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doctors are needed to serve 
Chakaria. Currently, there 
are 13 doctors at Chakaria 
Upazila Health Complex.

“Containing AMR 
requires an all-out and 
multifaceted approach. All 
community clinics should 
have at least an assistant 
doctor,” said Prof MA Faiz, 
former director general of 
the DGHS.
NO LABS, PHARMACISTS 

IN HOSPITALS

Faiz said not having 
designated microbiology 
laboratories is a big weakness 
of public hospitals.

“At least all medical 
college hospitals [117] 
should have a well-
equipped microbiology 
laboratory with the 
capacity to meet patients’ 
diagnosis needs,” Faiz said.

Echoing the same, 
Zakir said the existing 
microbiology labs at 
medical colleges cannot 
provide round-the-clock 
service.

Hospitals, moreover, 
lack antibiotic waste-
management and good 
pharmacy practices, 
according to health officials.

Besides, there are no 
graduate pharmacists for 
counselling patients and 
auditing prescriptions.

The issue of medicine 
quality has not received 
proper attention during 
discussions on AMR, said 
experts.

“If the quality of 
medicines is not ensured 
and medicine wastes are 
not managed properly, 
only stopping irrational 
use will not be fruitful in 
containing AMR,” Mehedi 
Hasan, technical officer 
at the US Pharmacopeial 
Convention, Bangladesh, 
told The Daily Star.

Over the last three years, 
Fleming Fund Country 
Grant has supported 
the refurbishing of 12 
microbiology labs in 
different hospitals and 
livestock research centres.

“Everything should be 
integrated into the system. 
Otherwise, nothing will 
make a difference,” Prof 
Nitish Debnath, team 
lead of the Fleming Fund 
programme in Bangladesh, 
told The Daily Star.

Prof Ahmedul Kabir, 
additional director 
general (administration) 
at the DGHS and co-
chair of the national 
technical committee, said, 
“Fragmentation will not 
solve the problem. This is 
an entire system we need to 
work on collectively.”

PM seeks int’l support
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partnerships. It will also 
implement activities that 
promote progress towards 
scaling up LLA in at least 
25 countries by 2025.

Hasina also hoped that 
the South Asian Regional 
Office of GCA, which was 
launched in Dhaka in 
2020, would emerge as a 
centre of excellence for the 

region and beyond.
GCA Chair and former UN 

Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon, GCA Chief Executive 
Officer Patrick Verkooijen, 
Foreign Minister AK Abdul 
Momen, Environment 
Minister Shahab Uddin and 
British High Commissioner 
to Bangladesh Robert 
Chatterton Dickson spoke 
on the occasion.

7 Bangladeshis receive Balipara
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sector-driven afforestation 
project with Bonayan 
Bangladesh. Delowar 
Jahan, co-founder of 
Prakritik Krishi Bipanan 
Kendra received the Food 
for the Future Award. 

Meanwhile, Hawladar 
Azad Kabir, ranger & 
officer-in-charge of 
Karamjal Crocodile 
Breeding Center received 
the Forest Guards and 
Rangers Award.

The other winners 
include Sir Partha Dasgupta, 
author of the landmark 
Economics of Biodiversity 

report for the UK treasury; 
and Dr Kamaljit Singh Bawa, 
president and founder of the 
environmental think tank 
Ashoka Trust Research in 
Environment and Ecology. 

Prof Niaz Ahmed Khan 
was also awarded. 

Ranjit Barthakur, 
founder of Balipara 
Foundation, said, “There 
has to be a shift in mindset 
and attitudes. Everything 
has to be biodiverse.”

Lord Nicholas Stern, 
chairman of Grantham 
Research Institute on 
Climate Change and 
the Environment of 

the London School of 
Economics (LSE), said, “The 
Eastern Himalayas is the 
centre-stage influencing 
more than a billion people 
in the region.”

Ambassador Shyam 
Saran, former foreign 
secretary and Prime 
Minister’s Special Envoy 
For Nuclear Affairs and 
Climate Change of India, 
said, “Today, we are at 
a point where climate 
change, biodiversity, and 
finance cannot be put in 
a single box; they have 
become more and more 
interconnected.”

