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A FARMER’S SMILE... Bumper yield of Aman paddy has brought a smile to the face of Barishal farmers. They are now working 10 hours per day
for Tk 600 to harvest the crop. This photo was taken from Barishal yesterday.
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Waste of Tk 13 crore

Mohipur fish station dysfunctional after 1 year of inauguration

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

The government has constructed
a fish-landing station at a cost
of Tk 13 crore in Mohipur area of
Patuakhali’s Kalapara upazila, but
it has not been operational even
after a year of its inauguration.
Local traders said this was due
to lack of space at the landing
station as per the demand and
lack of coordination between the
Bangladesh Fishery Development
Corporation (BFDC) and local
fish traders. As a result, the
government is deprived of at least
Tk 5 crore of revenue annually.
BFDC took the initiative to
construct two fish-landing stations
in Alipur and Mohipur in 2012 for
harvesting, preserving, processing
and marketing fish in an efficient
manner. But it took four years to
acquire the land for the Mohipur
station.In2016, BFDC finally started

construction of the Mohipur fish-
landing station at a cost of Tk 13
crore on 1.10 acres of land.

A platform and gangway for
unloading fish from (rawlers,
auction area of 1,000 square feet,
packaging set, storage room,
ice mill, generator room, office
building, a truck stand of 7,000
square feet for transporting fish
with sewage facilities have been
constructed here.

On September 20, 2021,
Fisheries and Livestock Minister
SM Rezaul Karim inaugurated the
two fish landing centres. However,
while the Alipur station is bustling
with fishermen and wholesalers,
the Mohipur station is still quiet.

There are 82 registered traders
in Mohipur, even though the fish
landing station has a capacity
to host 40 traders. In addition,
the pontoons at the station are
suitable for accommodating 20

trawlers, but there are over 2,000
registered trawlers in Mohipur.
Apart from this, there are 200
wholesalers and 800 workers
listed for the station. So, fish
traders have unanimously decided
to not go to the Mohipur station
and demanded the authorities to
increase the capacity of the place.
Owner of a Mohipur warehouse,
Monir  Hossain, said, “The
station was constructed for the
convenience of our traders, but
now it is of no use. The main reason
for this is that it was not built as
planned. There are hundreds of
registered and unregistered traders
in Mohipur; but the landing station
has a capacity of only 40 people. I
will leave the business if necessary.
Even then [ will not go there.”
Echoing similar sentiments,
Raju Ahmed Raja, general
secretary of Mohipur Fishery
Owners’ Association, said, “If they

(BFDC) had consulted us before
building it, this problem would
not have happened. We will all
go to the landing station once its
capacity is increased.”

Acting manager of Mahipur
BFDC  Shakil Ahmed said,
“Mohipur centre could not be made
operational even in a year, as traders
don’t want to come here. We have
limited space, but there is room
to expand. BFDC authorities have
taken various steps for this. The
government has been deprived of at
least Tk 5 crore of revenue annually
due to stubbornness of fish traders.”

President of Kuakata and Alipur
Fishery Cooperative Samitee Ansar
UddinMollasaid, “Once thelanding
centre becomes operational, all
trawler owners, fishermen, traders,
and wholesalers of Mohipur can be
brought under one roof. This will
greatly reduce the suffering and
problems of the fisheries sector.”

Three-wheeler
stand on Shaheed
Minar premises!

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Some 48 years ago, a Shaheed Minar
was built at Shamsernagar area in
Moulvibazar’s Kamalganj upazila
commemorating those who lost their lives
during the Language Movement in 1952.

Beside it, a Muktijoddha Chattar was
constructed with the names of those who
gave their life during the Liberation War
in 1971. In 2000, a plaque listing the brave
freedom fighters of Shamsernagar area was
also installed at Muktijoddha Chattar.

But due to negligence of the authorities
concerned and a lack of renovation, the
Shaheed Minar and Muktijoddha Chattar
had been lying in a dilapidated state for
over a decade.

So, Moulvibazar Zila Parishad built
a new Shaheed Minar adjacent to the
old one and the Muktijoddha Chattar
was renovated as well. They also vowed
to maintain the sanctity of the place at
any cost. But the vow turned out to be
an empty promise as a three-wheeler
stand has taken over the premise of the
monuments shortly after.

In a recent visit, this correspondent saw
the name plates consisting of the martyred
freedom fighters had been erased by dirt.
Cigarette butts and all sorts of garbage
filled the Shaheed Minar platform.

Rows of three-wheelers were parked on

the premises. Drivers were sitting on the
stairs of Shahheed Minar platform with
their shoes on, undermining its status.
Even worse, the smell of urine was emitting
from all over the place.

Shamshernagar Uttar Bazar CNG
Autorickshaw Drivers Association is the
organisation in-charge of the parking
spot. Contacted, their former president
Mustafa Mia said, “This area is the busiest.
If we park the vehicles on the road, the
traffic jams will increase. So we’re keeping
three wheelers in the empty space inside
the Shaheed Minar.”

