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18 China bombers  
violates Taiwan air 
defence zone
AFP, Taipei

China sent a record 18 nuclear-capable bombers into 
Taiwan’s air defence zone, Taipei said yesterday, just days 
after Beijing banned more Taiwanese imports in the latest 
sign of deteriorating ties.

Democratic Taiwan lives under the constant threat of 
invasion by China, which sees the self-ruled island as part 
of its territory to be seized one day. Beijing has ramped 
up military, diplomatic and economic pressure since the 
2016 election of Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen, who 
rejects its stance that the island is part of China.

In a daily update yesterday morning Taiwan’s defence 
ministry said 21 aircraft entered the island’s southwest air 
defence identification zone (ADIZ) over the last 24 hours, 
including 18 nuclear-capable H-6 bombers.

That represents by far the largest daily sortie by H-6 
bombers since Taipei first began releasing daily incursion 
data in September 2020.

The wave came after China slapped fresh import bans 
on Taiwanese products last week, prompting Premier Su 
Tseng-chang to accuse Beijing of violating international 
trade rules and “discriminating” against the island.

DEC 9 BORDER CLASHES IN ARUNACHAL PRADESH

India says China trying 
to ‘change status quo’

AFP, New Delhi

India’s defence minister yesterday accused China 
of trying to “unilaterally change the status quo” 
on their disputed Himalayan border last week 
when clashes left troops on both sides injured.

The incident is thought to be the most serious 
on the nuclear-armed Asian giants’ disputed 
frontier since 2020, when 20 Indian troops and 
four Chinese soldiers died in brawling.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh confirmed 
in parliament that Indian and Chinese 
troops engaged in the fresh confrontation on 
December 9 in the northeastern Indian state 

Arunachal Pradesh.
“On 09 December 2022, PLA troops 

attempted to unilaterally change the status quo 
by encroaching on the Line of Actual Control, in 
the Yangtse area of Tawang sector,” Singh said.

In Beijing, PLA Western Theatre Command 
spokesman Long Shaohua claimed Indian 
troops had “illegally crossed the Line (of Actual 
Control)” and “obstructed” Chinese border 
patrol troops.

“Our response measures were professional, 
standard and forceful, and stabilised the 
situation on the ground. At present, China and 
India have disengaged,” added Long.

A police officer fires shotgun shells as supporters of Brazil’s former president Jair Bolsonaro protest after the 
Supreme Court ordered a temporary arrest warrant of an indigenous leader for alleged anti-democratic acts, in 
Brasilia, Brazil, on Monday night.
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400 people jailed 
over protests
Says Iran’s judiciary

AFP, Tehran

Courts in Tehran have sentenced 400 people to 
jail terms of up to 10 years over their involvement 
in protests sparked by Mahsa Amini’s death, Iran’s 
judiciary said yesterday. Iran has been gripped by 
nearly three months of protests -- which officials 
describe as “riots” -- since the death of Amini after 
her arrest for an alleged breach of the country’s 
dress code for women. “In hearings on cases 
of rioters in Tehran province, 160 people were 
sentenced to between five and 10 years in prison, 
80 people to two to five years and 160 people of up 
to two years,” Tehran’s judiciary chief Ali Alghasi-
Mehr said, quoted by the judiciary’s Mizan 
Online website. The Islamic republic has drawn 
widespread international condemnation after 
executing two men in the past week in connection 
with the unrest. Majidreza Rahnavard and Mohsen 
Shekari, both 23, were hanged on Monday and 
Thursday respectively on the charges of “enmity 
against God” under Islamic sharia law. Prior to 
two executions, Iran’s judiciary said it had issued 
death sentences to 11 over the protests.

