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CURBING DEADLY AIR POLLUTION

4 nations draw

PROJECTED PREMATURE DEATHS FROM EXPOSURE
TO FINE PARTICULATE MATTER, 2030
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greatest show
on earth is
nearing  its
end and the
protagonists
are all but ready for the
climax as Lionel Messi
prepares for his last chance
at footballing immortality
with Argentina against a
formidable France, who
have set loose a monster
in Qatar in the form of
superstar Kylian Mbappe.
While all the
excitement and the hype is
understandably focused on
the grand finale, a second
stage is being prepared at
the Khalifa International
Stadium where, on the eve of

has been so impressed by the thrill
and the unpredictable nature of the
tournament this year that he hinted
that the three-team group format
of the 48team 2026 World Cup,
scheduled to be held across the USA,
Mexico and Canada, could be revisited.

FIFA had previously indicated that
the 2026 finals would see countries
divided into 16 groups of three during
the first round.

“The groups of four have been
absolutely incredible until the last
minute of the last match,” Infantino
told a press conference in Doha.

“We have to revisit or at least re-
discuss the format, whether it's 16
groups of three or 12 groups of four.
This is something that will be on the
agenda in the next few weeks,” he added.

Indeed, it has been a tournament to

the final, losing semifinalists
remember -- one that saw a number of
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the most universally loved footballing
nations and France, the defending
champions and arguably the strongest
side of the tournament.

With 62 matches done and dusted
and only two remaining, there is an
air of quietness around Doha. Fans
from many countries have already
taken their flights back home as their
teams have failed to get this far in the
tournament.

Not the Argentines, though. They
have been the boisterous brigade in this
tournament since Day 1, even after the
Albiceleste made a dreadful start to the
campaign by losing to Saudi Arabia.

Some of them even staged
demonstrations outside a Doha hotel
demanding tickets from the Argentine
FA for the final.

Fach country that qualified for
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The construction of an iconic railway station in Ramu upazila of Cox’s Bazar has been going on in full swing.
Once built, the oyster-shaped station on 29 acres of land will connect the district with Chattogram and the rest

of the country. The photo was taken in Ramu’s Chanderpara area recently.
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In jail for more than a
month despite apparently
being innocent of the
crime she hasbeen accused
of, Amatullah Bushra is
devastated at Kashimpur
Women’s Central Jail, her
family members said.

She was arrested
by Rampura police on
November 10 in a case
filed over the death of
Buet student Fardin Noor
Parash. On Wednesday, the
detective branch of police
- in charge of investigating
the case said  they
suspected that Fardin had
died by suicide, and also that
they found that Bushra was
not involved in his death.

But Bushra is likely to
stay in jail till January 5 as
a Dhaka court will hear her
bail petition on that day.

Bushra’s father,
Manjurul Islam, told The
Daily Star vyesterday that
she is worried about the
delay in getting bail, as
well as her education and
future.

“I am innocent, why is
my bail being delayed?”
Manjurul Islam quoted his
daughter as saying when
he along with his wife
visited her in jail recently.

The father consoled
Bushra saying the court
had gone on vacation and
they would soon be able to
get her out on bail.

The family said Bushra, a
private university student,
is in a state of immense
distress as she was falsely
implicated in the case.

Police arrested Bushra
after Fardin’s father Kazi
Nooruddin filed a case with
Rampura Police Station
against her.

“Bushra  was [falsely
implicated in the -case...
Although everyone already
knows she is innocent,
we are worried about her
future,” her uncle Mazharul
Islam told The Daily Star.
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Alhaj S M Nazrul Islam
(1928-2017)
Founder Chairman, Walton Group

Honor comes inevitably in mind with the name Alhaj
S M Nazrul Islam, Founder Chairman, Walton Group,
Pioneer of Electrical, Electronics, Home & Kitchen
Appliance and Digital Device manufacturing industry
in Bangladesh, who breathed his last leaving us in
deep sorrow on 17 December 2017. With his demise,
we have lost a Visionary Leader, an Inventor, a Pioneer
and an Earnest Guardian of this industry. Inspired by
his ethics, values and morals, Walton is going ahead in
its own glory at both home and abroad. We always feel
his presence following the footsteps he has left for us.
His demise is something we can never recover from
but we pray from the bottom of our hearts that his
departed soul be granted Jannah where it finds
eternal peace, Ameen.
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