Aspirants for top BCL posts
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Saddam is also an aspirant 
for the top positions in 
central BCL.

At the instruction of 
Saddam, some TSC-based 
organisations organised a 
cultural performance at the 
Raju Memorial Sculpture, 
said the organisers.

Another post seeker 
Tanbir Hasan Shaikat 
organised a photo 
exhibition, titled “The 
Politics of Killing People 
in arson terrorism by BNP-
Jamaat” opposite to a 
human chain of pro-BNP 

teachers which was held 
at the base of Aparajeyo 
Bangla. “We have remained 
active on the campus after 
getting instructions from 
the prime minister to 
remain vigilant to resist 
BNP,” said Shaikat. 

However, no JCD 
activists tried to enter the 
DU campus on rally day.

Their presence was 
not seen on the campus 
since last May after the 
BCL leaders announced 
them unwanted on the 
campus over a provocative 
comment about the PM.

“If we fail to flaunt our 
activities in such situations, 
it will create a negative 
image,” a vice-president of 
the BCL central unit and 
a post-seeker, told this 
newspaper.

The DU authorities, 
however, said they expect 
regular academic activities 
to remain normal. 
“The continuation of a 
congenial atmosphere is 
all that we want. We are 
always welcoming towards 
the regular students of the 
university,” said DU Proctor 
Prof AKM Golam Rabbani. 

The family behind
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later framed as a result of 
a heart attack,” said a high 
official of CTTC, requesting 
anonymity.

ADC Tohidul said they 
have got links to killing, 

extortion and hundi 
operations.

He said they would go to 
Libya or send information 
to the local authorities 
there to take action against 
the syndicate members.

3 killed as pickup
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immediately after the 
accident, said police.

Quoting locals and 
witnesses, police said the 
tomato-laden truck was 
heading towards Rajshahi 
from Phulbari upazila.

The vehicle reached 
Phulbari upazila’s 
Bhimalpur area on 
Dinajpur-Gobindaganj 
regional road around 
4:00am when the driver 
lost control over the 

steering and collided head-
on with a passenger bus 
that was coming from the 
opposite direction.

The accident left the 
three dead on the spot, said 
Ashraful Islam, officer-in-
charge of Phulbari police 
station.

On information, police 
and members of fire service 
rushed to the spot and 
recovered their bodies 
by cutting the truck’s 
wreckage.

Wage social movement
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Grant, stressed a social 
movement to deal with the 
crisis.

Prof Zahidul Hasan, 
renowned microbiologist 
and senior consultant at 
Square Hospitals, said, 
“Cheaper drugs like Cotrim 
and Ciprofloxacin were 
used to cure any infection. 
But there are now 
ineffective and we need to 
prescribe antibiotics which 
are more potent and cost 
around Tk 20,000 to cure 
a common infection.”

Speakers at the event 
stressed spreading 
awareness to ensure the 

judicious use of antibiotics.
Rakibul Hasan, senior 

specialist at National 
Curriculum and Textbook 
Board (NCTB), said they 
have the scope to include 
a chapter on AMR in their 
proposed books on health 
education at secondary-
level schools from 2024.

Faculties and students 
from different medical 
colleges and universities, 
writers and journalists said 
they will be advocating on 
the threat of AMR in their 
arena.

Prof Tahmina Shirin, 
director of the IEDCR, 
presided over the event.

Fakhrul, Abbas seek
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On December 9, Dhaka 
Metropolitan Magistrate 
Mohammad Jashim sent 
Fakhrul and Abbas to jail in 
the case, rejecting their bail 
petitions. The case was filed 
with Paltan Model Police 
Station on December 8, 
2022, a day after the clash 
broke out in front of the 
party’s Nayapaltan office.

Plainclothes men 
identifying themselves 
as law enforcers picked 
up Fakhrul and Abbas 
from their homes around 

3:00am on December 9.
The two BNP leaders 

were shown arrested on 
the charges of provoking 
party members to launch 
an attack on police in 
Nayapaltan area.

Another Dhaka court 
yesterday rejected bail 
petitions of 23 leaders and 
activists of BNP’s front 
organisations and sent 
them to jail on completion 
of their two-day remand 
in two cases filed with 
Paltan and Motijheel police 
stations.
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