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The Daily Star (TDS): What changes 
will the MRT-6 bring to urban living 
experience?

Adil Mohammed Khan (ADM): After the 
launching of MRT-6, a new feather has 
been added to our transportation system 
in one of the major corridors of Dhaka -- 
Uttara to Agargaon. However, it is highly 
unlikely that the partial opening of 
MRT6 will bring major changes to overall 
living experience of Dhaka dwellers. 
Basically, a change in transport behavior 
will come for those who are living in that 
particular area. 

This is just the beginning of a mega 
project under which another five lines 
will be added to different corridors of 
Dhaka city. Only then we can say people 
have metro rail centric transportation 
when the project successfully completes. 
But it will take time.

However, the ripple effect of the MRT 
will be huge. Due to the metro rail, a 
change has occurred in the land use 
from Uttara to Agargaon. For example, 
the lands in Uttara sector 18 rapidly 
developed in terms of plot development 
and real states due to being one of the 
earliest metro corridors. 

It is a common nature of urban 
development that linear developments 
occur when a transport system 
develops in a certain area. As a part of 
this, the commercial nature has also 
changed from Mirpur to Uttara. Higher 
commercial activities have started. The 
high order services have replaced the 
low order services. One such example is 
gradual increase of big brand’s shop in 
that particular zone which has impact 
on small scale business. However, the 
change in lower order to higher order 
is an economic change which may not 
explain only positivity always. 

TDS: How are you perceiving the change 
as an urban planner?

ADM: On one hand, it is true that the 
city’s economy will grow over time. On 
the other, it is also the responsibility of 
the state to protect the rights of middle 
and lower-income class and business. 
If above mentioned changes happen in 
any area and the state has no control 
over it, in academic language we call it 
gentrification.

One simple example of gentrification 
could be when relatively marginal 
economic activities or housing gradually 
get replaced by higher order; due to rise 
in land value and economic activities. 
The number of lower and middle-income 
people is quite significant in certain 
areas of Mirpur such as Shewrapara 
or Kazipara. It will be seen that in long 
run, high order residential and real 

states development will take place due to 
metro rail. This will replace the lower and 
middle class from there. It is one of the 
major obstacles of metro rail’s success. 

Theoretically, it is being predicted that 
everyone will use metro rail. However, 
globally wealthy people don’t use metro 
rail due to its factor of multimodal 
system. Even though in some countries 
people are being forced to use metro rail 
by enforcing strict policy and regulation. 
But in Bangladesh, it is hardly possible 
because of its poor record of policy 
implementation. 

One of the main objectives of metro 
rail is to ensure easy connectivity for 
people from middle and lower-income 
class. If we cannot keep them near 
metro rail then the expected number of 
riders may fall. The government must 
ensure the presence of middle and lower-
income people near metro rail station 
areas through controlling land use. It is 
not possible without strict planning and 
governance. If government leaves this on 
market, it will gentrify every order from 
business to housing. The government 
should monitor the land use strictly, 
however, the fear lies with the weak 
regulation of Bangladesh. If the targeted 
population of the metro rail project 
shifts from the corridor areas because of 
gentrification, it will be hard to raise the 
investment.

TDS: What the government should do to 
make the project passenger-friendly?

ADM: The first challenge will be 
managing the station centric population. 
There will be two types of loads; one is 
people to ride on the rail and the other 
is people going down from the rail. 
There is a need of proper planning of 
the station and surrounding areas to 

manage the rider flow and ensuring 
different mode of transport to divert 
the flow from the station to different 
destinations. 

The transit radius including 
station and surrounding areas 
must be developed keeping in mind 
about ensuring small and middle 
scale business, and affordable 
housing through Transit Oriented 
Development (TOD) plan. Without 
affordable housing and business 
prospects in transit area, smooth 
movement of a passenger from origin 
to final destination may be hampered.   

Surrounding areas of stations 
from Uttara to Agargaon is already 
crowded. The load of passenger 
will create additional pressure after 
the metro rail starts functioning. 

We are yet to build the multimodal 
integration system in the station areas 
to ensure hassle free movement of 
people to different destination from 
the stations. The rider may reach one 
location to another within a short 
period of time by using metro rail but 
due to lack of multimodal system, 
congestion will occur. For that, the 
people will not be able to enjoy the 
advantage of metro rail full-fledged.

Considering the reality of the 
Dhaka city, it will not be possible to 
redevelop the entire area. But there 
is scope to work on low-impact 
development such as walking alleys, 
relocating the rickshaws, CNGs and 
other similar transportation station in 
a standard walking distance from the 
station and ensuring monetisation of 
small vehicle mobilasation to avoid 
traffic in landing areas of the station. 
Such low impact plans need to be 
implemented as soon as possible. For 
long-term, the government can plan 
for limited re-development. 

