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Two cousins die in 
Habiganj road crash
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

Two cousins were killed as a covered-van hit their 
motorcycle in Madhabpur upazila of Habiganj on 
Tuesday night.

The accident took place on Dhaka-Sylhet 
highway in Muktijoddha Chattar area around 
11:30pm.

The deceased were identified as Sohag Mia, 17, 
son of Aftab Hossain, and his cousin Shubo Mia, 
18, son of Imam Hossain from the upazila.

Shayestaganj Highway Police Station Officer-in-
Charge Mainul Islam Bhuiyan and locals told The 
Daily Star that after Sohag and Shubo reached 
Muktijoddha Chattar, a Dhaka-bound covered-
van from Sylhet ran over the motorcycle.

Locals took them to Madhabpur Upazila Health 
Complex where they were declared dead.

How can a civilian 
sell govt land?
BCL leader builds building on 
govt land; commuters suffer 
as road gets narrow
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

The Water Development Board (WDB) owns a small piece 
of land by a flood-control embankment at Charmontaj 
Bazar area in Patuakhali’s Rangabali upazila.

However, Wahid Khan Raj, deputy public education 
affairs secretary of Bangladesh Chhatra League’s (BCL) 
central committee, and his brother Charmontaj Union 
Swechchhasebak League President Shahidul Khan are 
jointly constructing a five-storey building on this land.

Two floors of the building have already been completed. 
Meanwhile, many workers are working round the clock to 
finish the rest.

Sohrab Hossain, chief mason of the building, said the 
foundation of the building is for five floors. 

Locals said the construction of the building started 
last year on the east side of Charmontaj Bazar, which is 
already a narrow strip.

They also said the space in this busy place has 
shrunk further due to the 
construction. 

However, none of them 
wanted to come on record, 
fearing repercussions from 
the BCL leader and his 
brother.

Due to the structure, 
vehicles and motorcycles 
cannot pass freely, and this 
as led to long tailbacks.

Contacted, Raj said, 
“I have bought this land 
legally from a man named 
Jewel Matubbar.”

“However, Jewel took the 
money but did not complete the deed. It is expected that 
he will hand it over within a day or two,” he added. 

Contacted, Jewel Matubbar, who allegedly sold this 
government land, said, “I sold two decimals of the land 
to Raj and Shahidul Khan and received a total of Tk 3.5 
crore.”

“The land deed has not been handed over yet. But it will 
be completed within a day or two,” he added.

However, he did not give any clear answer on how he 
could sell a government property.

Rangabali Upazila Assistant Commissioner (Land) 
Mohammad Salek Muhid, said, “We will take action after 
an inquiry.”

Contacted, Kalapara WDB Executive Engineer Arif 
Hossain, said, “There is no opportunity to construct 
buildings by occupying the WDB’s land.”

“We were not aware of this. We will send a monitoring 
officer there soon and take necessary measures,” he added. 

Locals said the 
space in this busy 
place has shrunk 

further due to the 
construction. But 

no one wanted 
to come on 

record, fearing 
repercussions from 
the BCL leader and 

his brother.

In June 2019, Bagerhat municipality 
authority started constructing 
a dumping station, at a cost of 

Tk 10 crore, but the work hasn’t 
progressed that much. Apart from 

the land acquisition, no visible 
work has been done in the last three 

and a half years. Meanwhile, the 
environment is being polluted.

Municipality itself piles 
up waste in open space

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bagerhat

In absence of a designated dumping 
station, the Bagerhat municipality 
authority has been dumping 
tonnes of waste in the open space at 
Majhidanga area, creating serious 
environment pollution and posing 
health risk for the townspeople.

Due to the unplanned waste 
dumping, residents of the area are 
the worst sufferers.

Locals said the accumulated pile 
of garbage has been causing severe 
environmental pollution in the 
area.

Moreover, the townspeople have 
been suffering immensely due to 
the stench coming out from the 

heap of the garbage. 
In June, 2019, the municipality 

authority started constructing 
a dumping station, at a cost of 
Tk 10 crore, but the work hasn’t 
progressed that much.

Apart from the land acquisition, 
no visible work has been done in the 
last three and a half years. 

In the meantime, the 
environment is being polluted 
continuously due to the increasing 
amount of household and industrial 
wastes dumped throughout all 
these years.

While visiting the place recently, 
this correspondent experienced 
unbearable foul odour emanating 
from the pile of garbage, brought 

from different areas of the 
municipality.

Many pedestrians were seen 
crossing the dumping spot holding 
their noses. 

Local Jalil Sheikh said it has 
become very difficult for them to 
live there due to the bad odour.

During rain, the heap of 
garbage spreads on the road, and 
pedestrians are forced to move by 
stepping over the waste, said Sadia 
Akhter, a student.

Bagerhat Department of 
Environment (DoE) Deputy Director 
Kamruzzaman Sarkar said it’s the 
responsibility of the municipality 
authority to ensure proper garbage-

Although city authorities are primarily responsible for garbage management,  Bagerhat dwellers 
have no one to complain to as their municipality authority itself dumps tonnes of waste in an open 
space,  polluting the environment and jeopardising  citizens’ health. This photo was taken recently 
from Bagerhat town’s Majhidanga area. PHOTO: STAR
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BANGABANDHU BRIDGE

Dense fog leads to 
traffic congestion
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Tangail

The vehicular movement on Bangabandhu bridge 
was hampered in the early hours of yesterday, due 
to poor visibility caused by dense fog, creating 
traffic congestion on both the link roads.

As a result, passengers and transport workers 
faced immense suffering for several hours.

According to Traffic Control Room sources of 
Bangabandhu Bridge and police, the traffic was 
hampered from 1:00am due to poor visibility 
beyond 40 metres. At 3:00am, the authorities 
restricted traffic on the bridge to avoid accidents 
as the situation got worse.

This caused long tailbacks at both ends of 
the bridge in Tangail and Sirajganj. The vehicles 
started plying after fog began to go disperse from 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4


