summit, said a
statement carried by the official WAM news agency.

Jaber, the UAFE’s minister of industry, is also the
Gulf state’s special envoy for climate change and
has taken part in more than 10 COP meetings.

But climate activists were quick to criticise his
appointment. Harjeet Singh, head of global political
strategy at Climate Action Network International,
said it “poses an outrageous conflict of interest”.

Teresa Anderson, global lead on climate justice
at ActionAid said: “This appointment goes beyond
putting the fox in charge of the henhouse.”

The UAE, one of the world’s biggest crude
producers, will host the next edition in Dubai
in November and December. It had the largest
contingent of oil and gas lobbyists at last year’s
talks. The Gull monarchy argues that oil remains
indispensable to the global economy and is pushing
the merits of carbon capture -- removing carbon
dioxide, the main greenhouse gas, as fuel is burned
or from the air.

Rein in Big Tech

Biden urges US Congress

AFP, Washington

US President Joe Biden on Wednesday urged
Republican and Democratic lawmakers to break
years of political gridlock and pass laws that
would rein in the power of Big Tech.

The Unites States is home to global tech giants
Apple, Google, Amazon and Facebook-owner

Meta but has trailed governments in

Europe and Asia in drawing up

more modern rules to curb their
power.

“The risks Big Tech poses
for ordinary Americans are
clear,” Biden said in an op-
ed published in the Wall
Street Journal just days after
the Republican party took

the majority in the House
of Representatives following

elections in November. “IU’s time
to walk the walk and get something
done,” he said.

Biden said a law could give authorities access
to the algorithms that power social media and
that legislators should rethink an existing law
that absolves tech companies of responsibility for
content on their sites.

Big Tech companies have lobbied hard in recent
years (o counter any momentum (o legislate in
Washington. According o a report in December,
tech giants and their allies spent $277 million on
lobbying in the past two years.
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