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Farmers find hope
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then channeled to the 
crops,” explained Alamgir 
Md Ruhul Islam, assistant 
engineer of  Nilphamari 
BMDA.

Md Shafiqul Islam, 
executive engineer of 
Gaibandha BMDA said 
around 1,700 bighas of land 
are being irrigated with the 
34 functioning wells in the 
five districts.

“Some 40-50 bighas 
of land can be irrigated 
by each well. Six to seven 
wells are functioning in 

Gaibandha at present,” he 
added.

Abdul Baten(40), 
another potato farmer 
from Rangpur, who has 
benefited from solar 
power, said, “Expanding 
this project will ensure 
that more farmers are 
safeguarded from high fuel 
costs and the uncertainty 
of load-shedding.”

Habibur Rahman Khan, 
the project director, said 
they will consider expansion 
if the margins reflect 
significant improvement.

Stakeholders can deal
FROM PAGE 5

functionaries, including 
Bangladesh Bank and 
payment gateway service 
providers.

On that day, Evaly’s 
lawyer Ahsanul Karim 
prayed to the HC bench to 
pass an order so that the 
company can run its day-
to-day affairs smoothly.

Lawyer Sayed Mahsib 
Hossain, who appeared 
for one Farhad Hossain, a 
depositor to Evaly, opposed 
the application. 

However, the HC 
bench did not find any 
substance in opposing the 
application.

On September 19 this 

year, the HC-appointed 
board of directors of Evaly 
resigned some days after 
the bench ordered its 
existing board of directors 
to include the e-commerce 
platform’s former 
chairman, Shamima 
Nasrin, her mother and 
brother-in-law as its 
members.

The five-member board 
of directors was appointed 
by the HC in October 2021.

Bangladesh Bank has 
reportedly found that 
Evaly’s dues were Tk 404 
crore as of the middle of 
March last year, including 
a liability of Tk 214 crore to 
its customers.

Illegal brick
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Contacted, owner of SIR 
Bricks Entazur Rahman, 
and Ashiqur Rahman, 
proprietor of SUN Bricks, 
declined to comment.

Rangpur DoE Inspector 
Manwarul Islam said a 
case has been filed against 
the owner of SIR Bricks on 
November 24.

He said they will look 
into the issue and take 
further action.

All lottery
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fewer students apply,” said 
the minister, also the chief 
guest at the programme.

“Children face a lot of 
stress while competing 
for admission tests. 
This system is will help 
in getting rid of the 
problem. Keeping the 
global economic crisis and 
pressure on the parents in 
mind, the application fee 
for government schools 
at the secondary level has 
been decreased from Tk 
170 to Tk 110,” she added.

Directorate of 
Secondary and Higher 
Education’s Director 
General Nehal Ahmed 
presided over the function, 
while the Secondary 
and Higher Education 
Division’s Secretary Abu 
Bakr Siddique spoke at the 
event. 

Ensure safe, orderly
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programme. It will also 
support climate change-
affected communities by 
addressing their socio-
economic needs. 

Secretary (West) of 
Foreign Ministry Shabbir 

Ahmad Chowdhury, 
Secretary of Expatriates’ 
Welfare Ministry Ahmed 
Munirus Saleheen, and 
IOM Bangladesh Chief of 
Mission Abdusattor Esoev, 
among others, spoke at the 
event.

Clean your
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much insecticide we spray 
from the city corporation,” 
he added.

Meanwhile, at least 
224 dengue patients were 
hospitalised in the last 24 
hours till yesterday, 105 
of whom are from outside 
Dhaka.

According to the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services (DGHS), 
with the new dengue cases, 
the total number this year 
has risen to 60,522, of 
which 22,299 have been 

outside Dhaka. 
Total number of  deaths 

remain at 266.A total of 
59,276 patients, 21,740 
from outside Dhaka, have 
already been released from 
hospitals.

Some 980 dengue 
patients, 457 from outside 
Dhaka, are still undergoing 
treatment. 

Experts have been urging 
authorities concerned to 
conduct extensive drives 
by identifying clusters 
of Aedes mosquitoes 
immediately.