HOMELESSNESS

LA mayor declares 
state of emergency
AFP, Los Angeles

A state of emergency over spiraling levels of 
homelessness was declared in Los Angeles on 
Monday as the new mayor pledged a “seismic 
shift” for one of the most intractable problems in 
America’s second biggest city.  Tens of thousands 
of people sleep rough on Los Angeles streets every 
night, in an epidemic that shocks many visitors to 
one of the wealthiest urban areas on the planet. 
Mental health problems and substance abuse 
issues are rife among the population, whose tents 
and rusting RVs scar the city. Mayor Karen Bass, 
who was sworn into office Sunday, used her first 
full day in the job to declare a state of emergency.

MISSILE TESTS BY PYONGYANG

US, allies vow all options on 
table against North Korea
AFP, Jakarta

The United States, South Korea and 
Japan yesterday vowed to consider 
all options against North Korea, 
including counterstrikes, in the 
wake of an unprecedented blitz of 
missile tests by Pyongyang that has 
sent regional tensions spiralling.

The flurry of North Korean 
launches include last month’s test of 
its most advanced intercontinental 
ballistic missile and a missile that 
flew across the de facto maritime 
border and landed near South 

Korean waters for the first time 
since the Korean War.

US special representative for 
North Korea Sung Kim held talks 
with South Korean counterpart 
Kim Gunn and senior Japanese 
foreign ministry official Takehiro 
Funakoshi in Jakarta, where they 
warned of Pyongyang’s threat to 
regional security.

“We will examine all options, 
including counterstrike 
capabilities,” said Funakoshi, of the 
Japanese foreign ministry’s Asian 
and Oceanian Affairs bureau.

Pak blames India 
for 2021 bombing
REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan’s interior minister yesterday accused India 
of being behind a bombing in 2021 near the house of 
Hafiz Saeed, the founder of a militant Islamist group 
blamed for a deadly 2008 attack in Mumbai.

A suicide bomber rammed a car into a police 
checkpoint just outside Saeed’s house, killing four 
people in the eastern Pakistani city of Lahore in 
2021. No one from his family was hurt.

“We have strong evidence that India was involved 
in this attack. Our forces have all the evidence that 
they funded it,” Interior Minister Rana Sanaullah 
told a news conference in Islamabad.

A spokesperson for India’s foreign ministry did 
not respond to a Reuters request for comment.

Saeed founded the Islamist group Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT). India has accused LeT of orchestrating 
the 2008 attack on the country’s financial capital, 
which killed 166 people, and says Saeed himself was 
the mastermind behind the assault.

Saeed has denied any involvement with militancy, 
including the Mumbai attack.

Sanaullah said Pakistan’s counter terrorism unit 
had recently arrested several members of a cell after 
finding clues to their involvement in the 2021 suicide 
attack. He said India’s intelligence agency, Research 
and Analysis Wing (RAW) had backed the group.

He did not give any more details on when the 
arrests took place or present any evidence to back 
his allegations.

A top counter-terrorism official sitting alongside 
him said Pakistan had traced cash transactions of 
more than $800,000 which were used to fund the 
cell. He said there was evidence showing the money 
came from India.

Sanaullah said Saeed was not at his home when 
the suicide bomber hit, but said his family might 
have been the target.

‘Shocked’ at 
Kabul attack
Says Beijing as IS attack 
injures 5 Chinese nationals 

AFP, Kabul

Beijing said yesterday it was “shocked” by a deadly 
attack on a Kabul hotel popular with Chinese 
business visitors, adding that five of its nationals 
were wounded. 

The Taliban claim to have improved security 
since storming back to power in August last year but 
there have been scores of bomb blasts and attacks, 
many like this one claimed by the local chapter of 
the Islamic State group. 

“This terror attack is abominable and China is 
deeply shocked,” foreign ministry spokesman Wang 
Wenbin said in Beijing. “As far as we know, five Chinese 
citizens were injured in the terrorist attack, and several 
Afghan military and police were also killed.” 

The Taliban’s chief spokesman, Zabihullah 
Mujahid, however, said Monday only three attackers 
were killed in the raid on the Kabul Longan Hotel. 
Two foreigners were hurt escaping from the 
building, he said. 

Mujahid told AFP yesterday “a few other” injuries 
may have since been reported. 


