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Two killed as truck 
hits motorbike
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Cumilla

Two motorbike riders were killed and another was 
injured when a truck ran them over in Cumilla 
yesterday.

The accident happened on Cumilla-Sylhet 
highway in front of Azghar Ali Girls High School 
in Debidwar area at 2:55pm, said Nazrul Islam, in-
charge of Mirpur Highway Police Outpost.

Arif, son of Sharif Mia of Brahmmanpar area, 
died on the spot and Irfan Imon, son of Matin Mia 
from Debidwar, succumbed to his injuries on the 
way to a hospital, said police.

They were both 17-year-old.  
Another injured Jibon Das, son of Dulal Das of 

Brahmmanpara, was admitted to Cumilla Medical 
College Hospital.

Barguna chars abuzz 
with fish drying

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Dry fish production has started in 
Barguna’s Taltali upazila. 

Fish drying is going on in full 
swing at Asharchar and other 
adjacent areas. The other areas 
include Sonakata and Jayalbhanga 
Char.

Usually, fish is dried in the sun 
during the winter season and the 
drying season starts in November, 
which continues for the next five 
months till March.

This year, fishers and traders 
started producing dry fish 
in a favourable environment, 
maintaining its original quality. 

Traders said every year dry fish 
worth Tk 10 crore are produced in 
different areas of the upazila.

Livelihood of nearly one lakh 
people depend in this profession, 
where about 5,000 fishermen, 
labourers and traders are engaged. 

Fishers said every week at least 
100 to 150 maunds of dry fish are 
sold to the traders from different 
parts of the country from each 
Shutki Palli (spots for fish drying). 

After netting the fish from 
the sea, fishers bring those to the 
Shutki Palli, where women wash 
them with fresh water and place the 
fish under the sun for drying. 

It takes three to four days to 
produce the dried fish. 

Around 25 species of fish 
including Rupchanda, Churi, Koral, 
Surma, Laitta, Shrimp, Vole and 
Poa are dried in different char areas 
of the upazila. 

The demand for dried fish 
produced in the upazila is much 
higher as local fishers do not use 
any pesticides or extra salt in the 
processing work, said officials. 

During a recent visit to Asharchar 
Shutki Palli, this correspondent 

saw over 600 fishers and traders 
have built 32 makeshift houses to 
stay there for drying fishes.

Dry fish trader Rupchand 
Howladar said he has been involved 
in the business for nearly 40 years. 
“The business is good but things are 
getting expensive these days and we 
are worried,” he said.  

Barguna District Fisheries Officer 
Biswajit Kumar Dev said they will 
provide all kinds of support to the 
fishers and traders as hundreds of 
people are engaged with this trade. 
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Brick kiln on 
farmland
Construction work goes 
on defying ban
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Lalmonirhat

Construction of an illegal brick kiln on vast agricultural 
land in Kurigram’s Ulipur upazila has been going on in 
full swing, defying ban from the local administration and 
Department of Environment (DoE).

Earlier in October, Ulipur upazila administration 
stopped the construction of the brick kiln at Hamirbazar 
under Tabakpur union, following complaints from the 
local farmers. 

Locals alleged that construction work of the brick kiln 
has been restarted again as local administration has turned 
a blind eye to the wrongdoing due to unknown reason.

Farmers said Mahmudar Rahman Bakul, former 
chairman of Tabakpur Union Parishad (UP), started 
construction of the brick kiln at the beginning of August 
this year. 

Although local people protested it, the owner didn’t 
pay heed to their plea, they said.

Later, they submitted a written complaint to the 
upazila administration, agriculture department and DoE 
in this regard. 

On October 25, a mobile court of DoE led by Ulipur 
UNO Subhan Rangsa went to the spot and stopped the 
construction work of the illegal brickfield.

 The mobile court also directed its owner to remove the 
under-construction structure. 

But instead of removing, construction work of the 
illegal brick kiln restarted last month.

Farmer Mojibar Rahman said, “If the brick kiln finally 
starts its operation, farmers won’t be able to get expected 
crops production from the adjacent croplands.”

Contacted, Mahmudar Rahman, owner of the brick 
kiln, refused to make any comment in this regard.  

Ulipur upazila Agriculture Officer Saiful Islam said he 
has already written a letter to the administration to take 
immediate action against the illegal construction.

Kurigram DoE assistant director Rezaul Karim said the 
department has served a notice to the owner of the under-
construction brick kiln last week.
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Woman burnt in 
Mirpur fire dies

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

One of the two persons burnt in a fire 
in Dhaka’s Mirpur on Saturday died 
yesterday.

The deceased -- Hazera Begum, 45 
-- was undergoing treatment at Sheikh 
Hasina National Institute of Burn and 
Plastic Surgery with 50 percent burns, 
said its resident surgeon SM Ayub 
Hossain. Ariyan, 14, is fighting for his 
life with 70 percent burns.

The fire originated at a tin-shed 

house at section-13 in Mirpur around 
4:00am while they were asleep, family 
members said.

Md Shahabuddin, senior station 
officer of Mirpur Fire Station, said the fire 
was doused before they reached the spot.

“We primarily suspected that the 
fire originated from an electric short-
circuit, which intensified after the air-
condition exploded,” he said.

Hazera’s husband Abdus Salam said 
he was outside when the fire broke out. 
Ariyan is their tenant, he added.

Country victim of 
‘naked capitalism’
Prof Syed Anwar Hossain 
tells council of Jubo Maitree
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Socialism is mentioned in our country’s constitution 
but in reality a “naked capitalism” prevails in the 
country, said  historian Prof Syed Anwar Hossain 
yesterday.

“Our Liberation War ended on December 16, 1971. 
But the war for our liberty is still ongoing. We are 
yet to get liberty. Farmers are being attacked,” said 
the historian while addressing the eighth national 
council of Jubo Maitree.

Referring to the memoir of Che Guevara, he said 
“Che mentioned in his memoir how the farmers 
helped his guerilla army. During our Liberation War, 
80 percent of the freedom fighters were farmers.”

“The government filed cases against farmers, 
accusing them of loan defaulting, while the biggest 
loan defaulter is the Prime Minister’s advisor,” 
added Prof Husain.

Speaking at the event, Bangladesh Workers Party 
President Rashed Khan Menon urged Jubo Maitree 
activists to wage a movement against communalism 
and militancy.
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5 hurt as BCL 
factions clash 
in Habiganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Moulvibazar

At least five people were injured in a clash between 
two factions of Chhatra League in Habiganj on 
Saturday night.

The incident occurred in Nabiganj upazila 
headquarters around 11:30pm, said locals.

All the injured received primary treatment 
at the Nabiganj Upazila Health Complex. One of 
them was transferred to Habiganj Sadar Hospital.

Eyewitnesses said supporters of Nazim Uddoula 
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