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of the business 
community,” he said, 
adding that it is the 
responsibility of the well-
off citizens to uplift the 
poor and the marginalised.

If Bangladesh is to 
achieve its targets of 
implementing Sustainable 
Development Goals by 
2030, becoming a higher 
middle-income country 

by 2031 and a developed 
nation by 2041, taxes must 
be paid, Kamal said.

The business people 
and the National Board 
of Revenue need to 
work together more, he 
said, adding that some 
initiatives are being taken 
to modernise the VAT 
department. 

“If businesspeople are 
more sincere in paying 

VAT, then the revenue will 
further increase,” he added.

At the event, which the 
NBR organised to mark 
the 12th National VAT 
Day and the ongoing VAT 
Week, Kamal presented 
certificates and awards 
to the nine firms that 
paid the highest VAT in 
the production, business 
and service sectors at the 
national level.

Postogola 
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square feet, an office room, 
male and female toilets 
both indoors and outdoors, 
an electric furnace room, 
a gas furnace room, 
an equipment room, a 
balcony, and a public 
gathering place, among 
other facilities, will be 
constructed.

Apart from this, the 
whole area will be improved 
with the provision of 
high-quality LED lights, 
the construction of septic 
tanks and soak wells, and 
the renovation of circular 
furnaces and drainage 
systems.

DSCC executive 
engineer (zone-5) Saiful 
Islam Joy said, “According 
to the master plan of the 
crematorium, an electric 
and a gas furnace will 
be built. However, gas 
or electricity will not be 
supplied for now, as it 
is expensive and time-
consuming. We will ensure 
the supply in future if 
needed.”

After inaugurating 
Postogola Maha 
Shamshan’s development 
work, Taposh said, “We 
have undertaken this 
programme by ensuring 
all facilities and assessing 
the needs. We hope that 
the renovation work will be 
completed soon.”

“During the 
construction, cremation 
activities will be carried 
out through an alternative 
system. We will also 
arrange work for those 
who live nearby,” the mayor 
added.  

A holistic approach is imperative
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g e n d e r - s e n s i t i v i t y 
awareness among 
adolescents.

The event took place 
based on the findings of 
a project called “JANO 
Nutrition Governance 
Programme”, which was 
funded by European Union 
(EU) and co-funded by 
Austrian Development 
Cooperation.

CARE Bangladesh in 
association with Plan 
Bangladesh and Eco-Social 
Development Organisation 
(ESDO) implemented the 
project.

Prof SM Abdul Matin 
Laskar, director of 
Rangpur Region Secondary 
and Higher Secondary 
Education, chaired the 
event.

Md Ashik Billah, head of 
the central and northern 
region programme of 
Plan Bangladesh, gave the 
inaugural speech at the 
event.

Mohammad Faiz 
Kawsar, project manager of 
the JANO project presented 
the keynote. He  said they 
chose seven upazilas of 
Rangpur and Nilphamari 
for implementing the five-

year project, which started 
in 2018.

Currently, the project 
is being implemented at 
331 schools in these two 
districts.

The aim of the JANO 
project is to educate 
adolescent school-goers 
on gender sensitivity, 
empower their knowledge 
in nutrition and health, 
and give them practical 
knowledge in agriculture.

Besides, sports are also 
included in the project 
to inform the students 
about their physical health 
activities. “We are providing 
them Karate training,” he 
said.

Antora Roy, an 
adolescent, said she was 
unaware of the importance 
of nutrition, reproductive 
health and safety before the 
involvement of the JANO 
programme.

Segufta Nasrin, 
assistant teacher of 
Afan Ullah High School 
in Rangpur, said social 
stigmas among parents 
are the biggest barriers 
to implementing such 
campaigns.

Dr Md Shahid Uz 
Zaman, founder and 

executive director 
of ESDO; Shamimur 
Rahman, deputy director 
of the Department of 
Agricultural Extension 
(DAE) in Rangpur; Dr 
Shamim Ahmed, civil 
surgeon of Rangpur; Md 
Shafiqul Islam, education 
officer of Nilphamari; Md 
Mosaraf Hossain, assistant 
inspector of Bangladesh 
Madrasa Education 
Board; and Afroz Mahal, 
director of programme 
management and 
implementation at Plan 
Bangladesh, also spoke 
at the roundtable among 
others.

Putting on a show in response
FROM PAGE 3

Besides, Bangladesh 
Chhatra League (BCL) 
leaders and activists took 
positions at Shaheed 
Minar, Shahbagh, TSC, and 
Palashi intersection, said 
witnesses.

