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of Bangabandhu Bhaban at 
Dhanmondi at 8:00am.

The founding anniversary 
will also be observed at DU 
Curzon Hall at 8:30am.

Distribution of the winter 
clothes among the destitute 
will be held at 3:00pm and 
the founding anniversary 
rally will be brought out at 
2:30pm on January 6.

Besides, BCL has taken 
year-long programmes 
marking the anniversary.

Accused lands
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According to the charge 
sheet, 84 persons were 
made witnesses in the case, 
and out of them, only three 
have testified so far.

On July 24, 2003, Jamal 
Uddin was abducted while he 
was going to his Chandgaon 
residence in Chattogram 
from his office at the capital’s 
Chawkbazar area. 

After receiving a 
complaint from Jamal’s 

family, police arrested Md 
Shahid, a union parishad 
member of Anwara Sadar. 
Later, as per the statement 
of Shahid, police recovered 
the remains of Jamal Uddin 
on August 24, 2005 from a 
hilly area of Chattogram’s 
Fatikchhari upazila.

At present, one accused 
is behind bars while six are 
on bail. Two of the accused 
have died and the rest are 
absconding.

1,935 people
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Due to non-
implementation of the 
accord, the human rights 
situation along with the 
national existence of the 
Jumma people has taken 
an alarming shape, said 
PCJSS.

Protect Mro community
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if the authorities do not take 
any legal actions against 
the accused immediately, 
then such incidents will 
continue. They demanded 
rehabilitation of the Mro 
community.

Meanwhile, CHTC 
called for effective action 
to ensure justice, safety, 
and human rights of the 
victims.

In a statement, it said 
they are grimly disturbed 

as “Lama Rubber Industries 
Limited has perpetrated 
another arson attack 
upon the Mro indigenous 
community. We call upon 
the government to act 
effectively to ensure justice, 
safety, and human rights of 
the Mro community.”

Human Rights Forum 
Bangladesh also demanded 
that a probe committee 
be formed and attackers 
be punished through a 
proper investigation. They 

also termed these attacks a 
violation of human rights.

The three organisations 
mentioned that the 
existing culture of 
impunity encourages these 
perpetrators to continue 
such repeated attacks on 
the indigenous people.

They also demanded 
that the government 
provide immediate food 
support and shelter for the 
victims and ensure their 
safety.

The north shivers in cold
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“We are facing unbearable 
cold. But we, the poor 
people, don’t have enough 
warm clothes. We are 
passing hard days,” said 
Khaleda Bewa, 60, from 
Bongram village in 
Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila.

“We have to keep 
ourselves warm by burning 
straw at night. It will be 
very helpful for us if the 
government provides 
us with warm clothes,” 
said Azizul Islam, 50, a 
day labourer from Char 
Montola area in Kurigram’s 
Chilmari upazila.

Meanwhile, authorities 
of Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman Aviation 
and Aerospace University 
yesterday distributed 

blankets among 700 
cold-hit people on the 
university’s Lalmonirhat 
campus.

In Moulvibazar, many 
tourists were forced to stay 
in hotels as cold gripped 
the area.

“We have come from 
Bogura to visit Sreemangal. 
I have a child and elderly 
parents with me. That’s 
why, we couldn’t go out of 
our hotel room due to the 
cold weather,” said Sajjadur 
Rahman.

Vehicular movement 
also remained slow after 
evening due to dense fog. 

[Our correspondents 
from Lalmonirhat and 
Moulvibazar contributed 
to the report]

Finally free
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property,” the UNO added.
Taimur Islam, chief 

executive of conservation 
organisation Urban Study 
Group, said the authorities 
should restore the building 
to its original design first 
and develop it as a tourist 
spot.

“Apart from Brajo 
Niketan, there are several 
historic structures at 
Kalakopa. The authorities 
should take steps to 
preserve them. After 
doing so, they can declare 
the area as a ‘heritage 
village’,” said Sazzadur 
Rasheed, chairman of the 

architecture department of 
Primeasia University.

“There are more than 
2,000 acres of vested 
property in Nawabganj 
now. These properties 
include some historic 
structures,” said Assistant 
Commissioner (Land) Md A 
Halim.

“From July to December 
last year, some 35 acres 
of vested property was 
recovered from illegal 
occupants and leased as per 
the law. The government 
collected about Tk 27 lakh 
in revenue from this in the 
last six months,” the official 
added.

Biman to become a ‘smart airline’
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topmost to the lowest level, 
he said.

He said that Biman 
would operate this year’s 
Hajj flights using its own 
aircraft.

Azim said currently 
Biman successfully 
conducts “C-check” and 
saves USD 2 million per 
check, which is an extensive 
examination of individual 
systems and components 
for serviceability and 
functioning of an aircraft.

Recently, Biman saved 
a total of Tk 20 crore as 
it successfully conducted 
C-check on a total of five 
Boeing 787-9 Dreamliner 
aircraft at Biman’s hangar 

in the Dhaka airport.
Besides, Azim said 

Biman would introduce 
online feedback services 
for passengers and take 
all necessary measures to 
maintain flight schedule.

He said efforts have been 
taken to make the airline 
more passenger-friendly 
and to facilitate more 
digital services through 
websites for ticketing.

“We are planning to 
increase capacity of our 
24-hour call centres to 
get complaints of the 
passengers promptly,” he 
added.

Azim said Biman made 
a profit of Tk 436 crore 
in the 2021-22 fiscal year 

while it achieved 77 percent 
load capacity, surpassing 
the target of 74 percent, 
by carrying 2.8 million 
passengers last year.

The current Biman’s 
fleet contains 21 aircraft, 
including 18 of their 
own, and operates to 20 
international destinations.
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Wahidul, also an aviation 
expert and editor of the 
Weekly Monitor, said 
the current board of 
independent directors 
reiterated its commitment 
to revive the airline’s 
operations as soon as 
possible while complying 
with the existing rules and 
regulations of the country.

Board of directors Prof 
M Sadiqul Islam, Prof Md 
Maksudur Rahman Sarker, 
Prof Md Badruzzaman 
Bhuiyan, Mohammed 
Shah Newaz, Syed Ershad 
Ahmed, and Managing 
Director ATM Nazrul 
Islam were present at the 
meeting.

On November 10, 2022, 
Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina gave instructions to 
the respective authorities 
to waive the huge amounts 

of surcharge the airline 
owes to the CAAB, creating 
a ray of hope for reviving 
the airlines.

The PM came up with 
this instruction while 
Prof Shibli Rubayat-Ul-
Islam, chairman of the 
Bangladesh Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
(BSEC), called on her at the 
latter’s office. 

Contacted, United 
Airways MD ATM Nazrul 
Islam said the main 
obstacle behind reviving 
the airline is that CAAB 
would get huge amounts 
of money from the airline 
as surcharge while the 
principal amount is around 
Tk 60 crore.

The remaining Tk 
292.81 crore was counted 
as a surcharge at an 
annual rate of 72 per cent. 
The debt is swelling every 

year due to the compound 
surcharge method. The 
BSEC said the airline 
cannot pay the debt as it 
currently has nothing but 
a few unusable aircraft.

Established in 2005, 
the company was listed 
on the Dhaka Stock 
Exchange in 2010. In 
February 2016, it ceased 
flight operations without 
any announcement amid 
mounting losses due to 
massive irregularities and 
corruption by its directors.

To revive the airline, 
the BSEC took a series of 
measures. Its board was 
restructured on February 
28, 2021, and eight 
independent directors were 
appointed on March 4 that 
year.

 Kazi Wahidul Alam was 
appointed as its chairman 
during this time. 


