City

INTERNATIONAL

DHAKA FRIDAY DECEMBER 9, 2022
AGRAHAYAN 24, 1429 BS

The Baily Star

REUTERS, Rivadh

HIGH-STAKES VISIT TO KSA

X1 heralds ‘new era’ in ties

Beijing, Riyadh sign 34 deals; US wary of China’s growing
influence in Middle East

ant stay” in Saudi Arabia, Saudi state

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman received President Xi Jin-
ping yesterday as the Chinese leader
heralded “a new era” in Arab rela-
tions, with a lavish welcome signal-
ling Riyadh’s interest in deepening
ties with Beijing despite US wariness.

Members of the Saudi Royal Guard
riding Arabian horses and carrying
Chinese and Saudi flags escorted
Xi’s car as it entered the royal palace
in Riyadh, where Prince Mohammed,
de facto ruler of the oil giant, greeted

him with a warm smile.

The two leaders held an official
meeting with the crown prince
“wishing him, his delegation a pleas-

Middle East.

news SPA reported.

It stood in stark contrast to the
low-key welcome extended in July to
US President Joe Biden, with whom
ties have been strained by Saudi en-
ergy policy and the 2018 murder of
Jamal Khashoggi that had overshad-
owed the awkward visit.

The United States, warily watch-
ing China’s growing sway and with
its ties to Riyadh at a nadir, said on
Wednesday the visit was an example
of Chinese attempts to exert influ-
ence around the world and would
not change US policy towards the

Chinese and Saudi firms signed
34 deals for investment in green en-

services,

ergy, information technology, cloud
transport,
and other sectors, state news agency
SPA reported. It gave no figures, but
had earlier said the two countries
would seal initial agreements worth
$30 billion.

In an op-ed published in Saudi
media, Xi said he was on a “pioneer-
ing trip” to “open a new era of Chi-
na’s relations with the Arab world,
the Arab countries of the Gulf, and
Saudi Arabia”.

China and Arab countries would
“continue to hold high the banner of
non-interference in internal affairs,

construction

firmly support each other in safe-

guarding sovereignty and territorial
integrity”, he wrote.

885 named BNP men sued in 5 cases
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blasting explosives.

Meanwhile, 475 leaders
and activists of BNP and
its associate bodies who
were arrested following
Wednesday's clash  were
produced before Dhaka
courts yesterday.

Aman and Jewel were
granted bail in the case filed
on charge of subversive
activities with Paltan Police
Station on grounds of their
ailments, while the bail pleas
of Rizvi, Anee, Biswas and
Khokon were rejected.

They were sent to jail
along with 445 others.

The court also granted
two-day remands to 23
others in two cases filed with
Paltan and Motijheel Police

Stations.

Meanwhile, over at
Nayapaltan, the DMP
yesterday installed CCTV
cameras near BNP’s

headquarters as part of a
move to beel up security in
the area following the clash.
“It is our responsibility to
ensure security for the offices
and houses in the Nayapaltan
area. We will do everything
necessary to ensure public

safety,”  Biplop  Kumar
Sarker, joint commissioner
(operations) of the DMP, told

reporters.
Around 11:00am, BNP
secretary  general Mirza

Fakhrul Islam arrived but he
was barred from going into
the party headquarters.

At 1:15pm, law enforcers
asked journalists to leave the
Nayapaltan area on security
grounds, terming it a crime
scene.

Around
yesterday, police removed
the barricade from the
road leading (0o BNP’s
office, which it had put
up following the clash on
Wednesday afternoon.

Then around 8:00pm,
more than 100 BNP leaders
and  workers  gathered
in front of their party
headquarters and chanted
slogans. Police dispersed
them around 15 minutes
later by baton-charging
them and detained one from
the scene.

THE CASES

Sub-Inspector Mizanur
Rahman filed the case with
the Paltan police station
against 470 named. Some

4:30pm

1,500 to 2,000 others are
unnamed accused in the
case.

Case document shows
accused No. 376 is Russle
Majumder, a computer
operator at the industries
ministry. The complainant
mentioned him as a BNP
activist who lives in the city’s
Shanir Akhra.

The SIs of Ramna Model
Police Station Rafiqul Islam
and Shahidul Islam Masum
filed two cases with their
police  stations naming
168 and 167 individuals
respectively.

Kazi Rownaqul Islam
Sraban, president of
BNP’s student front
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal;
Saif Mohammad Jewel,
general secretary, and Fazlur
Rahman Khokon, former
president of JCD, have been
accused in both cases.

Islam filed another case
with Shahjahanpur Police
Station against 52 named
and 200 to 250 unknown
others for attacking police
and blocking roads with
sticks, iron roads and
through crude bombs at
Chanmari Bat Crossing.

Tofael = Hossain, the
first general secretary of
Sunamganj district BNP, is
among the accused.

