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Haque in his keynote. 
Speaking as chief 

guest, Dr Ahmed Munirus 
Saleheen, secretary of 
the expatriates’ welfare 
ministry, said it is essential 
to mainstream migration 
studies within academia 
and research.”

Abdusattor Esoev, chief 
of mission for International 
Organization for Migration, 
said, “Migrants can 
increase their productivity 
by three times when the 
policies of the nations that 
receive them for migration 
are beneficial.”

Huma Khan, senior 
human rights adviser to 
the UNRC, said, “We, South 
Asians are descendants 
of migrants all across the 
world and we should see it 
as a matter of pride, not a 
matter of problem.” 

She also added, “We 
consider some nations 
to be migrant-receiving 
nations and others to be 
migrant-sending nations. 
To protect the human 
rights of migrants and 
their families in all nations, 
we need to think outside of 
this binary.”

Woman, teen
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reached the spot. 
“We primarily suspected 

that the fire originated 
from an electric short-
circuit, which intensified 
after the air-condition 
exploded,” he said.

Hazera’s husband Abdus 
Salam said he was outside 
when the fire broke out. 
Ariyan was the tenant of 
their house, Abdus Salam 
added. 

Hefajat seeks
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Speaking at the programme, 
Hefajat amir Muhibullah 
Babunagari said due to the 
oppression and torture on 
“Islamic” leaders, there is 
a fear of deterioration of 
peace in the country.

The Hefajat chief 
also called upon the 
government to withdraw 
all the “false cases” against 
the Hefajat leaders.

After the conference, an 
11-member delegation of 
Hefajat led by its secretary 
general Sajidur Rahman 
called on Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina at her Gono 
Bhaban residence in the 
afternoon and placed their 
demands.

The misdeeds
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by Sagir went to the land, 
drove the fishers and 
traders out of the land 
and put up a signboard 
claiming its ownership, 
locals said. 

Dry fish trader Hannan 
Mia said they have been 
processing dried fish in the 
land for over 20 years, but 
some local goons suddenly 
claimed its ownership and 
put up a signboard.

Local resident Delwar 
Mia echoed him.

Jamal Mia, general 
secretary of Mahipur 
Swechchhasebok League, 
said they often feel 
embarrassed for Sagir’s 
controversial activities, 
which are ruining the party 
image.

Mahipur Union Jubo 
League President Ferdous 
Hawlader said after 

becoming vice-president 
of the district unit 
Swechchhasebok League, 
Sagir has been involved in 
various misdeeds including 
land grabbing.

Contacted, Sagir said 
the government gave the 
clearance in the name 
of one Taribullah and he 
recently purchased the land 
from him. He also refuted 
the allegations against him.

Kalapara Upazila Nirbahi 
Officer Shankar Chandra 
Baidya said the union land 
office has removed the 
illegal signboard from the 
government land.

Locals, however, 
alleged that although the 
signboard was removed by 
the local administration, 
but the government 
land is still under Sagir’s 
occupation and no one is 
allowed to go there.   

Actions against
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Shahidul Alam, director 
general of Bureau of 
Manpower, Employment 
and Training, said they 
have issued smart-cards 
to about 35,000 Malaysia-
bound migrant workers.

Regarding celebration 
of International Migrants 
Day, Saleheen said they will 
arrange a programme at the 
capital’s Osmani Memorial 
Auditorium today.

The government this year 
will recognise non-resident 
Bangladeshis (NRBs) 
with the Commercially 
Important Person award in 
two categories.

A total of 67 NRBs will 

get the award during the 
programme. Of them, 
57 will get the award for 
“sending highest amount 
of remittance through 
authorised channel” 
and another 10 will be 
recognised for “importing 
Bangladeshi goods”.

Saleheen said although 
the number of Bangladeshi 
migrant workers has 
increased over the years, 
the country has not receive 
the expected remittance.

He said a team of the 
ministry recently visited 
three countries and 
identified some concerns 
regarding the remittance 
situation.

