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of the constitution.
Presiding over 

the meeting, BLAST 
Chairperson Dr Kamal 
Hossain said the 
contribution of Justice 
Muhammad Imman 
Ali towards upholding 
children’s rights is 
remarkable. 

Neena Goswami, director 
of Ain O Salish Kendra 
(ASK), another leading 
rights organisation, said if 
the age of child marriage is 
increased from 16 to 18, the 
best interest of the children 
will be ensured.

Justice Khatun 

Shapnara from UK shared 
the practices followed 
in the UK legal system 
in dealing with cases 
involving family issues, 
adding that the children’s 
best interest should always 
be prioritised in all cases, 
including family issues.

Justice Maura 
McGowan, a UK judge, 
said, “Justice sector actors 
should always keep in mind 
that they are children, 
not adults. In addition 
to the age of criminality 
of children, the law will 
consider their mental 
state. The punishment 
given to the child should 

be reduced and the 
traditional methods of 
child development should 
be changed.”

MM Mahmudullah, 
additional director at 
the Directorate of Social 
Services, said at present 
there are 72 probation 
officers in Bangladesh, 
which is low compared to 
the requirement. 

At present, there are 
approximately a thousand 
probation cases conducting 
in accordance with the 
existing probation act and 
system. The draft Probation 
Act 2021 is awaiting 
finalisation, he said.

Be more vigilant to prevent
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of Police Week-2023.
Pointing to the BNP, 

she said, “Yes, they can 
wage movement. It is okay. 
It can be done taking the 
people with them. [But] if 
any destructive activity is 
carried out there, all will 
have to take proper action 
against it.”

The PM said Bangladesh 
needs to face different 
problems induced by 
the global crisis, natural 
calamities and man-made 
disasters like arson and 
other destructive activities.

Hasina extended her 
gratitude to the police as 
the force has also made 
contributions to this 
success, particularly in 
fighting the Covid-19 
pandemic.

The PM once again said 
her government formulated 
the Perspective Plan 2021-
2041 and targeted to make 
the country a “Smart 
Bangladesh” by 2041 
through equipping people 
with technology and latest 
knowledge.

Hasina asked all 
members of Bangladesh 

Police to work sincerely in 
maintaining the law and 
order and finally help fulfil 
the target of building a 
“Smart Bangladesh”. 

Home Minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan and 
Public Security Division 
Senior Secretary Aminul 
Islam Khan spoke on the 
occasion, while Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) 
Chowdhury Abdullah 
Al-Mamun delivered the 
welcome address and 
Additional IGP Kamrul 
Hasan gave vote of 
thanks.

Quantum 
Foundation to 
observe ‘Total 
Fitness Day’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

For the first time, Quantum 
Foundation will observe 
“Total Fitness Day” 
tomorrow, with the view 
to raise public awareness 
about leading a happy and 
healthy life.

It will organise a special 
awareness session at the 
capital’s Jatiya Press Club, 
where they will arrange 
discussions, meditation, 
yoga, and exercise, 
according to a press 
release.

From now on, the 
foundation will observe 
this day on the first Friday 
of January every year. This 
year’s theme is “Healthy 
body and peaceful mind, 
busy happy life”, said the 
release.  

Besides, the foundation 
will organise such 
programmes in open 
spaces in different parts 
of the country. Some 
volunteering organisations 
promoting fitness and 
wellness will also observe 
the day.

JS to go into
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resigned in December 
last year, as part of their 
move to put pressure on 
the government to realise 
their 10-point demand, 
including holding the next 
election under a caretaker 
government.

The last session of 
parliament was prorogued 
on November 6, last year 
having six working days.

According to the 
constitution, there can be 
a maximum of 60 days’ 
gap between the end of a 
session and the beginning 
of the next one.

This is the last year of 
the five-year’s tenure of the 
11th parliament.

Bring attackers
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Para, Joy Chandra Karbari 
Para where they set fire to 
their homes and jhum crops 
in April and September last 
year and again launched an 
arson attack on January 1, 
2023, and even poisoned the 
stream from which people 
of the Mro community 
used to drink water, the 
statement said.

