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the president and general
secretary respectively of the
Crime Reporters Association
of  Bangladesh  (CRAB)
yesterday for one year.
Mizanur Rahman of
Somoynews.net was elected
CRAB vice president.
Tamal secured 152 votes
while his rival Abul Khayer
got 114 votes. Mamunur
bagged 157 votes while his
rival Sirajul Islam got 110
votes. Rudro Mizan was
elected joint secretary.
Other office bearers
include Finance Secretary
Emdadul Hoque Khan,
Organising Secretary
Anowar Hoque Bakul,
Publicity and Publication
Secretary SM Foyez, Office
Secretary Kamal Hossain
Talukder  (uncontested),
Training and ICT Secretary
Ismail Hossain Imu
(uncontested), Sports and
Cultural Secretary Md Abu
Jafar, Welfare Secretary
Wasim Siddique, and Int’l
Secretary Tanvir Hasan.
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Arefin and previous DC Md
Moniruzzaman Talukder

and Dumuria’s UNO Sharif
Ahik Rahman appeared
before the HC bench and
offered unconditional
apology for not complying
with its earlier directives
for evicting illegal brick
kilns from the rivers, writ
petitioner’s lawyer Manzill
Murshid told The Daily
Star.

Advocate Sazzad-ul-
Islam, lawyer for the DC
and UNO, could not be
reached for his comments
on this issue.

In response (o a petition,

the HC on February 25,2021
ordered the authorities to
maintain status quo on
land grabbing, earth filling
and operating brick kilns on
the land of the Bhadra and
Hori rivers and also issued a
rule asking the authorities
concerned to explain why
their inaction to stop such
activities should not be

declared illegal.

The petitioner  said
lawmaker of Khulna 5
(Dumuria-Phultola)
Narayan Chandra
Chanda, also a former
fisheries and livestock

minister, Dumuria upazila
Chairman Ajaz Ahmed,

local union  parishad
Chairman Human Kabir
Bulu and many others
were reportedly involved in
the acts of land grabbing
and operating brick kilns
on river land, which was
obstructing the flow of the
rivers.

The rights body submitted
the petition following a
report run by The Daily Star
on February 12, 2021 under
the headline “Brick Kilns in
Khulna’s Dumuria: United

they kill rivers”.
Deputy Attorney
General Tushar Kant

Roy represented the state
during hearing yesterday.

Star photo prompts action
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estate officer of DSCC.

He said a large
dilapidated  ship  was
docked on the bank of
Buriganga river along

with several others, while
workers were dismantling
the vessels. Even though

there are some designated
dockyards for ship-
breaking in the city, some

contractors do the job
elsewhere illegally.
Estate  Officer Md

Muniruzzaman, who led
the drive, said different
parts of the ships, scattered

on the spot, were being sold
through biddings.

“They [two owners] also
gave us in writing that
they will vacate the place
within two days,” he said,
adding that the owners
also promised to move the
large ship elsewhere.
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knowledge. Then it would
be repayment of the blood
debt of the father of the
nation,” she added.

Closing 265
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“But there is a need for a
clear explanation from the
government as to whether
these holidays reserved for
special circumstances can
be used for such events or
not,” it stated.

Iftekharuzzaman  also
mentioned that it is a given
that closing of 265 schools
and collection of Tk 500
for buying gifts could not
be done without the active
cooperation of the district
and upazila education
officials.

The organisation also
demanded an explanation
from the government for
the whole incident.

Second death
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(2009), “1971 American
Gopon Potro” (2006), and
“American Nothigulite
Mujib Hotya” (2013).

He also conducted a
comprehensive study on
“the genesis philosophy
of the first Constitution”
and various aspects of the
Liberation War.

Marking the first death
anniversary, Mizanur
Rahman Khan  Smriti
Sangsad and his family
have chalked up various
programmes.

HC stays trial
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performances come from
a rich, long tradition, and
she has the constitutional
right to freedom of
expression, Rita’s lawyer
Abdullah Al Noman told
The Daily Star.

Deputy Attorney
General Kamrul Ahsan
Khan opposed the
petition during its hearing
yesterday.

According to the case
documents, Rita was
performing a “Pala Gaan”
with fellow artiste Shah
Alam Sarkar. As part of
the performance, the
topic being debated was
“Living Beings versus the
Greatest”.

The programme was
held on the night of
December 10, 2019 at the
residence of one Shahjahan
Kabir in Tangail’s Kalihati
upazila.

Shahjahan and one Md
Igbal Hossain, who were
accused in the case, had
uploaded Rita’s songs to
their YouTube channels,
the case documents further
said.

Another video also
surfaced in which Rita,
along with  her wo
daughters, was shown
apologising for the matter
that day.

On February 2, 2020,
one Imrul Hasan, a lawyer,
filed the case with Dhaka
Cyber Tribunal against Rita
under the Digital Security
Act.

The tribunal on October
25 last year framed charges
against Rita, Shahjahan
and Igbal.
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