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DUTCH ROLE IN SLAVERY 

Netherlands PM 
Rutte apologises
REUTERS, The Hague

Prime Minister Mark Rutte yesterday 
apologised on behalf of the Dutch State 
for its historical role in slavery, and for 
consequences that he acknowledged 
continue into the present day.

“Today I apologise” Rutte said, speaking 
at a nationally televised speech at the 
Dutch National Archives. “For centuries 
the Dutch state and its representatives 
have enabled and stimulated slavery and 
have profited from it.

“It is true that nobody alive today bears 
any personal guilt for slavery...(however) 
the Dutch state bears responsibility for 
the immense suffering that has been 
done to those that were enslaved and their 
descendants.”

The prospect of an apology on a 
December afternoon in The Hague had 
been met with resistance from groups who 
say it should have come from King Willem-
Alexander, in former colony Suriname, on 
July 1, 2023 -- the 160th anniversary of 
Dutch abolition.

China reports first Covid 
deaths in weeks

Citizens, analysts question official figures

REUTERS, Beijing

China reported its first Covid-
related deaths in weeks yesterday 
amid rising doubts over whether 
the official count was capturing 
the full toll of a disease that is 
ripping through cities after the 
government relaxed strict anti-
virus controls. 

Yesterday’s two deaths were the 
first to be reported by the National 
Health Commission (NHC) since 
December 3, days before Beijing 
announced that it was lifting curbs 
which had largely kept the virus in 
check for three years but triggered 
widespread protests last month.

Though on Saturday, Reuters 
journalists witnessed hearses lined 

up outside a designated Covid-19 
crematorium in Beijing and 
workers in hazmat suits carrying 
the dead inside the facility. Reuters 
could not immediately establish if 
the deaths were due to Covid.

A hashtag on the two reported 
Covid deaths quickly became the 
top trending topic on China’s 
Twitter-like Weibo platform 
yesterday. 

“What is the point of incomplete 
statistics?” asked one user. “Isn’t 
this cheating the public?,” wrote 
another. 

The low number of deaths since 
curbs were lifted on December 7 is 
inconsistent with the experience 
of other countries after similar 
moves. 

Local residents inspect the debris, following a barrage of drone strikes from Russia in Stari 
Bezradychi village, Kyiv region, Ukraine yesterday. PHOTO: AFP

WARSHIP CAPSIZE IN STORM

Thai navy hunts for 
31 missing marines
AFP, Bangkok

Thai military frigates and helicopters were 
yesterday searching for 31 sailors after a naval 
vessel sank, with dozens of others having been 
hauled from choppy waters.

The HTMS Sukhothai capsized late on Sunday 
night as it was patrolling the Gulf of Thailand, 
about 37 kilometres (22 miles) off the nation’s 
southeastern coast.

Some sailors survived by jumping into a life raft 
at night, according to images shared by the Royal 
Thai Navy, which said 75 people had been rescued.

However, 31 sailors were still missing yesterday 
afternoon, according to a navy spokesperson.

The search and rescue operation involved 
two Seahawk helicopters, two frigates and one 
amphibious ship, according to a navy statement.

A statement from the Royal Thai Air Force 
later yesterday said they were also assisting in the 
operation, without giving details.

Five killed 
in Toronto 
shooting
AFP, Montreal

Five people were killed 
and another wounded 
Sunday in a shooting in the 
suburbs of the Canadian 
city of Toronto, police said.

The suspect also died 
after an exchange of fire 
with law enforcement, local 
police chief Jim MacSween 
told reporters, saying the 
shooting took place in an 
apartment building.

The injured person was 
taken to hospital and their 
life is not in danger.  

“Once the officers 
arrived, they were met 
with... a horrendous scene 
where numerous victims 
were deceased,” MacSween 
told reporters. 

Police were investigating 
the motive and whether 
there was a connection 
between the victims and 
the male suspect, who has 
not been named.

Malaysia PM Anwar 
wins confidence vote
AFP, Kuala Lumpur

Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim yesterday won a 
confidence vote in parliament, cementing his mandate a month 
after an inconclusive election result forced him to ally with the 
graft-tainted party of his former political rivals.

The affirmation of support was done via voice vote late in the 
day, with those in favour of Anwar’s leadership drowning out 
those opposed, said Johari Abdul, speaker of the lower house 
of parliament.

Anwar told AFP he had the support of 148 members of the 222-
seat legislature, giving him the two-thirds majority necessary to 
pass reforms after a divisive November 19 general election.

House speaker Johari, a close Anwar ally, got 148 votes when 
he was elected for the post earlier yesterday.

Analysts said the strong majority should bring political 
stability to the Southeast Asian nation, which has seen four 
leadership changes in as many years.

Anwar’s Pakatan Harapan (Alliance of Hope) coalition won 
82 seats, leading rivals but falling short of the simple majority 
needed to form a government.

A days-long political stalemate followed, as a rival group led 
by former prime minister Muhyiddin Yassin said it had also 
garnered majority support, forcing Malaysia’s king to intervene.

Anwar, a long-time opposition leader, was sworn in as the 
country’s 10th prime minister on November 24 to head a unity 
government. This meant, however, that the reformist politician 
had to form an alliance with Barisan Nasional, the graft-tainted 
party of ex-leader Najib Razak.


