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Ever since the concrete bridge over Bhulli river was damaged, a makeshift bamboo bridge is the only option 
for nearby people to move between Nilphamari and Dinajpur. No heavy vehicle can use it for obvious reasons, 
and those who walk or bike across often fall off the unstable structure. This photo was taken recently.

A flimsy bamboo bridge 
connects two districts

Concrete bridge remains unrepaired for five years

EAM ASADUZZAMAN

In 1997-98 fiscal, a bridge was 
constructed over Bhulli river, 
connecting Nilphamari and 
Dinajpur. However, over half of the 
concrete structure washed away into 
the river following a flood in 2017.

Since then, locals are commuting 
on a narrow, makeshift bamboo 
bridge risking their lives, as the 
damaged concrete bridge hasn’t 
been repaired even after five years.

Few months ago, a motorcyclist 
succumbed to his injuries after 
falling into the river while crossing 
the bamboo structure.

Only pedestrians and light 
vehicles can use the makeshift 
bridge, constructed beside the 
concrete one. Heavy vehicles have to 
travel an additional five kilometres 
to reach the other side, taking an 

alternative route.
Prosanto Kumar Roy, chairman 

of Nilphamari’s Khokshabari union 
parishad, said it is baffling that 
two vital northern districts are 
connected just by a narrow bamboo 
bridge. “How long does it take to 
repair a small concrete bridge?”

Visiting the area yesterday, this 
correspondent noticed that five 
educational institutions are situated 
on both ends of the bridge, where 
around 4,000 students in total study.

Headmaster of Nilphamari’s 
Kukrardanga High School Md 
Mahatabuddin said, “Several 
hundred students of nearby villages 
in Dinajpur come to our school 
by crossing the narrow bamboo 
bridge. Many have fallen into the 
river over the years and had to 
be rescued by locals. A serious 
accident can happen any time.”

Altaf Hossain (45), a farmer of 
Paschim Basuli village, said, “Like 
me, many farmers of the bridge’s 
west end have crops on the east 
side. In absence of a permanent 
bridge, we face immense trouble to 
carry harvested crops.”

Monaganj Abdul Alim (55), a 
grocer of Nilphamari, said he buys 
goods for his shop from Dinajpur 
and has to pay more to bring them 
back to Nilphamari through an 
alternative route.

Local Government Engineering 
Department (LGED) of Khansama 
upazila are the custodians of the 
damaged bridge.

Contacted, LGED’s Khansama 
upazila engineer Shah Obaidur 
Rahman said, “We’ve already sent a 
project proposal to construct a new 
concrete bridge over Bhulli river, 
which is waiting for approval.”
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‘Take best 
interest of 
children into 
account’
Say speakers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Abusive behaviour towards 
children can encourage 
them to get involved in 
crimes. However, through  
proper application of 
The Children Act and 
the probation system, 
it’s possible to solve this 
issue and rehabilitate the 
children in society.

“It’s the responsibility 
of the state to protect the 
fundamental rights of every 
citizen including children. 
Every child of the society, 
irrespective of caste, sex, 
or religion, has the right 
to enjoy the protection of 
law. The best interest of 
children should be taken 
into consideration in the 
case of their custody and 
guardianship,” said Justice 
Muhammad Imman 
Ali, former judge of the 
Supreme Court’s Appellate 
Division at a discussion on 
Tuesday. 

“Physical punishment 
and humiliation of 
children in educational 
institutions is an offence 
under sections 319 and 
321 of the Penal Code. 
Therefore, children cannot 
be assaulted at school,” 
he added while speaking 
as a key discussant at a 
discussion organised by 
Bangladesh Legal Aid and 
Services Trust (BLAST) at 
the capital’s Bishwa Sahitya 
Kendra, marking 50 years 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 2

City