Ariful Islam, secretary 
of DU Chhatra League 
unit, said they occupied 
the areas by complying 
with an organisational 
decision.

Yesterday, BCL men 
blocked people in Nilkhet 
area -- an entrance to the 
DU campus -- and checked 
their phones. While 
checking, they beat up five 
youths suspecting their 
link with Chhatra Dal.

The BCL men then 
handed them over to police.

Nur Mohammad, officer-
in-charge of Shahbagh 
Police Station, said they 
detained five suspected 
activists of Chhatra Dal for 
interrogation.

Although the AL party 
office was full of activists, 
none were able to visit 
the BNP party office, as 
law enforcers blocked 
both roads leading to the 
establishment.

In the morning, 
correspondents of this 
newspaper, who tried to 

reach the BNP office, found 
that police put barricades 
on the road from 
Nightingale intersection 
to Fakirapool intersection, 
preventing vehicles and 
pedestrians from moving 
through the area.

At 11:45am, journalists 
were allowed to enter the 
road through Nightingale 
intersection. They were 
allowed to go in front 
of the BNP office. The 
correspondents then found 
the office padlocked and 
under heavy guard of law 
enforcers.

Meanwhile, many city 
dwellers said fearing the 
possibility of violence 
due to a face-off between 
activists of the two parties, 
only those who had a 
pressing need to leave their 
houses were seen on the 
streets.

Although the presence 
of city dwellers was thin, 
those who were out 
suffered as almost all forms 
of public transport were 
unavailable.

Around 8:15am, Rafiqul 
Islam, a private-job holder, 
said he waited for public 
transport for over 15 
minutes at Mirpur-10 bus 
stand. 

“There was no bus at 

the stand. I finally took 
an auto-rickshaw. While 
going towards Farmgate, 
not a single bus crossed me. 
I did not see any buses on 
the opposite side either,” 
he said. 

Public buses were hardly 
seen in Panthapath and 
Kalabagan areas on Mirpur 
Road, and Mohakhali, 
Mirpur-1, Gabtoli, and 
Uttara areas.

Many residents also 
alleged that rickshaw 
pullers and auto-rickshaw 
drivers charged extra fares.

Talking to The Daily 
Star, Khondaker Enayet 
Ullah, secretary general 
of Bangladesh Road 
Transport Owners 
Association, said, “There 
were some people on the 
roads in the morning. 
That’s why few buses were 
running. Due to the low 
number of passengers, 
many bus owners took 
their vehicles off the road.”

Enayet Ullah also said 
a car was burnt in Mirpur 
area yesterday. 

“That’s why the bus 
owners were afraid. There 
was no instruction from 
the government or the 
administration to keep 
buses off road,” he added.

Media’s role was key
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“After the report, within 
a few hours, the decision 
of vaccinating pregnant 
women was finalised by the 
government, and mothers-
to-be became a priority 
group to be vaccinated. 
They did not even have to 
stand in the long queues,” 
she added.

Diner Sultana, senior 
reporter of BTV, shared 
how her reportage on the 
reproductive health of 
girls who were married 
off early due to the 
pandemic successfully 
drew the attention of the 
government.

Md Saiful Hassan Badal, 
secretary of Medical 
Education and Family 
Welfare Division, joined the 
event virtually. 

“We need to work on the 
unmet needs of women and 
girls from underprivileged 
communities. Public and 
private partnership is 
required to address their 
demand,” he said.

“During the last census, 
we found that more than 
five crore people live in 
eight city corporations, 
but we are not being able 
to address their needs 
properly. We should 
not leave behind the 

underprivileged people 
from these areas, in line 
with the Sustainable 
Development Goals 
(SDGs),” he added.

Monjun Nahar, head of 
advocacy at MSB, presented 
the organisation’s 
evidence-based advocacy 
in Bangladesh through a 
video and recommended 
prioritising family 
planning issues with a 
focus on Bangladesh’s 
Family Planning 2030 and 
SDG 2030 goals.

She also stressed 
on implementing a 
geographically targeted 
service package for low-
performing regions -- 
mainly upazilas, char and 
coastal areas.

Kishwar Imdad, 
country director of 
MSB; Abdus Salam 
Khan, joint secretary, 
Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare; Mervyn 
Christian, AFP senior 
programme officer; Dr 
Nurun Nahar, line director 
of Directorate General 
of Family Planning; and 
Ainoon Naher, professor 
of anthropology of 
Jahangirnagar University, 
spoke at the workshop 
among others. 
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