In the case filed with
Motijheel police station,
SI' Nazrul Islam Shikder
named 28 accused and
many unidentified others
for  blocking  vehicular
movement and attacking
police at the DIT Extension
road in Fakirerpool. Dhaka
University JCD president
Khorshed Alam Sohel is
among the accused.

HUGE AMMUNITION
FIRED

In the clash on Wednesday,
police fired at least 1,780
rounds of rubber bullets,
tear gas canisters and sound
grenades in ‘self-defence’.

At Nayapaltan, police
fired 410 rounds of pellets,
1,003 rounds of rubber
bullets, 173 rounds of tear
gas canisters, 56 rounds of
the soft kinetic projectile
and six rounds of sound
grenades. At Ramna, police
fired 100 rounds of rubber
bullets and 32 rounds of tear
gas canisters, according to
two cases filed with Paltan
and Ramna PS.

Hit back il anyone tries
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She said, “During
Awami League rule, all

businesspeople, irrespective
of whether they have Awami
League or BNP leanings,
are able do business in
peace. We did not set up
any Hawa Bhaban or Khawa
Bhaban. We, rather, gave
them opportunities to do
business.”

The prime minister
said she would execute
sentences of the convicted
accused Tarique Zia after
bringing him back from the
United Kingdom.

“I'will communicate with
the British government
to bring Tarique Rahman
back. Sentences of Tarique
will be executed after
bringing him back. I urge
the British government to
hand over Tarique as he is a

fugitive convict.”

Sounding a note of
warning, she said all should
remember that the Awami
League did not come from
anyone’s pocket and its
existence was deep-rooted
as it was established by the
Father of the Nation.

“BNP came from the
pocket  of  uniformed
military  dictator  Ziaur
Rahman,” she said.

Hasina came down
heavily on the BNP leaders
for their “crocodile tears”
for democracy.

“Talking about
democracy doesn’t suit the
BNP [leaders] ... Zia had given
curfew democracy while
Khaleda Zia gave corruption.
Khaleda has two ‘virtues’,
indulging in corruption and
killing people,” she added.

The prime minister said

power is not meant for
enjoying, rather it is for
serving the country and its
people.

“No development was
carried out during the
tenure of the BNP-Jamaat.”

She directed AL men
to put forth the picture of
how the BNP-Jamaat had
carried out attacks on the
innocent.

Let the people be
informed what the BNP-
Jamaat clique can do to
destabilise the country, she
said, adding that it would
not be wise (o endure
torture sitting idle.

“Stay alert as none can
harm the people anymore.
Tell everyone including the
shop owners (o protest.
They inflicted enough
sufferings earlier and we
have tolerated much,” she

said, referring to the arson
attacks during 2013-15 to
topple the government.

Meanwhile, AL General
Secretary Obaidul Quader
yesterday instructed leaders
and activist of AL and its
associate bodies to prepare
(o resist the BNP.

Heissued theinstructions
during a separate meeting
at the Bangabandhu Avenue
office. He had made similar
directives while addressing
triennial councils of
Sherpur district unit and
Cumilla south district unit
of AL.

“Awami League leaders
and activists in all wards,
unions and upazilas will
remain vigilant. We will
not attack but if we come
under attack, we will give
befitting reply,” said Quader
yesterday.

[t will begin next year, Li Jiming hopes
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She said the US would
resettle more Rohingyas
but did not mentioned any
figure.

In a statement yesterday,
Noyes said as part of the US’
unwavering  partnership
with  Bangladesh  and
comprehensive  response
to Rohingya refugees, the
Biden Administration is
very pleased to establish, in
coordination with UNHCR
and other resettlement
countries, a resettlement
programme for the most
vulnerable Rohingya

refugees.

She said now that the
Rohingya crisis has become
protracted due to the
genocide by the Myanmar
regime, it is time to look
for a  comprehensive
approach to the
solutions until Rohingya
repatriation is possible
in a safe and sustainable
manner.

Earlier thisyear, Canada
resettled about 35 family
members of Rohingya
leader Mohibullah.

Foreign Minister AK
Abdul Momen on Tuesday

said the government
wants the US to resettle
the Rohingyas, who fled
to Bangladesh before
2016, as the Myanmar
government  was  not
willing to take them back.
Under an agreement
signed in 2017, Myanmar
agreed to take back the
Rohingyas who fled in
2016 and 2017. They
would be more than a
million. And those who
fled before that would be
around 35,000.
Analysts  who
refugee issues say

study
the

previous record suggests
that the US resettled a
small number of Rohingya.
Only more than 9,000
Rohingya refugees have
resettled in the US over the
past decade, primarily from
Malaysia.

Analysts say resettling a
small number of Rohingyas
is not truly helpful
because it may create a
pull factor and those now
in Myanmar’s Rakhine
state may also flee to
Bangladesh, hoping to be
resettled in the developed
countries.
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