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What’s so great about English
education anyway?
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at all levels of education was taken at a
sentimental point in the history of our
country. However, two things acted
against the realisation of the objective
of this decision: 1) the tumultuous
situation in educational institutions
resulting in a total lack of quality
education and 2) the absence of any
government programme to have
textbooks and other related books
translated or composed in Bangla.

By the time our education system
gained some normalcy, a culture
of mediocrity had come into being
within the school system. In addition
to a grave loss in the quality of
education in general, a lamentable
quality of English education became
a matter of the greatest concern
for the dominating social class. The
intelligentsia, instead of looking for
ways o circumvent the problem, ".

started blaming the government - ' ‘
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Despite remarkable economic growth
in Bangladesh, the allocation for
education in terms of percentage of
GDP is low compared to most other
countries in the region and globally.
And one of the most overlooked
problems is that we overspend on
English education and under-spend
on Bangla and STEM subjects.

There has rarely been any serious
discussion about our education sector
from an economic approach. What
are the economic costs of English
education? And what are its economic
benefits? There is a pressing need to
compare the two.

We have reasons to believe that
neither the costs, nor the benefits,
of English education are properly
assessed. The Dbenefits are also
artificially exaggerated by a) the

for the decision of making Bangla
mandatory.

This led to the proliferation of
English-medium schools, leading to
the commercialisation of education,
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government’s uncritical prescription
and implementation of English as a
compulsory subject from Classes 1 to
12. Globalisation has also created a
strong perception that English and
economic development are positively
correlated.

The decision to implement Bangla

Which path do we want to be on?

sectors and sub-sectors. Hence, costs
and benefits of an English education
should be estimated in terms of
“segmented” markets.

We have identified the various
segmented markets for English in
Bangladesh and the “level” of English

their working life, let alone for life
in general. The individual needs and
aspirations of students should be the
primary driving force to help them
gain skills necessary for them.

The education system may focus
on a minimum level of performance

in administration or working as a
primary school teacher. And finally,
“specialised” training in English is
required when becoming a specialist
professional (in medicine, engineering,
science, etc); working in the ICT sector;
working in international trade and

curriculum. Public and private sectors
should also act together to collect
and analyse data and information on
the costs and benefits of acquiring an
above-basic level of English education
when working wunder different
segments of the economy.

foreign influence in the training of
English teachers and a spread of
specific pedagogical models. What is
more tragic is that the government
itself joined the bandwagon by
introducing the English version of
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history in a way, transitioning the
baton of political engagement from
the older generation to the youth.

Yet, both elections failed in
respecting democratic standards.
Blame can be attributed to both
major parties, but the fact remains
that 2014 saw a voter turnout of less
than 40 percent, with more than
50 percent of MPs being elected
uncontested.

On the other hand, 2018 was
a debacle of another kind. The

on the economic front, is that it
moulds a serious deficit of public
trust towards the government and
its institutions. Given that the Al
has been in power since 2009, and
in admitting that Sheikh Hasina’s
tenure has been a game-changer
in setting a policy tone for tangible
investments in infrastructure, the
liability of engineering a disengaged
voting base (within the purview of
an infant democracy in decline),
must also be attributed towards the

2023 general elections. Both the
Awami League and the BNP should
recalibrate their political focus away
from events of the yesteryears, and
drive forward alternative policy
visions for the country. One has
doubts over whether these parties

itself of the array of sociopolitical
reasons referenced by Bangabandhu
and the Awami League in seeking
independence from the Pakistani
military architecture to understand
why being a democracy is a
quintessential component of the
very idea of Bangladesh.

An increasingly hardline Awami
League has aggressively leveraged
its regulatory regimes, including
the DSA, to suppress individual
and collective forms of political

intention of consolidating power
and preserving the dwindling
legitimacy of the state.

Given the extensive use of rigid
digital security rules to selectively
suppress dissent, it is not a
stretch to contend that Dhaka

The Bangladeshi public deserves
to vote in free, fair and credible
elections — and it is the moral and
constitutional duty, predominantly
of the ruling party, to facilitate
this. Otherwise, for the third time
in a row, Bangladeshis will be
denied the chance to exercise their
voting rights, and the country’s
liberal democratic aspirations
will be overshadowed by a natural
transition towards an alarming
brand of digital authoritarianism.
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