50 double-decker
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DMTCL and BRTC on 
November 17 signed 
a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) for 
providing the service and 
as per the MoU, BRTC 
buses will charge the fare 
like a usual city-service 
buses.

BRTC, as per the MoU, 
is supposed to start trial 
service at least one week 
before the beginning of 
metro rail operation. The 
tenure of the MoU will 
be December 31, 2030. 
However, the deadline 
can be changed upon 
discussion, it said.

Although, MRT Line-6 
project was approved in 
2012, construction work 
of the fast-track project 
started in September 2016 
under eight packages.

For now, the 11.73km 

section of the metro rail 
from Uttara to Agargaon 
would be opened. The 
remaining 8km from 
Agargaon to Motijheel 
will be in operation by 
December next year. The 
other one km extended 
part from Motijheel to 
Kamalapur would be 
inaugurated by June 2025.

Metro rail authorities, 
following international 
practice, will start the 
service on a limited scale 
in at first and go for full-
operation within three 
months.

The original cost of 
the project was Tk 21,985 
crore, but it rose to Tk 
33,472 crore after revision. 
The escalation is owed 
to acquiring new land to 
change the stations’ design 
and building the extended 
part.

Hill-cutting spree in Tangail
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Management (ESRM) of 
Mawlana Bhashani Science 
and Technology University 
in Tangail, found that the 
hillocks are undergoing 
a transformation due to 
urban sprawl. 

In Ghatail, people are 
cutting the red clay hills 
with excuses of digging a 
pond and building houses. 

Previously, the hillocks 
in Deopara, Tegurichala, 
Ghoramara, Jharka and 
Baroipara areas were 
flattened in the same way, 
sources informed.

Locals alleged that the 
earth traders were cutting 
and selling earth from 
Thursday to Saturday in 

clique with a section of 
dishonest officials of the 
land office. 

Asked about the matter, 
Ghatail UNO Munia 
Chowdhury said the 
matter of hill cutting was 
discussed in the law and 
order meetings previously.

“Mobile court drives 
were conducted against hill 
cutting previously and it 
will continue,” she said.    

During a recent visit, it 
was seen that earth traders 
were cutting hillocks with 
excavator in Berbari area 
of Jadabpur union in 
Sakhipur upazila defying 
laws and taking away 
truckload of earth.

Earlier, most of the 

hillocks in Sapiarchala, 
Bagerbari, Indarjani 
(Gorbari), Boheratoil, 
Arangchala, Amtoil, 
Amgachhchala and 
Gilachala areas in Tangail 
faced the same fate, sources 
said. 

The red-clay hillocks 
of nearby Madhupur, 
Mirzapur and Kalihati 
upazilas are also under 
threat. 

Several earth traders 
involved with hill cutting 
claimed that they were 
cutting earth after 
“managing” different 
quarters.   

They also claimed that 
the hillocks they were 
cutting are on private 
lands. 

Jamir Uddin, deputy 
director of the Directorate 
of Environment (DoE) in 
Tangail, however, said 
cutting hillocks, be it on 
private or government 
lands, is a punishable 
offence under Environment 
Preservation Laws. “Mobile 
court drives will be 
launched and cases will be 
filed against those involved 
with hill cutting,” he added. 

Environment officials 
also claimed that they 
couldn’t take action against 
the plunderers as the lands 
weren’t clearly demarcated.
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Naseema 
Chowdhury 
passes away
STAR REPORT

N a s e e m a 
Chowdhury, 
widow of 
f o r m e r 
ambassador 
late Masum 
A h m e d 
Chowdhury passed away 
at 6:00am (local) at 
John Hopkins University 
Hospital, United States on 
December 15. She was 71.

Naseema was suffering 
from post-complication of 
lung transplantation, said a 
press release.

She left behind two son 
-- Nafees and Nabeel -- and 
three granddaughters to 
mourn her death.

Naseema was buried in 
the Muslim Graveyard in 
Maryland, US on December 
15 after a namaz-e-janaza.


