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Shoe depot 
gutted in 
Ctg fire
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 

Ctg

A shoe warehouse 
was gutted at Nupur 
Market in the port city’s 
Kotowali area yesterday.

The fire originated 
around 3:30pm at a 
godown of Al Madina 
Shoes on the sixth 
floor of the market, 
said Anisur Rahman, 
deputy director of the 
Chattogram fire service.

On information, 
firefighters rushed to the 
spot and doused the fire 
after nearly two hours, 
he said. 

There were no 
casualties in the fire.

Anisur Rahman said 
the flames gutted a 
huge quantity of shoes 
and raw materials 
stored in the warehouse. 
Eight fire brigade units 
managed to douse the 
fire at around 5:10pm.

The cause of the fire 
could not be determined 
immediately.
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Cox’s Bazar hospital 
gets new outpatient 
department
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

A new outpatient department complex for the 250-bed 
district hospital in Cox’s Bazar, funded by UNHCR, began 
operations yesterday.

UNHCR constructed, equipped and furnished the 
complex to provide timely lifesaving medical treatment and 
secondary care to Bangladeshis and Rohingya refugees, 
said a statement. Services will include eye and dental care 
and medical and surgical consultations. Modern lifts, fire-
fighting system, and equipment will help enhance access 
to healthcare. 

The outpatient department can facilitate surgeries, and 
orthopaedic, dental, and maternal and paediatric care, said 
Health Minister Zahid Maleque.

JU observes 53rd 
anniversary
JU CORRESPONDENT

Jahangirnagar University Day was observed amid 
festivities on the campus yesterday, marking the 53rd 
founding anniversary of the university.

Over 500 jubilant former and current students of 
different departments, teachers, employees and officers 
joined the daylong programmes with colourful banners, 
balloons, and festoons. The day started with the hoisting of 
the national flag as well as JU flags and releasing balloons in 
front of the business studies faculty around 10:00am.

JU was founded on August 20, 1970 and formally began 
academic activities on January 12, 1971.

UK providing 
Tk 6cr for Sylhet 
flood victims
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

The UK is contributing an additional £5 lakh 
(around Tk 6.60 crore) in humanitarian support 
to respond to last year’s flooding in Sylhet region, 
the incident in which 7.2 million people were 
affected.

The funding, which will be delivered by Brac, 
will provide water, shelter, opportunities to 
ensure livelihood, and improved nutrition for 
people affected in Sunamganj, Sylhet, said the UK 
High Commission in Bangladesh in a statement 
yesterday. Earlier, the UK provided £6,36,548 (over 
Tk 7 crore) to the flood victims in Sylhet.

Matt Cannell, development director at the 
commission, said last year’s devastating floods in 
Sylhet region underline that Bangladesh remains 
vulnerable to the impacts of climate change.

“This new funding provides vital water, nutrition, 
shelter and livelihood opportunities to some of the 
worst affected communities in Sunamganj, Sylhet. 
The UK is proud to partner with Brac to deliver this 
support,” the statement said. This new UK support 
will ensure safe water and shelter for nearly 1,000 
affected households and restore livelihoods and 
food security for more than 5,000.

Brac Executive Director Asif Saleh said the 
floods in northeastern Bangladesh in June 2022 
were the worst to hit Bangladesh in the last two 
decades. They left a trail of destruction in nine 
districts, with Sunamganj being the worst affected.

Significant efforts were undertaken to provide 
emergency response to meet immediate needs, but 
sustained humanitarian support is direly needed to 
help people recover and rebuild their lives, he said.
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An effort to meet 
HOUSING DEMAND

CDA to implement new project in port city
SIFAYET ULLAH, Ctg

Chattogram Development Authority (CDA) will 
implement a new housing project in the port city 
to fulfil the rising demand for homes amid a rapidly 
expanding urban population.

CDA has already chosen an area for the project, 
which is intended to house a sizable section of the 
population, whose housing needs will only increase 
due to expanding economic activity in the city.

Under the project, authorities will develop land to 
make it ideal for constructing buildings.

The development authority sent a detailed project 
plan (DPP) for the “Bayazid Housing Project”, which 
will be implemented in Bayazid Bostami area, to the 
housing ministry for approval. 

The ministry has formed a committee for 
implementation, headed by the ministry’s joint 
secretary. Committee members recently visited the 
project site.

However, there are some errors in the DPP sent by 
CDA, and for this, the ministry has directed authorities 
to correct and send it again, said Kazi Kader Newaz, 
project director and CDA engineer.

Authorities will send the revised DPP to the ministry 
within a month. 

It will cost Tk 40 lakh to develop one residential 
plot and Tk 1 crore for a commercial plot. The project 
outline states that CDA will develop 167 residential and 
18 commercial plots on Lope Road in Bayazid Bostami 
area.

The DPP estimates that the project will cost 
Tk 357 crore. The 13 acres of land for the project’s 
implementation have already been chosen.

According to CDA Chief Engineer Kazi Hasan Bin 
Shams, the project’s tenure will begin right after the 
ministry gives the go, and it will include a man-made 

Tk 40 lakh to develop one residential plot; Tk 1cr for 
commercial plot 

CDA to develop 167 residential, 18 commercial plots on Lope 
Road at Bayazid Bostami 

DPP estimates the project will cost Tk 357cr 

13 acres of land for its implementation have already been chosen

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7 