 “A committee formed 
by Bandarban Hill District 
Council regarding the 
attack recommended 
five points including 
cancellation of lease given 
to Lama Rubber Industry. 
But all recommendations 
went unheard,” it read.

They urged the 
government to ensure 
security of Mro villagers 
and punishment to the 
attackers and masterminds 
immediately, along with 
providing compensation to 
the victims.

They also demanded 
that an independent 
committee investigate the 
repeated arson attacks.

The signatories to 
the statement include 
Sultana Kamal, ZI Khan 
Panna, Hameeda Hossain, 
Zafrullah Chowdhury, 
Iftekharuzzaman, Shaheen 
Anam, Sara Hossain, Syeda 
Rizwana Hasan, Khusi 
Kabir, Shahidul Alam, 
Shamsul Huda, Robaet 
Ferdous, Rehnuma Ahmed, 
Asif Nazrul, Nur Khan 
Liton, and Sanjeeb Drong.

Minorities fearing
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implementation of the 
seven-point demand and 
road march programme of 
the minority community 
at a press conference at the 
capital’s Jatiya Press Club 
yesterday.

As the next national 
election approaches, there 
is no visible initiative by 
the ruling Awami League 
to implement the promises 
it made in its election 
manifesto to protect the 
interests and rights of 
minorities, Rana Dasgupta 
said. 

Due to this, since the 

beginning of this year, 
the minority community 
has been conducting the 
movement to implement 
the promises.

“We have conducted 
many programmes for 
these demands. But no 
initiative of the government 
has been observed. Now, 
we have announced a road 
march towards Dhaka from 
remote areas of the country 
on January 6 with the same 
demands,” Rana Dasgupta 
said.

“We are expecting a 
large number of people 
from the minority 

community to participate 
in this and gather at 
Shahbagh on January 7 at 
noon. At 4:00pm, we will 
march to the office of the 
prime minister and submit 
a memorandum to her,” he 
mentioned.

One of the presidents 
of the organisation, Prof 
Nimchandra Bhowmik, 
presidium members 
Kajal Debnath and 
Subrata Chowdhury, and 
joint general secretary 
Manindra Kumar Nath 
were present at the press 
conference.
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The Prime Bank 
Foundation, a non-profit 
philanthropic initiative of 
Prime Bank Limited, is set 
to build an international 
standard 500-bed hospital 
at a cost Tk 700 crore in 
Dhaka Ashulia.

Prime Bank Foundation 
Chairman Azam J 
Chowdhury told journalists 
yesterday, following the 
signing a memorandum of 

understanding with Ehsan 
Khan Architects Limited 
for setting up a state-of-
the-art medical facility.

The facility includes 
a 500-bed hospital with 
world-class services for 
primary and tertiary care, a 
residential compound, and 
education facilities for the 
future doctors and nurses.

L o n d o n - b a s e d 
International Hospitals 
Group (IHG) conducted 
the feasibility study for 

the project, which is 
expected to be financed by 
international financiers, 
according to the organisers.

At the event, Tanjil 
Chowdhury, chairman of 
Prime Bank, and Ehsan 
Khan, managing director 
of EK Architects Ltd, were 
present among others.

This 500-bed hospital 
will be built on 17 acres of 
land, while 16 bigha will be 
used for dormitories and 
other facilities, he said.

Prime Bank Foundation to 
build 500-bed hospital

City

Toughest
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[guardians] failed to protest 
against his disgraceful acts, 
the students did it. And 
now that they have, we’ve 
got a chance to address 
this.”

Alauddin was 
temporarily suspended on 
Tuesday. 

Earlier on Sunday, he 
was transferred to South 
Patenga High School, said 
Lutfun Nahar, CCC’s chief 
education officer.

Earlier on that day, 
the school’s students and 
their guardians kept him 
confined at his room for 
around three hours. They 
also formed a human chain 
in front of the school gate 
demanding removal of the 
headteacher.

Later, Alauddin was 
compelled to leave the 
school in police protection, 
said witnesses.

Talking to journalists, 
the teacher, however, 
denied the allegations and 
said a vested quarter who 
was trying to get students 
admitted illegally to the 
school has conspired 
against him after his denial 
to comply.

A probe body was 
formed by Chattogram City 
Corporation authorities on 
Monday to investigate the 
incident.


