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in the field, he said it can 
be done with permission of 
police but on condition of 
creating no traffic jam.

Asked about BNP 
promising justice for all 
enforced disappearance, 
murder, torture for the last 
half decade in their outline 
of structural reforms of 
the state, he said they are 
taking steps in this regard 
too as it has become 

people’s demand now.
He said a list of 

disappeared people during 
the BNP regime from 2001 
to 2006 is being made.

“Freedom fighters, 
Awami League leaders, 
activists were killed and fell 
victim of disappearance 
during that time. A 
report has been made 
in this regard. We also 
want everything to be 
investigated,” he said.

Make sexual 
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delivering SRHR services.
Miranda Beckman, 

deputy office director, 
USAID; Dr Ikhtiar Uddin 
Khanaker, president, 
NEARS; Abdun Noor 
Tushar, physician and 
media personality; Arnob 
Chakrabarty, managing 
director, RedOrange Media 
and Communication; 
Golam Mortaza, editor of 

The Daily Star’s Bangla 
section; Nondini Lopa, 
liaison officer at the 
World Bank; SM Shaikat, 
executive director of 
SERAC Bangladesh; 
Jannatul Ferdous, MNCAH 
and health systems 
specialist, Unicef; and Prof 
Sameena Chowdhury, ex-
president of OGSB, spoke 
at the event among others. 

Scholarship exam
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20 percent of a school’s 
students, selected by the 
school authority, will take 
the exam on December 30.

Before the introduction 
of Primary Education 
Completion (PEC) exam 
at the end of fifth grade in 
2009, the government used 
to take such scholarship 
exams. After introduction 
of PEC, the government 
provided scholarships based 
on results of that exam.

Amid much debate, 

authorities this year 
scrapped PEC altogether.

The “Creative Talent 
Hunt” competition, 
at the initiative of the 
education ministry, is 
highly commendable. 
“Despite such a beautiful 
system of verifying the 
merit of all students, we 
do not understand why 
a ‘scholarship test’ is 
suddenly being introduced 
for only 20 percent of 
the students,” read the 
statement.

Boost food
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products to ensure food 
security in the country.

She asked the 
authorities concerned 
along with involved 
persons to concentrate on 
producing more oil seeds 
in the country to reduce 
the dependency on others.

She said that Bangladesh 
imports 98 percent of the 
edible oil it consumes.

“But the mustard oil is 
the best for health. It can be 
upgraded through refining. 
We can do that,” she said.

Liberation War Affairs 
Minister AKM Mozammel 
Huq, Education Minister 
Dipu Moni, Deputy Minister 
for Education Mohibul 
Hassan Chowdhoury 
and Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman 
Agricultural University 
Vice-Chancellor Professor 
Md Giashuddin Miah also 
spoke.

Located at Salna, 
Gazipur, BSMRAU was 
established in 1998 as the 
country’s 13th state-run 
public university.

An effort to revive
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The prime minister gave 
the instruction while Prof 
Shibli Rubayat-Ul-Islam, 
chairperson of Bangladesh 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission (BSEC), called 
on her at her office.

According to BSEC, 
United Airways owes CAAB 
around Tk 56.87 crore, with 
additional value-added tax 
amounting to Tk 5.65 crore 
and Tk 2 lakh income tax. 
This is the principal debt.

Additional Tk 292.81 
crore has been counted as 
surcharge, at an annual 
rate of 72 percent. The debt 
is swelling every year, as 
the surcharge compounds. 
BSEC said the airline 
cannot pay the debt as it 
currently has nothing but a 
few unusable aircraft.

Talking to The Daily 
Star, Shibli said the board 
is planning to sell the 
company’s old aircraft 
and purchase new cargo 
aircraft.

“We couldn’t bring 
in buyers earlier, as the 
airline owes several crores 
to CAAB as surcharge,” he 
said, adding that the buyers 
will pay the principal dues 
the airline owes CAAB.

Asked, ATM Nazrul 
Islam said the dues, the 
enormous surcharge along 
with the principal amount, 
was the main obstacle to 
reviving the airline.

To look into reasons 
behind the airline’s 
collapse, the stock market 
regulator formed an 
inquiry committee on 
September 5 as a last-

ditch attempt to restart its 
operations.

The commission 
intends to look into the 
suspension of operations, 
reconstruction of the board 
of directors, resumption of 
operations, and trading 
patterns of United Airways 
securities since its debut 
on the stock exchange.

Established in 2005, 
the company was listed 
on Dhaka Stock Exchange 
(DSE) in 2010. In February 
2016, it ceased flight 
operations without any 
announcement amid 
mounting losses due to 
massive irregularities and 
corruption by its directors.

To revive the airline, BSEC 
took a series of measures. Its 
board was restructured on 
February 28, 2021, and eight 
independent directors were 
appointed on March 4 that 
year.

Abide by laws of host
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signed a memorandum of 
understanding with Greece 
in this regard.

This will ensure 
migration through legal 
channel even if the number 
of workers remain low. 
Besides, workers will not 
have to face challenges if 
they migrate legally, he 
added.

Boesl Managing Director 
Mallick Anwar Hossain said 
30 migrant workers will 
initially fly to Romania in 
two groups on Wednesday 
and Thursday. They will 
be hired by Romanian 
company Sonoma Sports 
Wear.

He said Boesl has 
signed a tripartite deal 

involving Sonoma Sports 
Wear and Bangladeshi 
company Europa Fashion 
Bangladesh in this regard.

Visas for 102 workers 
have been issued so far 
while flight date for the 
other workers will be 
known soon, he added.

According to Boesl, 
the Romanian company 
will hire sewing 
machine operators, 
cutting operators, 
factory managers and 
textile engineers from 
Bangladesh. 

Their monthly wage will 
be between $400-$5,000 
,while the workers will have 
to pay about Tk 2.31 lakh 
each including airfare for 
migration.

We must end
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Arif emphasised on the 
effectiveness of the birth 
registration system. 
He said installation of 
CCTV cameras in front of 
schools and colleges have 
reduced incidents of sexual 
harassment to a great 
extent.

Prof Tanjima Zahura 
Habib of Rajshahi 
University said, “Parents 
are getting their children 
married in fear of 
insecurity. By doing this, 
they are pushing the 
children towards terrible 
consequences.”

DASCOH Foundation’s 
CEO Akramul Hoque 
moderated the dialogue 
while Netz program 
manager Sara Khatun 
spoke.
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