Plan to manage the station centric 
population though such low-impact 
development should be taken along 
with the station. It would be great if 
the transit station plan and metro rail 
plan can be done simultaneously. 

What concerns us is such designs 
of big projects are usually leaded by 
foreign consultant. Some design may 
not suit us since their economic and 
societal reality varies from ours. It 
would be more effective if the TOD 
plan is done by local architects, 
engineers. Because the plan should be 
done by including metro rail corridor 
based middle and lower class in 

those particular areas so that much 
resettlement doesn’t happen. 

The metro rail will create a speedy 
connectivity and network for residents 
in the important corridors of Dhaka 
city. People will be able to reach one 
location to other faster. If we cannot 
implement the multimodal system, 
it wouldn’t be possible to achieve the 
benefits of metro rail. 

TDS: How much consistent is the 
Detailed Area Plan (DAP) with the 
Dhaka Metro Rail Project?

ADM: DAP claimed that high 
investment projects like metro 
rail wouldn’t be financially viable. 
Moreover, it is mentioned that only 
15 to 20 percent of our total targeted 
population will use the metro rail, 
even if all the line of MRT starts 
operating. Rest of the population will 
use the other mode of transportation. 
Unfortunately, it hasn’t provided 
pin-pointed proposal which analyzes 
possible alternatives. 

It is like one government authority 
has assimilated other government 
authority’s plan. Instead of 
incorporation, DAP should have given 
a detailed alternative direction.

DAP’s points should be considered 
in the RSTP’s ongoing revision by 
Dhaka Transport Coordination 
Authority (DTCA). The DTCA should 
do realistic revision focusing on 
alternative solutions and finding out 
how many MRT lines are essential and 
financially viable at this moment. 
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“If we cannot keep the targeted population 
near metro rail then number of riders may fall”
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Dhaka City’s horizon’s latest 
addition is the Metro Rail. Not 
only the modernization of the 
city’s infrastructure system, it 
also gives a clear message - we are 
proceeding to development as one 
of the most advanced cities that 
shows respect to its citizens. 

After its launch today, the 
Metro Rail Line-6 will start taking 
trips from Uttara Diabari upto 
Agargaon. Once the full line is 
opened, the Metro Rail will reduce 
the travel time between Motijheel 
and Uttara to 40 minutes. 

Ensuring accessibility for 
all people is a key part of the 
government’s thinking and 
planning when designing projects 
such as the Metro Rail. This can 
bring about a positive impact 
on the lifestyles of people with 
disabilities, who have previously 
been restricted to limited 
movement, as the facilities did not 
support their special needs. 

The entrance and ticket 
collection systems are designed to 
be user-friendly towards people 
with disabilities of all kinds. 
Automation is incorporated into 
each step of this process, along 

with voice direction and ease to 
access. 

To add to this, each station 
is equipped with elevators, 
escalators, and restrooms that 
cater towards people with 
disabilities. Even if someone is 
using a wheelchair for moving 
or has partial or full visual 
impairments, he or she can access 
the platform quite easily.

Furthermore, the architectural 
designs have used special kinds 
of Tac Tiles, acquired locally from 
Khadim Ceramics a sister concern 
of Mirpur Ceramics, which were 
first developed in Japan. The tiles 
have bright colors and embossed 
design patterns on them. Bright 
colors help people with partial 
visual impairments to find the 
right direction for lines, ticket 
counters, gates and warnings. 
While people who use white 
canes for moving with full visual 
impairments can find directions 
with the patterns. Tac Tiles can 
have circle (also called blistering 
pattern) or bar type patterns. 
These tiles through the use of 
the patterns, which is similar to 
braille language patterns, can send 
signals where to step and where 
not with the help of the cane or 

even barefoot. The metro rail 
stations have integrated these tiles 
on stairs and elevator pathways. 
Besides, the bar pattern tac tiles 
give bare directions and warnings 
to follow a path or the edge till 
which you can step as footpath.

By using Tac Tiles made of 
ceramic material instead of 
concrete based knock-offs, the 
government has made a long-term 
investment in this infrastructure. 
The patterns on cement-based 
variants of this product erode 
easily and may pose a danger to 
pedestrians in the future, whereas 
the ceramic ones are known to be 
high in quality and long lasting. 
Khadim Ceramics themselves are 
an exporter of these products to 
Singapore.

Another crucial addition is 
that all trains come equipped with 
reserved seats for people with all 
types of disabilities have special 
seats for themselves on the train 
along with senior citizens and 
women. These initiatives ensure 
that the Metro Rail is in-line with 
the quality of public transport 
seen in the most highly developed 
nations across the world.

Metro rail ensures ease of access 
for people with disabilities
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