“Before a national event, we remove our
vehicles from the premises and clean it on
our own initiative,” he added.

Shahjahan Manik, coordinator of
Shamshernagar  Literary  Association
and lecturer of Suja Memorial College,
expressed his anger over the status quo.

“The local administration doesn’t care
about honouring our martyrs,” he added.

Shamshernagar Union Parishad
chairman Jewel Ahmed said that he did
not know how the auto-rickshaw drivers
managed to build a stand on the premises
of Shaheed Minar.

He demanded immediate removal of
the parking stand.

Zila Parishad authorities declined to
comment on the matter.
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“It is my fortune that I
obtained responsibility of
Awami League and it is the
decision of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina,” he said,
adding that there are 10
more leaders in the party
who have the qualifications
to become the general
secretary.

He further said, “Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina is

our party president. There
is no alternative to her. She

has been the president of
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schools in the district have

remained vacant for long.
As per government

rules, 65 percent of the

headteachersareappointed
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pieces of blankets among
cold-affected people of the
district and is preparing to
send a letter to the ministry
seeking more 114 lakh
blankets.
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Nural Amin claimed to
The Daily Star that he is not
aware of the incident about
beating the journalist.

He denied the allegation

is a record in the world.”

About the 22nd AL
national council, he said it
was held in an orderly and
spontaneous manner.

Earlier, the newly-elected
Awami League Central
Working Committee and
Advisory Council led by
party President Sheikh
Hasina paid tributes to the
Father of the Nation. Hasina
first laid a wreath at the
portrait of Bangabandhu
at Dhanmondi-32.

230 primary

through  promotion of
senior teachers while the
remaining 35 percent are
directly appointed, said the
DPEO.

Cold wave continues

The number of cold-
related patients continues
to increase in the northern
districts making the elderly
people, children and babies
as the worst sufferers, said
doctors at the hospitals
and health complexes.

Journos protest

of threatening the Hindu
community as well.
Hatibandha Police
Station  Officer-in-Charge
Shaha Alam said on Friday
morning they received a
written complaint from the
journalist about the attack.
The Hindu families also
submitted two complaints
about the threat, said
the OC, adding that legal
action will be taken after
investigation.

The organisation also gave
her 10 ducks to rear so
that she can earn some
extra money, Shefali said,
adding that she started her
venture since that day and
never looked back.

Instead of using
pesticides and  other
chemical fertilisers, she

applies light traps and
organic  fertilisers  to
control pest attacks, Shefali
proudly said.

As a result, the
vegetables produced at her
field has a high demand for
its good quality.

Shefali’s husband

only meeting their family
needs, but also earning
extra income by selling the
chemical-free  vegetables
produced at their garden.
Seeing  her  success,
some other homemakers of
the village have also started
vegetable farming and
doing well, Shefali said.
Jewel Hasan, project

manager of NGO
Friendship, said  they
have been distributing

vegetable seeds and ducks
among a total of 360 poor
beneficiaries from different
villages under three unions
of the upazila.

Goal is to save people
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government changes.
Mosharraf said people
thronged  the  recent
divisional rallies of BNP
defying all obstacles. They
sent a message to the
masses that the country’s

“financial and judicial
structure haws been
destroyed”.

“The country has to be
saved, and for this purpose,
those who are in power

should be ousted. The
government destroyed all
the sectors,” he said.

Mosharraf said change
will not happen only for
the sake of change, but a
government will be formed
which will uphold the views
and spirit of people from all
walks of life.

About press freedom, he
said if journalists can enjoy
it properly, democracy will
prevail in the country.

Dope test plan
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OVERWHELMING
DEMAND
Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA) made
dope tests mandatory

for getting a new driving
licence and renewing a
professional driving licence
from January 30.

Government hospitals are
temporarily conducting the
tests, but this arrangement
is not adequate due to the
huge demand, according
to officials of the DNC and
BRTA.

BRTA officials said they
have received 2.58 lakh
applications for issuance
or renewal till September
this year, but only 1.39 lakh
applicants have been able
to get tested. Mahbub E
Rabbani, spokesperson of
BRTA, told this newspaper
that the  government
hospitals have failed to
provide dope-test results

timely due to such demand.

“For this reason, we
have requested the health
ministry to include private
hospitals to meet the
demand,” he said.

Apart from government-
job  aspirants, private
employees, university
students, law enforcers,
and workers wishing to go
abroad were also supposed
o undergo testing,
according to DNC officials.

DNCs Dulal Krishna
Saha said dope tests
can play a major role in
eradicating drugs if they are
carried out on a large scale.

New AL
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for the 10th consecutive
term, while Obaidul Quader
was  re-elected  general
secretary for the third time
in the 22nd National Council
held on December 24.



