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Renounce
FROM PAGE 3

Muhammad N Khan, 
director of USAID’s 
Economic Growth Office, 
pointed out its various 
initiatives in tackling the 
impact of climate change in 
Bangladesh. Shamsuddoha, 
chief executive of Center 
for Participatory Research 
and Development; Golam 
Rabbani, head of Climate 
Bridge Fund Secretariat 
of Brac; Kamrul Islam 
Chowdhury, chairman of 
Forum of Environment 
Journalists of Bangladesh 
(FEJB); Mohsin Ul Hakim, 
special correspondent 
of Jamuna TV; Shakila 
Sattar Trina, co-founder, 
The Earth, spoke at the 
discussion among others. 

Zunaed Rabbani, 
founder and CEO of The 
Right Kind, moderated the 
programme.

Brick kiln
FROM PAGE 4

They have also warned 
the owner to take legal 
action against him, if the 
structure is not removed by 
December 20, he said.

UNO Subhan Rangsa 
said they have stopped 
the construction work last 
week.  If the construction 
work resumes again, lawful 
action will be taken against 
the perpetrator, the UNO 
added.

5 hurt as BCL
FROM PAGE 4

Chowdhury and Jahidul 
Islam Rubel -- both leaders 
of BCL Nabiganj unit 
-- clashed for at least an 
hour over establishing 
dominance in the area 
and formation of the BCL 
committee. Followers of 
both groups were armed 
with sharp weapons.

Police rushed to the spot 
and brought the situation 
under control, said 
Nabiganj Police Station OC 
Mohammad Dalim Ahmed.

Contacted, Nazim, 
convener of Nabiganj 
upazila BCL, said they 
will talk to Awami League 
leaders over the matter.

Shifting
FROM PAGE 3

Resident Bangladeshis 
(NRBs) with Commercially 
Important Person (CIP) 
awards.

Of them, 57 NRBs 
received the award for 
“sending the highest 
amount of remittance 
through authorised 
channels” and another 10 
NRBs got the award for 
“importing Bangladeshi 
goods”.

NRB CIP Association 
President Mahtabur 
Rahman, who received 
the CIP Award at the 
programme for sending 
the highest amount of 
remittance through 
authorised channels, said 
expatriate Bangladeshis 
have been significantly 
contributing to the 
development of the 
country’s rural areas.

He also urged the 
government to increase 
the existing Tk 3 lakh 
compensation for a 
deceased migrant worker’s 
family to Tk 10 lakh and 
start a process to distribute 
national identity (NID) 
cards at the Bangladesh 
missions abroad.

“The celebration of 
International Migrants 
Day is an opportunity to 
highlight the contribution 
made by nearly 300 
million migrant workers 
around the globe,” said 
Abdusattor Esoev, chief of 
mission of International 
Organisation for Migration 
in Bangladesh.

Tuomo Poutiainen, 
country director of 
International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) 
Bangladesh, said the day is 
significant in the context 
of migrant rights, to 
honour them as part of the 
society, and acknowledge 
their contributions to 
sustainable development 
both in countries of origin 
and of destination.

Ahmed Munirus 
Saleheen, secretary of 
the expatriates’ welfare 
ministry, said they have 
taken an initiative to 
modernise courses at the 
technical training centres 
and institutes of marine 
technology to send more 
skilled workers abroad. 

Abul Basher, president 
of Bangladesh Association 
of International Recruiting 
Agencies; Shahidul Alam, 
director general of Bureau 
of Manpower, Employment 
and Training; and Hamidur 
Rahman, director general 
of Wage Earners’ Welfare 
Board, also spoke at the 
discussion.

Increase budget allocation for them
FROM PAGE 3

“However, the allocations 
for persons with disabilities 
are disbursed through a 
welfare-centric approach, 
not through a rights-based 
approach,” he added. 

Nasima Akter, president 
of National Council of 
Disabled Women, said, 
“Persons with disabilities 
have been severely affected 
by the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Many of them lost their 
income sources and many 
women with disabilities 
fell victim to torture and 
exploitation.”

“Many organisations 
who used to work for 
persons with disabilities 
lost their funding and had 
to shut down as they did 
not receive any incentive 
from the government,” she 
added.

Farjana Reza, national 

programme officer of social 
protection at International 
Labour Organization (ILO), 
said, “Support persons 
and caregivers play an 
extremely important role 
in the lives of persons with 
disabilities. Most of their 
efforts remain unnoticed 
and unrewarded, which 
also affect the quality 
of life of persons with 
disabilities.”

“They [support persons 
and caregivers] should get 
a monthly allowance from 
the government to ensure 
the safety and smooth 
development of persons 
with disabilities,” she added.

Nazrana Yesmin Hira, 
programme coordinator 
of Manusher Jonno 
Foundation, said, “Most 
of the educational 
institutions are not 
accessible for students 

with disabilities. School 
buildings and classrooms 
are not accessible. Teachers 
are not trained.”

“The government must 
increase allocations to 
ensure inclusive education 
for students with 
disabilities,” she added. 

Md Ashraf Ali Khan 
Khasru, state minister 
at the Ministry of Social 
Welfare, was the chief guest 
of the conference. 

“Bangladesh’s economy 
has gravely suffered due 
to the Russia-Ukraine 
War. Still, the government 
has increased disability 
allowance in the upcoming 
budget,” said the minister. 

“Not only the 
government but also people 
from all walks of life must 
come forward to ensure 
inclusive development of 
persons with disabilities,” 

he added.
Murteza Rafi Khan, 

chief executive officer, 
Bangladesh Business 
and Disability Network 
(BBDN); Amrita Rejina 
Rozario, country director, 
Sightsavers; Vashkar 
Bhattacharjee, national 
consultant-accessibility, 
a2i; Jowaherul Islam 
Mamun, mentor, SWID 
Bangladesh; Ashrafun 
Nahar Misti, executive 
director, Women with 
Disabilities Development 
Foundation; Iftekhar 
Mahmud, coordinator, 
B-Scan; Nasrin Jahan, 
executive director, 
Disabled Child Foundation; 
Dilip Kumar Ghosh, 
president, National 
Forum of Organizations 
Working with The Disabled 
(NFOWD), were also present 
at the conference. 

Country victim
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“We have to build a society 
based on equity and 
freedom from deprivation, 
and not just in words. We 
have to make it happen in 
reality,” said Menon.

Bangladesh Workers 
Party’s General Secretary 
Fazle Hossain Badsha said 
it was the ruling Awami 
League’s responsibility to 
resist the anti-liberation 

and communal forces but 
they failed.

“The spirit of the 
Liberation War and the 
principles of Bangabandhu 
only exist in chants in 
today’s era of politics. If 
observed acutely, it will be 
evident that there is hardly 
any difference between the 
politics of BNP and the 
one done in the name of 
Bangabandhu,” he added.


