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In conversation with Ma
CEO of STS Grou

nas Singh,

Glenrich International School is preparing students to develop skills that will
become globally applicable in the future

NABIHA NOHA

The Daily Star (TDS): The STS Group has
decided to launch a new school named
“Glenrich International School”. Tell us
more about the thought process behind
introducing this new school.

Manas Singh (MS): 20 years ago, with a
vision to start a premium school with an
International Baccalaureate (IB) curricu-
lum, we launched International School
Dhaka (ISD). In 2009, we introduced
DPS STS School (Delhi Public School),
an exceptional Cambridge curriculum
school. Both schools have been highly
successful and are arguably the best
schools in their respective curriculum
categories. Apart from being a top school
from an academic perspective, in today’s
context, there is a need for a school to
prepare students for employability inter-
nationally. Global employability always
remains our primary focus.

The aspirations of parents to have their
children graduate from a quality educa-
tional institute and get employed all over
the world, both in the public and private
sectors, play an essential role in influenc-
ing our thought process. Schools have to
prepare children through holistic devel-
opment. We came up with the concept
of “school of life”, a school that prepares
students for life, and with that ambition,
we launched Glenrich International
School. This concept helps prepare stu-

dents not only for jobs but also develops
their skills such that they become globally
applicable in the future.

TDS:Dhaka has an abundance of Cam-
bridge curriculum schools. Why did you
think of introducing another such school?

MS: Cambridge is a globally accepted
curriculum, which will help students in
global employability in the future.
Every year, more than 13
million students study in
schools in Bangladesh,
but there are only 80-90
Cambridge curriculum
schools. There is a huge
potential to start more
Cambridge curriculum
schools. Our experience
of running a successful
school also tells us that
Cambridge is the way to
move forward.

TDS:What are your thoughts
about the Bangladesh education sec-

tor? Does it have the potential to grow
further?

MS: Almost a million students take higher
secondary exams every year in Bangla-
desh, and that number is growing grad-
ually. Moreover, 50,000 students move
abroad to study at different universities.
With these numbers in place, both from
an economic and academic standpoint, I

think there is a massive opportunity for
Bangladesh's education sector to embrace
the growth potential. I also believe that
there is scope for many new schools to
come up.

TDS:On the cusp of digitalisation, how
do you see the education sector embrac-
ing technological advancement?

MS: If you have to prepare students
for tomorrow, you have to run
schools accordingly. Tech-
nology is the backbone of
any school that aspires
to prepare students for
the future. Most schools
follow the traditional
teaching method of
using a blackboard or
whiteboard. Nowadays,
studies are moving from
just chalk and talk, to
more visual mediums. The
technology that we follow at
Glenrich International School is digital
board-based studies. Although expensive,
it creates fantastic experiences for stu-
dents, and this concept is widely accepted
in top schools across the world. We also
use the Google Classroom platform,
where much collaborative work can be
done. Additionally, we have introduced
an app-based system, ERP, through which
parents can see their children’s progress
and pay the tuition fees.

TDS:Tell us more about Glenrich Interna-
tional School.

MS: Glenrich is spread across 2.3 acres in
Satarkul, Sunvalley. We have more than
80 classrooms and over 20 labs. We have
state-of-the-art infrastructure, and some of
them are being introduced in Bangladesh
for the first time, such as the skating rink
and indoor gymnasium. We also have an
amphitheatre in our library and created
a planetarium where students can sit in a
circle and watch videos.

Apart from these facilities, we have a
parent experience zone for when par-
ents come to pick up and drop off their
children. Furthermore, we are planning
to hire the best teachers from Bangladesh
and 10-15 percent of teachers are going
to be expatriates from other countries.
Glenrich is also known for the top USPs
(unique selling propositions) that we are
introducing. For example, we are intro-
ducing robotics as a regular subject. We
also provide certified music programmes
by the ABRSM board of the Royal Schools
of Music in London and language pro-
grammes accredited by Alliance Francaise.
We are introducing the French Language
as a regular subject from grade one so that
children can speak French fluently within
three to four years. Lastly, we are introduc-
ing a company called MathBuddy, where
Math will be taught in a technology-based
manner.

ISD students stage “A Christmas Carol: A School Remix”

International School Dhaka (ISD) recently organised a
series of drama shows on “A Christmas Carol: A School
Remix”, Set in the modality of theatre, these shows took

place at ISD’s campus auditorium on December 14,
2022, and were performed by ISD students.

The musical play “A Christmas Carol: A
School Remix” is a school version of the
original “A Christmas Carol” by Charles
Dickens. Created by the Creative Prima-
ry Literacy Group of the UK, the play
tells the tale of an old and mean head of
school, Ivy Loops, who runs a dark and
miserable school. In this school, the
teachers are underpaid and overworked,
and the students are not allowed to
smile or have fun.

Regarding the event, Jay Paguyo, the
director of the play, and primary school
Drama teacher at ISD said, “This is a

very significant experience for students
not just to perform on stage but more
importantly that they understand the
real meaning of sharing and kindness to
others as the message of the story. We
hope we can build a culture of perform-
ing with a purpose so it becomes rele-
vant to the lives of the students and to
the audiences as well. The students had
so much fun learning how to perform
on stage, hence, their social skills were
challenged and they definitely showed
a lot of teamwork and problem-solving
skills.”