Protect our graveyard
FROM PAGE 5

many years. However, a 
local influential, Mosaraf 
Hossain, is allegedly 
extracting soil from the 
graveyard for filling his 
pond. 

A part of the graveyard 
is currently in no condition 
for even a single burial. 

“We warned him on 
multiple occasions, but he 
did not pay any heed to us,” 
alleged the protestors. 

Monjil Morshed, Abdur 
Rahman, Bablu Mia, Md 
Azim Uddin, Azgar Ali, 
Mizanur Rahman and 
Mojid Mondal were among 
the speakers.

Contacted, Mosaraf 
Hossain claimed the land 
of the graveyard belongs 
to him. Phulbari UNO Riaz 
Uddin said he received 
the residents’ letter. 
“Action will be taken after 
investigating the matter.” 
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North South University (NSU) yesterday organised a special screening of a 
documentary on Bir Pratik AS Ouderland to celebrate Victory Day and pay tribute 
to the Dutch soldier who fought on behalf of Bangladesh in the Liberation War. 
Thijs Woudstra, deputy head of mission at the Netherlands embassy in Dhaka; 
Prof Atiqul Islam, vice chancellor of NSU; and Abdus Salam, ex-public relations 
and shipping manager of Bata Shoe Company Ltd, who was confidential 
secretary to Ouderland during the war, were present at the programme as 
special guests.
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Dilara Begum 
Parul no more
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Natore

D i l a r a 
B e g u m 
Parul, a 
spearhead 
of the 
w o m e n ’ s 
movement 
in Natore and president of 
the district women’s council, 
passed away yesterday. 

She was 82 years old.
She breathed her last 

around 8:45am at her 
residence in Shukulpatti 
area of   Natore town. 

She was bedridden for a 
long time due to pancreatic 
cancer. 

Dilara has left behind her 
three sons and numerous 
well-wishers.

Leaders and workers of 
various social and cultural 
organisations -- including 
civil-society and women’s 
rights groups, as well as 
journalists and politicians 
of Natore -- expressed their 
grief and condolences.

Rafiqul Haider’s 
51st death anniv
CITY DESK

Today is the 
51st death 
anniversary 
of Rafiqul 
H a i d e r 
Chowdhury 
(Eshika), a 
martyred intellectual.

On this day in 1971, 
Razakars, the collaborators 
of the Pakistan Army, 
picked Rafiqul up from his 
921, Shahidbagh residence, 
took him away blindfolded, 
and killed him. 
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New executive 
committee 
elected

CITY DESK

Shahadat Musharraf Khan 
(Mukul) and TM Shahidul 
Islam have been re-elected 
as president and secretary 
general of Cadet College 
Club Limited for 2023, says 
a press release. 

This will be their second 
term in the office.

The executive 
committee for 2023 
was announced in the 
20th Annual General 
Meeting of Cadet College 
Club Limited, held on 
December 9 at the capital’s 
Purbachal.

Prof Rashed Al Mahmud 
Titumir was elected as vice 
president, Reyad Hasnain 
as joint secretary general, 
and Ashfakul Islam  as 
treasurer. 

The other elected 
executive committee 
members are Md Abdur 
Rouf (FCC), KBM Saiful 
Alam (JCC), Maj (Retd) 
Mohammad Nazmul Islam 
(MCC), Wazed Feroj (RCC), 
Kazi Ehsanul Haque (SCC), 
Md Ziaul Haque Shohash 
(CCR), Mahmudur Rashid 
Mazumder (BCC), Maj 
(Retd) Md Tanvir Ahmed, 
psc (PCC), Mary Hapang 
(MGCC), Tanvir Mahmood 
Misho (CCC) and Nusrat 
Alam Sinha (OCC).

Shahadat Shahidul

Wase Ansari 
no more
CITY DESK

W a s e 
A n s a r i , 
f o u n d e r 
m e m b e r 
and former 
president of 
Bangladesh 
P h o t o j o u r n a l i s t s 
Association (BPJA), passed 
away yesterday due to old-
age complications. 

He breathed his last 
around 2:00pm.

He served as a senior 
photojournalist in Dainik 
Bangla, Ajker Kagaz and 
Naya Diganto. 

His namaz-e-janaza will 
be held at Jatiya Press Club 
after Maghrib prayers. 


